
 

April 2016        Adar II/Nisan  5776 

Dr. James Strange Returns as Shabbat Scholar: April 8-9 

Presentations by Dr. Strange 
April 8 

5:45 pm Kabbalat Shabbat      

    Service, presentation 

7:00 pm Dinner and discussion 

   (Reservation required.) 

April 9 

9:30 am Shabbat Service, presentation 
 

Kiddush Luncheon following services is 

sponsored by the Simcha Shabbat Fund and 

features “Dancin’ Salmon” kosher salmon. 

-  

Dr. Strange will share two independent presentations on the topic: “Is Resistance 
Futile? Palestinian Judaism from Alexander to the Completion of the Mishnah.”  

These lectures will examine the history of the period as we 
know it from texts, and also from archaeology, exploring the 
questions asked by ancient and modern Jews alike: “How much 
of the surrounding culture may we accommodate and what 
must we resist?” Dr. Strange is currently conducting an 
archaeological dig at the Israeli site of Shikhin. 

This program is generously supported by the Sam and Faye 
Shafferman Adult Education Fund of the Temple Beth-El Foundation. 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICE SCHEDULE 
April 1  Erev Shabbat    5:45 pm 
  Candle lighting    6:50 pm 
 

April 2  Saturday morning  9:30 am 
  Shabbat Shmini 
  Maftir: Sharon Kahn 
  Shabbat Mincha   5:30 pm 
 

April 8  Erev Shabbat   5:45 pm 
  Candle lighting    6:55 pm 
 

April 9  Saturday morning  9:30 am 
  Shabbat Tazria (HaChodesh) 
  Maftir: Barry Dreayer 
  Shabbat Mincha  5:30 pm 
 

April 15  Erev Shabbat    5:45 pm 
  Candle lighting    7:00 pm  
 

April 16  Saturday morning  9:30 am 
  Shabbat Metzora (HaGadol) 
  Lillian Goldstein Bat Mitzvah 
  Shabbat Mincha   5:30 pm 
 

April 22  Erev Shabbat/Pesach  5:45 pm 
  Candle lighting    7:06 pm 
  First Seder 
 

April 23  Pesach I                  9:30 am 
  Maftir: Jimmy Krell 
  Shabbat Mincha   5:30 pm 
  Havdala/candle lighting  8:14 pm 
  Second Seder 
 

April 24 Pesach II   9:30 am 
  Maftir: Julian Brook 
  Mincha   5:30 pm 
  Havdala  8:15 pm 
 

April 28 Candle lighting  7:10 pm 
 

April 29 7th Day of Pesach 9:30 am 
  Maftir: Robin Benjamin 
  Erev Shabbat  5:45 pm 
  Candle lighting  7:11 pm 
 

April 30 8th Day of Pesach 9:30 am 
  Yizkor    
  Maftir: Ed Fineberg 
  Mincha   5:30 pm
  Havdala  8:20 pm 

PROFESSIONAL STAFF & BOARD 

 
Rabbi     Randall J. Konigsburg 
      rabbi@templebeth-el.net 
 

Director of Congregational   Rabbi Joseph Robinson 
Learning    jrobinson@templebeth-el.net 
 

Executive Director   Bob Greenberg 
   bgreenberg@templebeth-el.net 
 

Foundation    Mindy Cohen 
Executive Director   mcohen@templebeth-el.net 
 

Bookkeeper    Tammy McClellan   
   finance@templebeth-el.net 
 

Communications   Lindsey Herring 
   lherring@templebeth-el.net 
 

Events/Kitchen   Debby Thomas 
   dthomas@templebeth-el.net 
 

Administration   Emily Gregory 
   egregory@templebeth-el.net 
 

Youth Programs   Taryn Fink 
   youth@templebeth-el.net 

 

                                                               Officers 

President    Loraine Reznik  
       lorainereznik@gmail.com 
 

Vice President    Dan Weinrib 
    weinribd@bellsouth.net 
 

Vice President       Jessica Goldstein 
    jbg319@gmail.com 
 

Vice President       Eddie Griffith 
    egriffith@oscollaborative.com 
 

Vice President    Jacob Halpern 
        jhalpern@majorpromotions.net 
 

Secretary   Barbara Brande 
   geomom@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer   Steven Sikora 
   ssikora@bellsouth.net 
 

2015-2016 Board of Directors: Suzanne Bearman, Michelle 
Bearman-Wolnek, Danielle Bogart, Julian Brook, Julie Cohen, 
Steven Corenblum, Tracy Diamond, Todd Doobrow, Lisa Engel, 
Arlene Fisher, Shira Goldberg, Allen Halpern, Naomi Kipp, Ronald 
Levitt, Sue Lischkoff, Evan Rhodes, Ben Rosenbaum, Rebecca 
Rothman, Wendy Rutkoff, Stuart Shiland, Rhonda Siegel, Tim 
Thornton, Alan Weintraub, Melvin Zivitz 
Past Presidents: Karl Friedman, Howard Bearman, J.B. Mazer, 
Myron Radwin, Morton Stern, Julian Brook, Norman Berk, Maury 
Shevin, Joan Lebow, Ron Froehlich, Ronald Shiland, Gary Gordon, 
Jack Schaeffer, Martin Damsky, Jimmy Krell, Steven Corenblum, 
Barbara Solomon, Seth Wolnek, Franklin Tessler, Vikki Grodner, 
Arlene Fisher 
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Daily Morning Minyan    7:00 am 
Sundays & Secular Holidays    8:00 am 

Daily Afternoon Minyan    5:30 pm 
B’Yachad (Saturday)           9:30 am 
Tot Shabbat (Saturday)    11:00 am 
Weekly Why (Saturday)    11:00 am 

Saturday Afternoon Minyan    5:30 pm 

Visit www.templebeth-el.net to 
livestream services. 

WEEKDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
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From Rabbi Konigsburg: FaithCraft 
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DEFENDING OUR FREEDOM 

I can promise you that your Seder will never be the same if you add this song to your Passover 
favorites (it fits in nicely just before the Ten Plagues). I thought of it as a reminder that the freedom 
we celebrate at Pesach, our freedom from the slavery of Mitzrayim, is something that we need to 
reaffirm every year. 

It is so easy to forget the past, to forget the pain and suffering and just concentrate on the future and 
on the good things that will come. But freedom is never guaranteed to any person or nation or faith. 
You don’t have to look too far around the world to see all of the world’s religions, Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Bahia, etc., all struggling in some corner of the world where 
there are those who think that they have the “correct” way to think about God, and every other faith 
must be condemned. Freedom of Religion is a right given to us by the First Amendment to the United 
State’s Constitution, but we must never take that right for granted. The Constitution is not the Torah; 
freedom can be taken away through a thousand qualifications.  

Pesach has us relive the Exodus from Egypt so we don’t forget what slavery was all about. Our 
ancestors, just months after being freed, wanted to go back to Egypt because the food was better 
and they didn’t have so many laws to follow. They all too quickly forgot the lash of the whip and the 
backbreaking work. We, who live centuries later, all the more so need to taste the bitterness of 
slavery, taste the poor bread and remember the promises of redemption that God made and how 
God delivered on those promises. We can sing Dayenu – “It would have been enough” even though 
we know it would not have been enough if God had not fully liberated us from Egypt and brought us 
to the land of promise. A little bit of freedom is not enough, we need to be able to be free in every 
aspect of our lives. 

 So let us be thankful at this season of the year. Let us remember that freedom does not come easily 
and must be defended (especially in this election year). When others come to limit freedom for 
anyone, here or abroad, let us remember the Torah’s lesson that all people should be free. Let us sing 
our defiance; when it comes to slavery and oppression – We’re not gonna take it. …! 

