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Shabbat Bamidbar 
Text: 

 
 

The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: The Israelites shall camp 
each with his standard, under the banners of their ancestral house; 
they shall camp around the Tent of meeting at a distance.   
[Bamidbar 2:1-2]  
 

Commentary: 
 

A.  Each and every Jew has a particular knowledge of God’s greatness, 
according to that person’s own rung. It can be shared with no 
other. This is what the Mishna teaches: … “Showing the greatness 
of God, for each person was stamped out in the stamp of Adam, 
yet no two faces are alike.” Rabbi Pinhas of Korzec adds that 
because “the difference is in minds, not only in faces,” each of us 
becomes excited by a different quality or aspect (of religious life.) 
[Rabbi Yehudah Leib Alter of Ger, Sefat Emet] 

 

B. Each person has been given a unique understanding of God, one 
that can be fathomed by no other. Our job as teachers is to awaken 
that individual to his or her own inner understanding, not to 
convince the person of the truth of our own. … To whom does this 
beautifully open teaching apply? Only to Jews? Surely not – it goes 
right back to Adam! Every person, man or woman, Jew or gentile 
from any of the many tribes of humanity, has a unique capacity to 
know God, before which all others can only stand in awe. [Rabbi 
Arthur Green, Torah of Truth, JPS Books, p. 223] 

 

C. God gave the Torah to Israel, and the souls of Israel form the body 
of the Torah. There are six hundred thousand Jewish souls, parallel 
to the number of letters in the Torah. Israel, in other words, are the 
Torah. Each of us constitutes one of the Torah’s letters. By counting 

ר יְהָוה ֶאל א ית ֲאבָֹתם יֲַחנּו -ִאיש ַעל ב  .ַאֲהרֹן לֵּאמֹר-מֶֹשה ְוֶאל-ַויְַדבֵּ ִדגְלֹו ְבאֹתֹת ְלבֵּ

ל ד יֲַחנּו-ִמנֶגֶד ָסִביב ְלאֶֹהל  ְבנֵּי יְִשָראֵּ  ..מֹועֵּ



Israel, Moses was learning the Torah. [Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of 
Berdichev, Kedushat Levi] 

 
D. Counting Jews is a way of learning Torah! The translation of the 

above teaching is offered as a gift to our Jewish demographers and 
social scientists. But they have to remember, of course, that such 
learning is a mitzvah, a sacred act, to be undertaken only for the 
sake of heaven. [Rabbi Arthur Green, Speaking Torah Volume 2, 
Jewish Lights, p.6] 

 
E. Ultimately, living wholeheartedly is an act of love for God, in 

response to love. Were we not to exist, we would have no 
consciousness; we would not have any experience of life. Despite 
the suffering that comes with embodied existence, there is also 
love. It is love that draws us out of ourselves, that connects us to 
others, that energizes effort, that resolves conflict, that eases loss. 
This love is present in the world, it is God’s love. When we respond 
likewise, we close the circuit of love and make the world whole. 
[Rabbi Jonathan Slater, Institute for Jewish Spirituality, 2014] 

 
 

Questions: 
1. Can you feel at home in any situation? Are there circumstances 

that you recognize as unfit for you – temperamentally, culturally, 
ethically – which you avoid? Are there situations that you avoid 
that you should otherwise face to develop personally, emotionally, 
ethically, spiritually? 

 
2.  When it comes to religion, what make you unique? What do you 

bring to a religious discussion that is different than what everyone 
else brings? Can you see others bringing their unique viewpoint to 
the discussion? 

 
3.  When have you experienced yourself “pushing” to get beyond 

someone else (in sports, in academic ranking, in line, for love, for a 
job)? How did it feel to overcome another? How did it feel to fail 
(if you did)? How do you understand your impulse to “push” 
beyond someone else then, and how do you understand it in 
yourself in light of this lesson?  
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