We’re not gonna take it 
No, we ain’t gonna take it 
We’re not gonna take it anymore 
 
We’ve got the right to choose and 
There ain’t no way we’ll lose it 
This is our life, this is our song 
We’ll fight the powers that be just 
Don’t pick our destiny ’cause 
You don’t know us, you don’t 
belong 
 
 
 

We’re not gonna take it 
No, we ain’t gonna take it 
We’re not gonna take it anymore 
 
Oh you’re so condescending 
Your goal is never ending 
We don’t want nothing’, not a thing 
from you 
Your life is trite and jaded 
Boring and confiscated 
If that’s your best, your best won’t 
do 
[We’re Not Gonna Take It  
  by Twisted Sister] 



 

Save the Date: May 21 
Temple Beth-El  

Foundation Shabbat and Kiddush Luncheon 
 

Please join us as we honor and recognize the donor families of the Temple Beth -El Foundation.  
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TBE Foundation Executive Director, Mindy Cohen 

I once read that Passover is the most widely celebrated holiday for 
Jews. Perhaps this is because it takes place at home, around a meal 
at a table with family and friends. Growing up, some of my fondest 
experiences as a Jewish child took place in my parents’ and grandparents’ dining room. 
I was lucky to have my immediate family and extended family around me at that time 
to celebrate holidays together. Today, we have created new traditions for our children 
at Passover, like having a trivia contest with teams and prizes, with the kids’ team 
usually schooling the adults! We wish you and your family a wonderful Passover 
holiday and hope you keep the important traditions alive, however you choose to 
celebrate. 

On March 23, Temple Beth-El rocked out at the Purim-Palooza held at the LJCC, along 
with several community organizations. This event was supported in part by the Reva 

and Joe Engel Young Adult Engagement Fund of the Temple Beth-El Foundation. We appreciate the generosity 
of the Engel family.  

This month, Dr. James Strange returns as a guest speaker. His lecture series is sponsored by the Sam and Faye 
Shafferman Adult Education Fund in the Temple Beth-El Foundation. It should be an interesting and educational 
experience. 

For more information about starting your own family fund, contributing to the General Fund or developing a 
plan for a legacy gift to the Foundation, please contact Mindy Cohen at mcohen@templebeth-el.net or 
205.933.2794. 

The following donations have been received since the last bulletin: 

 Margy Rosenbaum has made a Chai donation to the Margy and Albert Rosenbaum Fund in honor 

of Penny Gordon’s 90th birthday. 

 Suzanne and Howard Bearman have made a double Chai donation to the Suzanne and Howard 

Bearman Adult Education Fund in memory of Ellen & Jerry Sokol’s son-in-law, Brian Cohen, and 

wishing a speedy recovery to Micky Rubenstein.   

 Lisa & Alan Kianoff  made a double Chai donation to the Kianoff and Katz Family Youth Fund in 

honor of the Yahrzeit of Helen Goldenberg (Nan) from the Kianoff family. 

 There were also several anonymous donations. 

mailto:mcohen@templebeth-el.net
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Visioning Update 

 

“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” ― Eleanor Roosevelt 
  

The Visioning process which launched in February provides a forum for our congregational family to 
think about Temple Beth-El and DREAM BIG about what sustainable changes we’d like to see to 
ensure a strong and vibrant future. Working with Debra Brosan of gestaltworks, llc, our goal is to 
determine three to five priorities that will set the direction of Temple Beth-El for the next five years 
and beyond. While Debra is our guide in the process, most of the “work” of organizing and 
gathering information and feedback from the congregation will be done by the Visioning Steering 
Committee. This committee includes representation from all parts of the congregation who are 
charged solely with gathering the thoughts, ideas, and visions of the entire Temple Beth-El 
community that will be used as the foundation for the priorities. To be clear, the Visioning Steering 
Committee is not developing these priorities…the congregation is.  

Involvement of our entire Temple Beth-El community is crucial to the success of the process. There 
will be many opportunities for participation throughout the process including visioning exercises, 
surveys, and Parlor Meetings. Ideally, you’ll have fun while contributing! A full timeline of these 
events will be shared with you in the near future. Communication and planning is critical to the 
process so there are some unique ways that information will be distributed/received including: 

 Stand-alone email newsletter before and after a planning milestone 
 U.S. mail upon request – Please contact the Temple Beth-El office at 933-2740 if you wish to 

receive the information via U.S. mail   
 TBE Monthly Bulletin  
 TBE Weekly Email Bulletin 
 A dedicated Visioning “Station” at TBE that will include timely updates and provide a forum for 

anonymous feedback and recommendations 
 Dedicated email address visioning@templebeth-el.net 

 
This is unlike strategic planning of the past. In the past, all of the time has been dedicated to 
gathering feedback and wish lists, but the process faltered in the planning and implementation 
phases. The Visioning process dedicates as much time to strategy development and implementation 
as it does to researching, collecting data, and gathering thoughts, ideas and visions. This will all be 
done with Debra Brosan’s experienced guidance.  
 
We hope that you will take full advantage of the opportunities to engage in the process. Please 
remember that the engagement and support of our entire congregation is crucial to the success of 
the process, and our future.   
 
 “The best way to predict your future is to create it.” ― Abraham Lincoln 
 
 
Marjorie Perlman and Esther Schuster, 
Visioning Communication Co-Chairs 



 

CONNECTION PAGE 6 APRIL 2016 

Rabbinic Transition Committee 

 
As you’ve heard, TBE has begun its search for an Interim (or Transitional) Rabbi. This is a unique 
search, and we want to provide some information on the process and keep you informed. The 
Rabbinic Transition Committee has put together the “Frequently Asked Questions” shown below that 
we hope you will find informative and will answer some of the most common questions we have been 
asked. As of March 1, the formal application has been sent to the Rabbinical Assembly and we hope to 
begin receiving applicants very soon for review. It’s an honor to be involved in this process and we 
hope you will reach out with your feedback. You can send any follow-up questions or suggestions to 
rabbinicsearch@templebeth-el.net. 
 
Let us hear from you!  
Glynnis Fisher Levitt and Steve Greene, Co-Chairs Rabbinic Transition Committee  

Temple Beth-El Rabbinic Transition Committee – FAQ’S 
rabbinicsearch@templebeth-el.net 

 
What is an “Interim Rabbi”?  

An “Interim Rabbi”, sometimes referred to as a “Transitional Rabbi”, is a member of clergy who is hired 
to meet the needs of a congregation on a temporary basis. A congregation may use an Interim Rabbi 
when it finds itself in transition for any number of reasons and not quite ready to go through a full 
search process. The Rabbinical Assembly has a pool of rabbis trained to serve in these interim capacities. 
Most of these candidates are former full-time rabbis, who are very highly skilled, and who have retired 
or for other reasons chosen the flexibility to work with congregations in transition. An interim rabbi 
typically works on a one-year contract.  

Why is this a good option for Temple Beth-El? 

Rabbi Debora Prinz in her article “When Do You Need an Interim Rabbi?” states, “…a synagogue’s work 
with a trained interim rabbi allows time for thoughtful, intentional work, strengthening congregations 
for a healthy search process.” 

As you know, Temple Beth-El is going through a new visioning process that will take us on a journey for 
the next several months while we gather information and make important decisions about the 
immediate and long term future of our congregation and Temple family. Toward the end of that 
process, a full search committee will be convened to help us find a new full time rabbi that will be a 
good fit for us.  

Rabbi Prinz goes on to say, “The immense gift of taking time to grow the congregation’s identity 
through self-study – by examining its role in the community, in demographics, in the neighborhood, in 
the movement and in national religious trends – makes the well-used interim period all extremely 
worthwhile. “  

What is the role of the Rabbinic Transition Committee? 

The Rabbinic Transition Committee’s goal is to identify and recruit an appropriate member of clergy to 
serve the needs of the congregation of Temple Beth-El on a temporary basis for a one-year term (July 
2016 through June 2017) until the criteria and qualifications of a new full-time Rabbi have been 
identified. As we near the end of the visioning process, we hope to better understand our synagogue’s 
long-term mission and be able to clearly identify the skill set we need to lead us forward.   

mailto:rabbinicsearch@templebeth-el.net
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Rabbinic Transition Committee 

 

Who is serving on the committee?  

The Rabbinic Transition Committee is smaller than a traditional search committee. The scope of the work 
is very focused and is designed to happen quickly. Helping us on the committee are Steve Greene and 
Glynnis Levitt, Co-Chairs; and committee members include Julian Brook, Tracy Diamond, Ed Fineberg, 
Matthew Levey, Marc Krawitz, Greg Odrezin, Marjorie Perlman, Carol Tuck, Loraine Reznik, and staff 
liaison, Bob Greenberg. 

Where do we find an “Interim Rabbi” and how does that work? 

The committee has applied through the Rabbinical Assembly using the normal application process that 
has been slightly modified for an interim request. The committee worked closely with the RA and also 
developed a slightly modified job description for this position. As resumes of applicants come in, we will 
first screen them based on the resume, choosing to interview a number of candidates virtually (by Skype 
or a similar video chat program), resulting in one or two candidates who would be brought into our 
community for a personal visit and interview. Unlike a full search, only the finalist(s) will make an in-
person visit to Birmingham. A dedicated email account (rabbinicsearch@templebeth-el.net) has been set 
up specifically for feedback from the congregation and to answer any additional questions. We will also 
use online and hard copy surveys.   

What will the “Interim Rabbi” do during his/her time with us?  

The Interim Rabbi will focus on conducting and engaging congregants first and foremost as related to all 
of the Shabbat and other services offered by Temple Beth-El. Primary responsibilities will include all life 
cycle events and pastoral care, as well as working with B’nai Mitzvah as needed.  He/she may also be able 
to assist us in the visioning process in a consulting role providing valuable feedback.  

How can I stay informed of the committee’s progress?  

A specific email account has been set up for all questions and comments. It is 
rabbinicsearch@templebeth-el.net. In addition, any committee member will be happy to answer any 
questions one-on-one. Updates of the process will also be posted to the Temple website and the Temple 
bulletin.  

How will the congregation get to see or view the candidates? 

Because this search is to fill the position for a one-year term, the process will be shorter and not all 
candidates will make in-person visits. As we interview candidates, we will share that information with the 
congregation. We will also be looking for unique ways to view the candidates, perhaps via online 
streaming.  

What should I, as a congregant, do now?  

Let us hear from you! Is there one question you would like for the committee to ask a new candidate? 
Send in your question to rabbinicsearch@templebeth-el.net. We’ll pull together the most asked 
questions and try to incorporate those as we talk with our candidates.  

Also, if you have questions not covered here, go ahead and ask! We will do our best to respond within 48 
hours. If we don’t have an answer, we will let you know we’re working on it and when we expect to have 
the answer to your question.   

mailto:rabbinicsearch@templebeth-el.net
mailto:rabbinicsearch@templebeth-el.net
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Programs 

UPCOMING BAT MITZVAH: LILLIAN GOLDSTEIN 
 

Don’t forget to join us on April 16 as Lillian Goldstein becomes a Bat Mitzvah. You don’t want to miss 
this important event in Lillian’s life!   

Saturday, May 7 

Special Shabbat Service & Kiddush Luncheon 

Celebrate the achievements of our Confirmation Class and our high school seniors as 
we wish them well with their future endeavors!  

 
Send names of high school graduates and intended colleges to  

Emily Gregory at egregory@templebeth-el.net by May 3. 

2016 Confirmation & Senior Send-O  

CLARA LAPIDUS BAT MITZVAH PROJECT UPDATE 
 

 
Clara Lapidus became a Bat Mitzvah on March 
12. As her Bat Mitzvah project, Clara organized a 
Game-A-Thon on February 14 to raise money for 
Childhood Cancer Research at Children’s 
Hospital of Alabama. 

She and her friends played 
games all night to help fight 
cancer. The event was a 
HUGE success! If all money 
pledged was collected, Clara 
and her friends will have 
made almost $5,000 for 
Childhood Cancer Research!  

The Lapidus Family thanks all 
those who participated. A 
couple of photos from the 
event are shown at right.  



 

 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 
Best wishes for a speedy recovery and continued good health to: 

Dede Lurie 
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CONDOLENCES 
 

With sympathy, we wish the following families peace and love during their time of sorrow: 
 

Mikhail Golger 
Husband of Roza Golger, father of Marina Mazur, Joseph Golger and Slava Golger, father-in-law of 

Gregory Shilkrot, and grandfather of Arseny Mazur, Nicholas Golger, Florina Newcomb (Andrew) and 

Boris Shilkrot  
 

Paul Schlaff 

Husband of Shirley Schlaff, father of Linda Karlin (Alan) and Scott Schlaff (Dianne), and grandfather of 

Keith Melluso, Deanna Melluso and Cody Schlaff   
 

May the families be comforted among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

Mazal Tov to Sheree & David Kanter on the 
engagement of their daughter, Jodi Kanter, to 
Clark Warner. Jodi and Clark currently reside in 
Charlotte, N.C. The couple is planning a 
November 2016 wedding in Jodi’s hometown 
of New Orleans.  

Send us your good news and we’ll be happy to share it in the 
next Connection! 

April  
 

Lynne Cohen 
Myron Radwin 

 *Special Birthdays 
are published in the 

bulletin beginning 
with age 50 and  

every 5 years 
thereafter. 

MAZAL TOV 

April Anniversaries 

Fira & Josif Charny (63) 
Susan & Richard Einhorn (21) 
Rochelle & Martin Green (21) 
Shelby & Joel Kimerling (2) 
Ricki & Lanny Kline (39) 
Andrea & Jack Koenig (12) 
Anna & David Levy (3) 
Raena & Kristopher Maday (11) 
Toby & Joel Mendler (48) 
Tatyana & Zanvel Shitsel (60) 
Marilyn & Malcolm Sokol (52) 
Sari & Barry Spieler (8) 
Evdiniya & Boris Zinger (41) 
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Message From Director of Congregational Learning, Rabbi Joseph 

APRIL 2016 

Since Purim, Jews have been counting the days till Passover. Be it out of fear (Oh God, not 
Passover again! I’m not ready. Another whole week without bread! Is this Kosher for 
Passover?! etc.) or excitement (Emily and I like to play a game starting from Purim to 
Passover. We do not buy any additional dry goods for our home, and get creative about what 
we eat in order to help with the cleaning out of chametz). Yet one thing that often gets 
overlooked a bit until the week before (at best) is planning the seder, the festive meal. Follow 
these simple steps (adapted from www.MARKETINGJEWRU.com) “four” a stellar seder: 
 

1. No such thing as Seder Police: Yes, there are certain traditions to 
a seder. In fact, the word “seder” actually means “order,” and there 
is a specific order that you are supposed to follow. But take hold of 
your Judaism and make it work for you. So if you want to have a 
rip-roaring Seder, do what feels right to authenticate your 
connection to the tradition. You could even make your own family 
haggadah at www.haggadot.com. (But for God’s sake and yours, 
don’t wait until the day before Passover.) 

 
2. Don’t play “who’s a better Jew?”: You know that uncomfortable feeling you get when 

you’re at a seder with 15 people, and there are only four who know the words to some 
Hebrew song, and the rest of you sit there uncomfortably while they stumble through 
it? A lot of people know that feeling. It makes people feel like “bad Jews”, wondering, 
“Why didn’t my Jewish education prepare me for this?” This is NOT the feeling you 
want to elicit at your seder. So when you include Hebrew, make sure your guests 
understand it.  

 
3. Prepare, prepare, prepare: If we spent as much time preparing what 

happens during the seder as cooks spend preparing the meal, 
celebrating Passover would be a lot more meaningful. But what happens 
all too often is that the leader thinks he/she can just wing it – and they 
can’t. You have to spend real time preparing your seder. It will make all 
the difference. Seders do not have to be boring, but they need to be 
planned out.  

 
4. Know your audience: Who’s going to be at your seder? If 

you’re having Jews and non-Jews, then be prepared to explain 
a lot of stuff. Even if it’s only Jews coming, you should still 
give explanations. If you are hosting a cerebral group of guests 
and want to go around the room and ask what freedom 
means to each of them, go right ahead; but don’t try that with 
a crowd that came to sing all the Passover spoofs they found 
on the interwebs. If you’re having a bunch of kids over, make 
sure you either serve appetizers or have snacks on the table.  

 

Leading an unforgettable seder is important! We know statistically that it’s one of the only 
Jewish experiences your cousin Rachel may have the entire year. It’s your job to inspire her 
with some fun and spirituality. Yes, that’s a lot of pressure, but you’re up to it! Now go have 
a fabulous Pesach! And remember, should you need some additional ideas and support, your 
friends at TBE are always happy to help.  

The Four ‘Dos’ for a Rock Star Seder 

Figure 1: http://
www.sugarspunmarketing.com/blog/
well-really-know-audience/
#.Vt3qW_krK70 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 
 
 
 

April Religious School Calendar 

*B’Yachad Services: 9:30–10:30 am    **Weekly Why: 11–11:45 am    ***Tot Shabbat: 11 am–noon 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop  

 Seder plates 
Matzah holders 
Matzah covers 

 
See our Jerusalem Stone Judaica collection, 

new jewelry, Shabbat candles, B’nai MITZVOT 
shelves and so much more!    

  

Torah Fund Brunch: April 11 
 

Come meet Jessica Jobanek, an education student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, who is going to be our guest speaker at this year's Torah Fund event, 
Monday, April 11. She is very excited to be coming to the Magic City as she has 
never visited the South, so turn on that Southern hospitality!   

 

Please join us for brunch - 10:30 am at Temple Beth-El  
Minimum donation - $18 

Torah Fund Associate Patrons, Guardians and Benefactors are our guests!  
 

Hannah Helman and Arlene Fisher 
Torah Fund Co-Chairs 

Read with us! Our international online book group 
Women’s League Reads’ current selection is the first for 
inter-generational readers, Sydney Taylor’s All of a Kind 
Family. 

SYNOPSIS:  It’s the turn of the century in New York’s Lower 
East Side and a sense of adventure and excitement 
abounds for five young sisters - Ella, Henny, Sarah, 
Charlotte and Gertie. Follow along as they search for 
hidden buttons while dusting Mama’s front parlor, or 
explore the basement warehouse of Papa’s peddler’s shop 
on rainy days. The five girls enjoy doing everything 
together, especially when it involves holidays and 
surprises. But no one could have prepared them for the 
biggest surprise of all! Suggested age range is 8 to 12. Join 
the online book group! 

Here in our Religious School, in a past chug (elective), Barbara Brande and Rebecca Lindy (shown 

above) were part of the group that read and discussed this book. If your child would like to 

participate, please let me know, afisher185@gmail.com.  

 
MAH JONGG MITZVAH MIXER  
 COMING IN MAY   

Jessica Jobanek 



 

 
A Double Chai donation wishing a speedy recovery and continued good health to Hannah Helman 
From: Marian & Myron Radwin 
 
A Chai donation wishing Natalie & Albert Sikora Mazal Tov on the birth of their great-granddaughter, Ember 
Elliott Cohen 
A Chai donation wishing Mazal Tov to Marsha & Harry Asman on the birth of their great-grandson, Asher Gray 
Herman 
A Chai donation in loving memory of Robin Royal Kirby 
From: Pam Ruttenberg & Arnold Shiland 

SISTERHOOD FUND DONATIONS  
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Sisterhood 

Men’s Club 

I wanted to tip my hat off to Sisterhood for the wonderful Shabbat Ruach they put on and all the 
Jewish organizations that had a part in putting together such a great Purim-Palooza. What a great 
month to be a part of our Jewish community!! Another really special event that is not a Men’s Club 
event, but was a Zeta Beta Tau event that many of the Men’s Club members are a part of, was ZBT’s 
Centennial Celebration. It really was a special event celebrating that ZBT has been on campus at the 
University of Alabama for 100 years! I was a Co-Chair for the event, and it was remarkable to see all the 
Jewish brothers that flew in from all over the country and so many different generations to come 
together and celebrate the Centennial. Once again, what a great time to be a part of this Jewish 
community and Tuscaloosa’s Jewish community!  

The Men’s Club is in the process of planning more exciting events for this community, like the 
upcoming Annual Golf Tournament. If you want to be a part of the Men’s Club and help us create 
awesome events, please just give me a call at 205-369-4399. We need guys like you! 

Once again, I would like to thank the men of the Men’s Club. You guys make being a part of the Men’s 
Club fun and exciting. Thank you for that! 

—Allen Halpern 

OSEH—CAN YOU SING?  
If so, your Temple Beth-El High Holiday Choir, which will start up 
again this summer, is prepared to welcome you into our ranks. 

The work is intense but fun! Choir offers the opportunity to form 
new friendships, improve your voice as well as your ability to read 
notes, and the music is uplifting. Come to rehearsals tired and you 
leave refreshed. 

While there’s a particular need for male voices, tenors and basses, 
the good news is that sopranos and altos can sing tenor and 
regularly do.  

For further information, questions or to suggest someone who 
might be a good fit, contact Judy Michaelson at 
JudithMichaelson@aol.com or phone her at 591-8104. 

Special Programs 

mailto:JudithMichaelson@aol.com
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SIYUM BECHORIM SERVICES—CALLING ALL FIRST BORN 
Fast of the First Born  

Friday, April 22  
7 am Minyan  

Study and breakfast following Minyan  

A first born is commanded to fast on the day before Pesach in commemoration of the deliverance of 
the First Born of Israel from the 10th plague that killed the Egyptian First Born Sons. The day before 
means the day on which the First Seder falls which, this year, is Friday, April 22. The requirement to 
fast is waived, however, if the first born is present at what is termed a Seudat Mitzvah — a festive 
meal following the performance of certain Mitzvot (i.e. Brit Milah, baby naming).  

Since it isn’t always possible to arrange for a Simcha to fall on the right day, the custom developed to 
have a “SIYUM” on that day. A SIYUM is a public completion of the study of a section of Rabbinic 
literature. Since the SIYUM—which means completion—is followed by a meal of celebration, any first 
born who is present is permitted to eat. This effectively negates the fast for the rest of the day. The 
SIYUM will take place after Minyan at 7 am on April 22. Bring your Tallit and Tefillin (we can provide 
these if you need them). 

Passover Guide 

Need a Passover Guide?  
This year’s Passover Guide is available on the table outside the TBE 

office. You can also find a copy online by visiting our website, 
www.templebeth-el.net. 

 

Join Us for a Special Young Professionals’ Second Seder 
8 pm, April 23 

 
Those who are hungry (for food, good company and sweet Torah), let them 

come and eat.  

 

Emily Hausman and Rabbi Joseph are hosting a second seder for Young 

Professionals at their home. Please RSVP to Emily in the TBE office at 

egregory@templebeth-el.net and join us for this celebration of our religious 

and spiritual freedom.  
 

$10 per person. Space is limited, so sign up soon!   
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PASSOVER BIMAH FLOWERS 

We would like to express our deepest appreciation to the following congregants who have generously 
donated the flowers which adorn our Bimah. 
 
First two days of Passover 
In loving memory of our beloved husband, dad and papa 
From:  Sylvia Berman, Brenda & Steve Weinstein, Jared Weinstein, Marla, Steve, Emilia and Alexa
  Ostroff, Jeri Davis, Tanya & Brandon Davis and Allison Davis 
 
Last two days of Passover 
In memory of our loved ones 
From:  Anonymous 

MATZAH MITZVAH 
Bring your unopened chametz to be donated to Collat Jewish Family Services. We will have drop-off 
boxes outside the TBE office. Please bring all items by Wednesday, April 20. 

It is a time-honored tradition to send in donations at this time of year for those who can’t afford 
matzah for Passover. If you would like to participate in this mitzvah, you may write a check to the 
Rabbi’s Matzah Fund. Thank you! 

SELLING CHAMETZ TO BIRMINGHAM POLICE CHIEF  
Jewish Law requires us to rid our homes of chametz for 
Pesach. One of the ways we do this is to sell our chametz 
to someone who is not forbidden to own chametz. This 
year, Birmingham Police Chief A.C. Roper has agreed to 
buy our chametz for the duration of Pesach. 

Fill out the colored insert found in this bulletin or in the 
TBE office and return to Temple Beth-El before 9 am on 
April 22. Do not wait until the last minute! This form 
authorizes Rabbi Konigsburg to act as your agent in 
setting up the sale. Please include a donation to the 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. This donation will go to Chief 
Roper’s requested charity, the Birmingham Police Athletic 
Teams, Inc., which offers a variety of sport programs to children at risk in Birmingham. 

Chief Roper will be at Temple Beth-El at 10 am on Friday, April 22, to purchase our chametz. Join us 
in this important Mitzvah and make a difference in our community at the same time. 

We wish all of our members a Happy and Kosher Pesach. 

Passover Guide 

Rabbi Konigsburg sells chametz to Birmingham 
Police Chief A.C. Roper in 2015. 
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DONATIONS 
 

Good Fortune Fund 
 
A Most Generous donation to the 
Men’s Club to assist with Shabbat 
Ruach expenses from their Jan. 29, 
2016, event 
From: Geri & Bob Stone 
 
A Most Generous donation 
wishing Mazal Tov to Sigrid & 
Andrew Ladores on the birth of 
Cooper Avery Ladores 
From: Joan Ross 
 
A Chai donation wishing Mazal Tov 
to Louise & Jim Abroms on the 
birth of their grandson, Andrew 
A Chai donation wishing Mazal Tov 
to Judy & Hal Abroms on the birth 
of their great-grandson, Andrew 
From: Ricki & Lanny Kline 
 
A Chai donation wishing Mazal Tov 
to Sarah & Abraham Kunin on the 
birth of their son, Andrew Isaak 
Kunin 
From: Sheri & Jimmy Krell 
 
A Chai donation wishing Mazal Tov 
to Clara Lapidus in honor of her 
Bat Mitzvah 
A Chai donation wishing Mazal Tov 
to Ida Rose Rutkoff in honor of her 
Bat Mitzvah 
From: Bertha Luks 
 
Mazal Tov to Carol & Jimmy Filler 
on the birth of their grandson, 
Noah Oliver Malin 
Mazal Tov to Cathy & Irwin 
Fingerman on the marriage of 
their daughter Shera to Raimy 
Amasha 
Mazal Tov to Louise & Jim Abroms 
on the birth of their grandson, 
Andrew Isaak Kunin 
Mazal Tov to Judy & Hal Abroms 
on the birth of their great-
grandson, Andrew Isaak Kunin 
From: Sue & Albert Tuck 
 
 

Mazal Tov to Edward Royal on his 
installation as president of Temple 
Israel in Detroit 
From: Charlotte Corenblum and  
 Karl Friedman 
 
Mazal Tov to Natalie & Albert 
Sikora on the birth of their great-
granddaughter, Ember Elliott 
Cohen 
Mazal Tov to Louise & Jim Abroms 
on the birth of their grandson 
Mazal Tov to Mary Kimerling on 
her special birthday 
From: Tobie & Bernard Axel 
 
Mazal Tov to Sara Mullins & Jacob 
Shevin on the birth of their son, 
Stuart Austin Shevin 
Mazal Tov to Debbie Shevin on the 
birth of her grandson, Stuart 
Austin Shevin 
Mazal Tov to Sarah & Abraham 
Kunin on the birth of their son, 
Andrew Isaak Kunin 
In honor of Tamara Goldis catering 
Shabbat Ruach on Jan. 29, 2016 
From: Mary & David Kimerling 
 
Mazal Tov to Debbie Shevin on the 
birth of her grandson, Stuart 
Austin Shevin 
From: Tobie & Bernard Axel 
 
In support of Temple Beth-El 
From: Gloria Jean Nelson 
 

Religious School Fund 
 
A Double Chai donation in support 
of the Religious School  
From: Joan Ross 
 
A Most Generous donation in 
support of the Religious School  
From: Ben Rosenbaum 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
In honor of Rabbi Konigsburg for 
his care and support  
From: Marina Mazur 
 

 Chevra Kadisha 
 
A Generous donation in loving 
memory of Frances Jaffe, beloved 
mother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Cindy Klepak, Laurie Jaffe 
 Turner, Susan Poole and  
 Marc Jaffe  
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Mikhail Golger 
From: Marina Mazur 
 

Simcha Shabbat Fund 
 
A Double Chai donation in honor 
of Naomi Fineberg’s birthday 
From: Naomi & Ed Fineberg 

 
Chico Bomchel Memorial  

Social Action Fund 
 

A Double Chai donation in loving 
memory of Chita Weintrob, 
beloved wife, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Howard Weintrob and 
 Family 
 
In loving memory of Chita 
Weintrob, beloved friend, on her 
Yahrzeit 
From: Lynn & Bert Bloomston 

 
Library Fund 

 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Robin Royal Kirby 
From: Sandy & Gene Siegal 
 

Keith Altman Camp Ramah  
Scholarship Fund 

 
A Generous donation in loving 
memory of Charles Altman 
From: Dorothy Gauthier 

 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Charles Altman 
From: Marian & Myron Radwin 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Charles Altman 
From: Jan & Kenny Jaffe 
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A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Charles Altman 
From: Joy & Robert Fleisher 

 
In loving memory of Charles 
Altman 
From: Dorothy Ziff 
 Ed Krys and Family 
 Sherry & Jerry Cherner 
 Ilene & Allan Wilensky 
 

Edie Wilensky Memorial Fund 
 
In loving memory of Robin Royal 
Kirby 
From: Ilene & Allan Wilensky 
 

General Fund 
speedy recovery and continued 

good health 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery and 
continued good health to David 
Betten 
From: Charlotte Corenblum and  
 Karl Friedman 
 

Memorial Fund 
in loving memory of 

 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Robin Royal Kirby 
From: Susan & Stuart Padove 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Robin Royal Kirby 
From: Bob and Alan Greenberg 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Robin Royal Kirby 
From: Tobie & Bernard Axel 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Robin Royal Kirby 
From: Bobby Heilpern 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of I. Jay Aarons 
From: Susan & Stuart Padove 
 
 
 

A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Goldie Waxman 
From: David Grusin 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Goldie Waxman 
From: Susan & Stuart Padove 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Rabbi Eugene Borowitz 
From:  Sheri & Jimmy Krell 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Gilbert Routman 
From: Susan & Stuart Padove 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Sarah Zivitz, beloved 
grandmother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Melissa & Melvin Zivitz 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Allen Lewis 
From: Susan & Stuart Padove 
 
In loving memory of I. Jay Aarons 
From: Betty Anfanger 
 
In loving memory of Goldie 
Waxman 
From: Betty Anfanger 
 Joan & Hunter Gordon 
 
In loving memory of Charles 
Altman 
From: Susan Damsky 
 Mary & David Kimerling 
 
In loving memory of Victor Giusti 
From: Andy & Bob Bernstein 
 
In loving memory of Robin Royal 
Kirby 
From: Susan Damsky 
 Mary & David Kimerling 
 Lynette & Alvin Slaughter 
 and Family 
 Marty & Alex Kontos 
 
In loving memory of Rabbi Eugene 
Borowitz 
From: Mary & David Kimerling 
 

In loving memory of Irwin Grodner 
From: Dolly & David Staff 
 
In loving memory of Ralph Kahn 
From: Mary & David Kimerling 
 

On Their Yahrzeits 
in loving memory of 

 
A Most Generous donation in 
loving memory of Abraham 
Michaelson, beloved father, on 
his Yahrzeit 
From: Judy Michaelson 
 
A Most Generous donation in 
loving memory of Alan Perlman, 
beloved father, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Marjorie Perlman 
 
A Most Generous donation in 
loving memory of Abraham 
Shiland, beloved father, on his 
Yahrzeit 
From: Sylvia Berman and Family 
 
A Very Generous donation in 
loving memory of Charles 
Raymond, beloved father, on his 
Yahrzeit 
From: Paula Glover 
 
A Generous donation in loving 
memory of Murray Binderman, 
beloved husband, father and 
zayde extraordinaire 
From: Eleanor Binderman and 
 Family 
 
A Generous donation in loving 
memory of William Slater, beloved 
father, on his Yahrzeit 
A Generous donation in loving 
memory of Elizabeth Slater, 
beloved mother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Barry Slater 
 
A Generous donation in loving 
memory of Sam Slaughter, 
beloved father, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Harlene & O.J. Wehby 
 
 

DONATIONS 



 

A Generous donation in loving 
memory of Alan D. Levine, 
beloved brother, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Richard L. Levine 
 
A Generous donation in loving 
memory of Ruth Bodenheimer, 
beloved mother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Elise Bodenheimer 
 
A Double Chai donation in loving 
memory of Tese Kianoff, beloved 
mother & grandmother, on her 
Yahrzeit 
A Double Chai donation in loving 
memory of Nathan Kianoff, 
beloved father & grandfather, on 
his Yahrzeit 
From: Lisa, Alan, Natalie & Hayley 
 Kianoff 
 
A Double Chai donation in loving 
memory of Elizabeth DeYoung, 
beloved grandmother, on her 
Yahrzeit 
A Double Chai donation in loving 
memory of Lewis DeYoung, 
beloved grandfather, on his 
Yahrzeit 
A Double Chai donation in loving 
memory of Jim Foy, beloved 
uncle, on his Yahrzeit 
A Double Chai donation in loving 
memory of Herbert Goldstein, 
beloved cousin, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Michael P. Goldstein 
 
A Double Chai donation in loving 
memory of Abraham 
Belotserkovskiy, beloved 
grandfather, on his Yahrzeit 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Polina Kalikhman, 
beloved grandmother, on her 
Yahrzeit 
From: Olga Belotserkovskaya & 
 Al Belotserkovskiy 
 
 
 
 
 

A Double Chai donation in loving 
memory of Steffi Levite, beloved 
mother and grandmother, on her 
Yahrzeit 
From: Pam Ruttenberg and 
 Family 
 
A Double Chai donation in loving 
memory of Elaine Royal, beloved 
mother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Joyce R. Serwitz 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Olena Knecht, 
beloved mother, on her Yahrzeit 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Joseph Knecht, 
beloved brother, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Eleanor Binderman 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of David W. Levin, 
beloved husband and father, on 
his Yahrzeit 
From: Betty Anfanger and Family 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Sofa Shilkrot, 
beloved wife, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Leonid Shilkrot 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Rosa B. Colb, beloved 
mother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Nancijoy & Norman 
 Weissman 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Joe Kimerling, 
beloved father, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Mary & David Kimerling 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Anna Wreschner, 
beloved grandmother, on her 
Yahrzeit 
From: Judy Michaelson 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Cissy Greene, 
beloved mother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Susan & Steve Greene 

A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Arthur Laskin, 
beloved uncle, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Barbara Nissenbaum 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of David Elliot Fleisher, 
beloved nephew, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Robert Fleisher 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Estelle Berkowitz, 
beloved mother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Richard Berkowitz 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Esther Padove, 
beloved mother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Stuart Padove 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Joseph Toranto, 
beloved father, on his Yahrzeit 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Anna Rubin, beloved 
grandmother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: I. Richard Toranto 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Burt Olshan, beloved 
brother, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Melvin Olshan 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Polina Kalikhman, 
beloved mother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Bronya Belotserkovskaya 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Ester Solodukha, 
beloved mother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Basya Bolshinskaya 
 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Sarah Leaf Lande, 
beloved mother, on her Yahrzeit 
A Chai donation in loving 
memory of Lottie Leaf, beloved 
grandmother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Richard Lande 
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DONATIONS 
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DONATIONS 

 

A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Morris Pearlstein, beloved 
father, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Sylvia & Bill Morgenstein 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Reva Levy Engel, beloved 
mother, on her Yahrzeit 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Louise Temerson, beloved 
aunt, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Lisa & Alan Engel 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Raoul J. Harris, beloved father 
& grandfather, on his Yahrzeit 
From:  Blair, Wayne, Nathan and 
 Erin Eurton 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Mary Meyerowitz, beloved 
mother & grandmother, on her 
Yahrzeit 
From: Sandy & Gene Siegal and 
 Family 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Rose Kaplan, beloved mother, 
on her Yahrzeit 
From: Thea Ostroy 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Bernice Zalkin, beloved mother, 
on her Yahrzeit 
From: Fred Kemeny 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Yakov Feldman and Saul 
Charny, beloved fathers, on their 
Yahrzeits 
From: Fira & Josif Charny 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Seymour Padove, beloved 
father, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Stuart Padove 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Isadore S. Wientrob, beloved 
father, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Marty & Alex Kontos 
 

A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Anna Levine, beloved 
grandmother, on her Yahrzeit 
From: Ellen Bruck 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Albert C. Robins, beloved 
friend, on his Yahrzeit 
From: Ross N. Cohen 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Harry Wilk, beloved father, on 
his Yahrzeit 
From: Arlene Fisher 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory 
of Bea Solomon, beloved mother, 
and I.M. Davis, beloved father, on 
their Yahrzeits 
From: Jane & Melvin Davis 
 
Sarah Zivitz, grandmother 
From: Howard Slaughter 
 
Myer Staff, father 
From: Elinor Sue & Michael Staff 
 
Joe Seligman, father & 
grandfather 
From: Bobbye & Michael Seligman 
 
Joseph Schuster, father 
From: Riva Hirsch 
 
Harry Padawer, brother 
Lolly Abrams, sister 
From: The Padawer Family 
 
David Levy, brother 
From: Harriet Routman 
 
Bruce Mayer, husband 
From: Norma Jean Long 
 
Helen Rotenstreich, grandmother 
From: Tammy & Keith Fleisher 
 
Nazlie Senior, grandmother 
From: Natalie & Albert Sikora 
 
Michael Feirman, father 
From: Rhoda & Robert Feirman 

Henry Greenberg, father 
From: Katherine & Bruce 
 Greenberg 
 
Paul Simon, nephew 
Stuart Simon, brother 
From: Arnold Simon 
 
Mary Meyerowitz, mother 
Gustave Meyerowitz, father 
From: Rita Meyerowitz 
 
Sara Reed, grandmother 
From: Foster L. Levy 
 
Alfred Long, husband 
From: Norma Jean Long 
 
Gita Golubova, grandmother 
Josif Iacubovich, grandfather 
Sima Kaz-Kogan, aunt 
From: Lazar Golubov 
 
Vita Koshina, aunt 
David Koshin, uncle 
From: Genya Safyanova and  
 Zinaida Golubova 
 
Paul Steinlauf, grandfather 
From: Maxine Sklute 
 
****** Donations received after  
Feb. 29, 2016, will be included in 
the next bulletin.  ****** 
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JEWISH HISTORY 101 

22 Adar II - 22 Nisan 
 

28 Adar II – This is the Yahrzeit of Cyrus Adler, second chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary.  

29 Adar II – The first immigrant to Israel to enter the country through the port of Eilat arrived on an Israeli 

chartered ship on this day in 1957. 

4 Nisan – The first performance of the operetta Goldfaden occurred in New York. It marked the beginning of 

Yiddish theater in the United States in 1885. 

5 Nisan – Menachem Begin becomes the first Israeli Prime Minister to visit Cairo, Egypt in 1979. 

9 Nisan – This is the Yahrzeit of Saul Lieberman, Professor of Talmud and world renown scholar in Rabbinic 

Literature at the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

17 Nisan – Solomon Etting, a prominent businessman in Pennsylvania and a Jew born in America, became the 

first American-born Jew to be given limited authorization to function as a shochet (one who slaughters kosher 

meat) in 1782.  

BEGINNING BRIDGE OFFERED AT THE LJCC 
Eight Tuesdays with Clay Hall 
Started March  29, 10 am – noon 
$140 ($120 Member Value Price) 
There is an 8-person minimum. Register online at 
bhamjcc.org. Contact Mindy Cohen for more 
information at 510.9024 or mcohen@bhamjcc.org. 
 

HADASSAH PROGRAM : APRIL 10 
Hadassah presents “Research on Causes and 
Potential Protective Treatments for Parkinson’s 
Disease and Other Neurodegenerative Diseases” by 
Matthew S. Goldberg, Ph.D., associate professor in 
University of Alabama at Birmingham’s neurology 
department, at 10 am Sunday, April 10. The program 
will be held at the LJCC. Continental breakfast 
available with $10 donation to Hadassah. For details, 
contact Ami Epstein at  amiabel3@hotmail.com. 
 

DAY SCHOOL KIDS CLUB EVENT, APRIL 10 
On April 10 at 10:30, you and your 3-5 year old are 
invited to celebrate with the N.E. Miles Jewish Day 
School Kids Club. Join us for Passover Matzah 
Mania: matzah making, Passover crafts, and 
singing! We hope to see you on April 10 at 10:30 
am at the N.E. Miles Jewish Day School! 

 

TEE WOMEN’S SEDER: APRIL 10 
This program occurs from 5 to 7:30 pm and will be 
celebrating the role of women in history. Cantor 
Roskin and Rabbi Haas will be leading the seder. 
Enjoy traditional Passover food and a Haggadah 
created especially for women. Guests are welcome. 
Women over age 12 only, please.  
 

FAMILY PROMISE HOSTING MAY 8-15 
We expect to be hosting Family Promise guests 
again the week of May 8-15. We absolutely need 
your help. This is also a wonderful opportunity for a 
teenager who needs volunteer hours. To volunteer 
or for more information, contact Matt Swerdlin: 
202.747.4271 or matthewswerdlin@gmail.com. 
 
 

Jewish Community News 

mailto:mcohen@bhamjcc.org
mailto:amiabel3@hotmail.com
tel:%28202%29%20747-4271
mailto:matthewswerdlin@gmail.com
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Shabbat Shmini 
April 1-2 
 
  Pauline Bronstein 
*Matilda Cohen 
*Esther Cooper 
  Rose Glick 
*Pauline Gouse 
  Sam Horowitz 
*Sarah Kanter 
  Beverly Marks 
*Joe Reznik 
  Bessie Shapiro 
*Gerald Sklute 
*Bettie Urdong 
*Hyman Weinstein 
*Sophie Winograd 
 
Shabbat Tazria 
April 8-9 
 
  Daniel Bernstein 
*Abe Butler 
  Dorothy Foy 
*Mary Ginsburg 
*Mildred Ginsburg 
*Bessie Goldner 
  Norman  

Hirschberg 
  Giza Horowitz 
*Nanette Hyatt 
  Boris Ioshpa 
  Goldie Krys 
  Meyer Laskin 
*Joyce Levy 
  Seymour Link 
*Leonard 

Lischkoff 
*Sarah Lischkoff 
*Abraham Meer 
*Gustave 

Meyerowitz 
  Glavdja 

Peremitina 
 Nachama 

Schlossberg 
*Herman Siegel 
*Henry Spira 

Shabbat Metzora 
April 15-16 
 
*Joe Apolinsky 
*Irene Axel 
*Vladimir 

Belotserkovskiy 
*Beatrice Binstock 
  Saul Charny 
  Miriam Cohen 
*Marvin Cohn 
*Lucille Cotton 
  Juanita Daskin 
  Robert Degen 
  Rebecca Gershon 
  Bessie Green 
  Daniel Green 
  Melvin 

Greenberg 
*Esther Kimerling 
  Archie Leder 
*Frieda Levy 
  Miriam Lilienthal 
*Joseph Mazer 
*Rose Leah Mazer 
*Sylvia Olim 
  Serafyma 

Iokhymivna 
Paley 

  Pearl Perling 
*Tess Pike 
*J. B. Royal 
*Meyer Shiland 
*Harold Silverfield 
  Enid Silverstein 
*Blair Simon 
  Selma 

Spielberger 
  Sam Tenenbaum 
*Sam Warner 
*Isadore 

Weinstein 
*Yehuda 

Wertheimer 
  Anne Wildstein 
*Abraham Yanuck 
*Alexander Zinger 
 
 

Shabbat Pesach 
April 22-23 
 
*Sylvia Back 
  Marilyn Bearman 

Bell 
*Harvey Benjamin 
*Harry Berk 
*Dora Block 
*Harriet Bogart 
  Annie Bram 
  Conrad David 

Cohen 
  Sylvia Cohen 
  Hyman Coplon 
*Molly Crayne 
*Harry Evans 
*Charles Feigelson 
  Roslyn 

Fingerman 
*Rachel Friedman 
  Rae Garfield 
  Leonard Gennis 
*Myron Ginsberg 
*Dave Goldberg 
  Bennie Goldstein 
  Fred Goldstein 
  Ethel Gorlin 
*Bernard Gottlieb 
  Blanche Gottlieb 
  Georgia Griffith 
  Sheina Grusin 
  Ester Gutman 
  Max Hasson 
  Stanley Hellman 
  George Hiller 
*Max Hoffman 
  Sarah Jacobson 
*Herman Jaffe 
*Philip Kadis 
  Rose Kaufman 
  Edith Kreisman 
  Richard Levy 
*Abraham Lipsitz 
*Walter Morse 
  Anna Odrezin 
*Josephine Regal 
  Libby Reznik 
 

  Bertha “Fritzi”                           
 Rosenberg 
*Robert 

Rosenbluth 
*Annie 

Rotenstreich 
  Ben Royal 
*Sam Rubenstein 
*Jennie Rubin 
  Marie Scheuer 
*Chana Schniper 
*Wilyum Sher 
  Jack Silverman 
*Fannye Sokol 
*Melvin Sokol 
  Pauline Sokol 
  Paul Steinlauf 
*Helen Wilder 
*Henrietta Wolf 
*Philip Ziff 
 
Shabbat Pesach 
April 29-30 
 
*Ike Abelson 
  Ida Abroms 
  Warren Axelroth 
  Nathan Azrin 
  Ann Banks 
  Seymour Barnes 
*Joyce Benjamin 
  Harmon R. 

Berger 
  Abraham Blatt 
  Alfred Buchalter 
  Pearl Cohen 
*Sam Cohen 
*Frances 
Copeland 
*Marilyn Crayne 
*Etta Dannis 
*Grace “Tootsie” 

Eiman 
  Ann Elder 
  Michael Epstein 
*Morris Fisher 
  Sarah Gettinger 
  Albert Goldforb 

  Nakhoma 
Guberman 

  Lee Harris 
*Rose Helman 
  Norman Kurman 
  Jack Lande 
  Carl Levy 
  Blanch Lipman 
*Folly Marcus 
  Blanche 

McCrossen 
*Benjamin Mesch 
  Boris Mintsin 
  Ruth Mirelman 
*Isadore Newman 
  Andronit 

Peremitin 
*Harry Ravitz 
*Marvin Rich 
  Alex Rittenbaum 
*Moses Robins 
  Jerome Schwartz 
*Maurice 

Schwartz 
  Bette Shapiro 
*Morris Silverfield 
  Elsie Siskin 
  Morris Staff 
  Cecile Sundock 
  Michael Sundock 
*Peter Tichansky 
*Isaac Torme 
  Bernard 

Trachtman 
*Bobby Tuck 
*Harold Weisner 
*Minnie Zakuto 
 
 

YAHRZEITS 

*Denotes a perpetual 
memorial plaque in sanctuary 
given by family members.  
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MITZVAH FOR APRIL, FROM RABBI JOSEPH  
 

Every Shabbat we are blessed to explore our tradition through the Torah reading of the week. Every portion has 
a different message and lesson to be learned. Use the suggested topic of conversation with your family to spark 
learning and engagement with the weekly parashah. Be it around your Shabbat table, through social media, or 
driving in carpool… grab hold of your sacred text and make it your own! 
 

Shmini (April 1-2) Seeing the Presence of God: Early in our parashah, 
Moses tells Aaron and his sons what to do as priests. After they act 
accordingly, Torah tells us, “When they came out, they blessed the people; 
and the Presence of the Lord appeared to all the people” (Lev. 9:23). In 
Hebrew the term for “Presence” is kavod, glory or honor. What does it mean 
to see the “glory” or “honor” of God? Where do you see God’s kavod? Is it 
in the faces of friends; when you stand before the ark; is it in the work 
you do to support your family? What does it mean to see the “Presence 
of God?”   
 

Tazria (April 8-9) Not Spreading Gossip: The rabbis asked, “why do 
we spend so much time talking about skin disease (in this week’s Torah 
reading)?” The Talmud answers in the name of Resh Lakish, “What is 
the real meaning of the verse ‘This is the Torah of M’tzora?’ (Lev.14:2). It 
means, ‘This is the Torah of one who is Motzi-Shem-Ra (one who spreads 
gossip).”1 The Talmud connects “gossip” and “leprosy.” Why might they 
do that? What are the connections between gossip and leprosy? 
How might that shape our actions?  
 

Metzora (April 15-16) Mikvah, Ritual Bath: Continuing from last 
week, we now explore how one becomes pure from leprosy, by 
means of a mikvah, ritual bath. Use of a mikvah helps to mark a 
change in status or provide focus for future actions. It celebrates 
moments of joy, sorrow or illness, and commemorates transition 
and change. The mikvah acts as a vehicle for purifications. As such, 
what is the difference between being “pure” and being “clean?” 
What uses today could you imagine for a mikvah?  
 
Passover – 1&2 Sedarim (April 22-23) Living Redemption: We are reminded each year to teach our 
children the story of our redemption from Egypt. As such, we celebrate with a ritual called a seder. It is 
here where slavery and freedom come alive through midrash, conversation, song, and play. The foods 
at our table embody our ancestors and the promise of a better tomorrow. We gather family, invite 
past and future generations and at the same time offer new insight into the retelling of our history. 
How will you create an opportunity to “re-live” our redemption? (See page 10.) 
 
(April 29-30) Traditionally, the 21 of Nisan is thought of as the period in which the Israelites enter 
the Sea of Reeds and cross through. Our sacred texts tell us of how the Angels were so delighted by 
the rescue of the Hebrews that they began to sing. Yet, God silenced them, by arguing that the 
Egyptians too were God’s creations. Their death is not a cause for celebration. On the scale of 
gratitude for passing through the sea, and the scale of compassion even for our adversaries, 
where is the balance to be found? How will you know where to weigh in? 
1Arakhim 15b  
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THE FINAL WORD 

A Special Thank You 

Thank you to the Ramah Scholarship Fund for granting $3,000 in need-based support for 
TBE youth to attend Camp Ramah Darom in the summer of 2016. We are grateful for the 
many individual gifts to this fund. For additional information on how to support Jewish 

summer camping, contact Bob Greenberg in the Temple office. 

House Committee On the Move 
Dear Friends: 

It has been almost 5 years since significant work 
has been done to maintain our beautiful 
sanctuary and facility. The most recent work, 
completed in the fall of 2011, included the 
renovation of our office and congregational 
spaces, as well as significant envelope 
(waterproofing) of the Mesch Educational 
Building. These projects were funded by generous 
donations from congregants, as well as the 
Deferred Maintenance Fund established in the 
Temple Beth-El Foundation.  

As with all maintenance, new needs arise over 
time. We worked in partnership with the House 

Committee this past fall to assess current needs to maintain a home that is moisture-free, safe and secure 
for our worship. The committee established three areas of need: 

 Waterproofing of selected areas in the synagogue where moisture invasion has been present and 
preventative waterproofing. 

 Repair of selected doors to ensure safe entry to and exit of the Temple in order to maintain a secure 
environment. 

 General repair of areas inside the building which, over time, have been adversely impacted by 
moisture, wear and tear. 

In early 2016, the Temple Board and the Temple Beth-El Foundation Board approved use of designated 
Deferred Maintenance Funds in the Foundation to support this waterproofing and repair project. The goal 
of the House Committee is to begin the project this spring and complete it by mid-summer, 2016. There 
will be little or no impact on Temple programs, and we will work to keep you updated throughout the 
process. We appreciate the support of our Committee and the congregation as we maintain our beautiful 
facilities. Feel free to contact one of us if you have questions. 

Ron Froehlich   Marvin Shelsky   Bob Greenberg 
Co-Chair   Co-Chair    Executive Director 
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Temple Beth -El  invi tes  you to   

Passover Family Dinner 

5:45 pm  

Friday, April 29 

 
Bring your entire family as we 

joyously welcome the Sabbath in 

song and prayer.  

Kosher for Passover meat dinner to 

follow. 

Cost is $18 per adult and $10 per 

child ages 5 to 13. 

 
RSVP by April 26 at  

www.templebeth-el.net. 


