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Special Points of
Interest:
 Dr. Strange Shabbat
Scholar: April 8-9
Passover Guides are available at templebeth-el.net. To read Rabbi Joseph’s take on hosting a seder,
check out page 2.

2015-2016 Religious School Year Draws to a Close
This will be the last Religious School Newsletter for the 2015-2016
school year, as the last day of Religious School is Sunday, May 1.




Religious School Closing Ceremonies will be held from 11 am
to noon on Sunday, May 1.
Also note that our Confirmation Shabbat Service and Ellie
Mac Benck’s Bat Mitzvah Recognition are Saturday, May 7.
There will be a USY/Kadima Study Session Lounge Night
from 5:30 to 7 pm on May 4. Bring your books!

 Kadima Lock-In:
April 9-10
 3rd-4th Grade Siddur
Ceremony: April 10
 Lillian Goldstein
Bat Mitzvah: April 16
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The Four ‘Dos’ for a Rock Star Seder from Rabbi Joseph
Since Purim, Jews have been
counting the days till Passover. Be it
out of fear (Oh God, not Passover
again! I’m not ready. Another whole
week without bread! Is this Kosher for
Passover?! etc.) or excitement (Emily
and I like to play a game starting from
Purim to Passover. We do not buy any
additional dry goods for our home,
and get creative about what we eat
in order to help with the cleaning out
of chametz). Yet one thing that often
gets overlooked a bit until the week
before (at best) is planning the seder,
the festive meal. Follow these simple
steps
(adapted
from
www.MARKETINGJEWRU.com) “four”
a stellar seder:

(But for God’s sake and yours, don’t
wait until the day before Passover.)

1. No such thing as Seder Police: Yes,
there are certain traditions to a seder.
In fact, the word “seder” actually
means “order,” and there is a specific
order that you
are supposed
to follow. But
take hold of
your Judaism
and make it
work for you.
So if you want
to have a riproaring Seder,
do what feels right to authenticate
your connection to the tradition. You
could even make your own family
haggadah at www.haggadot.com.

3. Prepare, prepare, prepare: If we
spent
as
much time
preparing
w h a t
happens
during the
seder
as
cooks spend preparing the meal,
celebrating Passover would be a lot
more meaningful. But what happens
all too often is that the leader thinks
he/she can just wing it – and they
can’t. You have to spend real time
preparing your seder. It will make all
the difference. Seders do not have to
be boring, but they need to be
planned out.

2. Don’t play “who’s a better Jew?”:
You know that uncomfortable feeling
you get when you’re at a seder with
15 people, and there are only four
who know the words to some
Hebrew song, and the rest of you sit
there uncomfortably while they
stumble through it? A lot of people
know that feeling. It makes people
feel like “bad Jews”, wondering, “Why
didn’t my Jewish education prepare
me for this?” This is NOT the feeling
you want to elicit at your seder. So
when you include Hebrew, make sure
your guests understand it.

4. Know your audience: Who’s going
to be at your seder? If you’re having
Jews and non-Jews, then be
prepared to explain a lot of stuff. Even
if it’s only Jews coming, you should
still give explanations. If you are
hosting a cerebral group of guests
and want to go around the room and
ask what freedom means to each of
them, go right ahead; but don’t try
that with a crowd that came to sing
all the Passover spoofs they found on
the interwebs. If you’re having a
bunch of kids over, make sure you
either serve appetizers or have snacks
on the table.

Leading an unforgettable seder is
important! We know statistically that
it’s one of the only Jewish
experiences your cousin Rachel may
have the entire year. It’s your job to
inspire her with some fun and
spirituality. Yes, that’s a lot of pressure,
but you’re up to it! Now go have a
fabulous Pesach! And remember,
should you need some additional
ideas and support, your friends at TBE
are always happy to help.

A p r i l a nd Ma y You th P r og ra m s
Teen Shpiel will be occurring the following Saturdays: April 9, April 23 and May 7
from 9:30 to 10:30 am in the Reading and Resource Room.
On Saturday, April 9, beginning at 8 pm, we will have a Kadima Lock-In at TBE in the
Youth Lounge for 6th–8th graders. The lock-in ends at 9 am the following morning,
April 10, in time for all to attend Religious School.
Lounge Nights Schedule
Wednesday, April 6—USY
Wednesday, April 20—USY & Kadima
Wednesday, May 4—USY & Kadima study session

PAGE 3

April 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

*B’Yachad Services: 9:30–10:30 am **Weekly Why: 11–11:45 am ***Tot Shabbat: 11 am–noon
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Beautification Chug
and USY Convention
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Mitzvah for This Month’s Shabbatot and Passover
From Rabbi Joseph
Every Shabbat we are blessed to explore our tradition through the Torah reading of the week. Every
portion has a different message and lesson to be learned. Use the suggested topic of conversation with
your family to spark learning and engagement with the weekly parashah. Be it around your Shabbat table,
through social media or driving in carpool… grab hold of your sacred text and make it your own!
Shmini (April 1-2)
Seeing the Presence of God
Early in our parashah, Moses tells Aaron
and his sons what to do as priests. After
they act accordingly, Torah tells us,
“When they came out, they blessed the
people; and the Presence of the Lord
appeared to all the people” (Lev. 9:23).
In Hebrew the term for “Presence” is
kavod, glory or honor.

(Lev.14:2). It means, ‘This is the Torah of
one who is Motzi-Shem-Ra (one who
spreads gossip).”1 The Talmud connects
“gossip” and “leprosy.”

What does it mean to see the “glory”
or “honor” of God? Where do you see
God’s kavod? Is it in the faces of
friends; when you stand before the ark;
is it in the work you do to support your
family? What does it mean to see the
“Presence of God?”

Metzora (April 15-16)
Mikvah, Ritual Bath
Continuing from last week, we now
explore how one becomes pure from
leprosy, by means of a mikvah, ritual
bath. Use of a mikvah helps to mark a
change in status or provide focus for
future actions. It celebrates moments of
joy,
sorrow
or
illness,
and
commemorates transition and change.
The mikvah acts as a vehicle for
purifications.

Why might they do that? What are the
connections between gossip and
leprosy? How might that shape our
actions?

As such, what is the difference
between being “pure” and being
“clean?” What uses today could you
imagine for a mikvah?

Tazria (April 8-9)
Not Spreading Gossip
The rabbis asked, “why do we spend so
much time talking about skin disease (in
this week’s Torah reading)?” The
Talmud answers in the name of Resh
Lakish, “What is the real meaning of the
verse ‘This is the Torah of M’tzora?’

Passover – 1&2 Sedarim
(April 22-23) Living Redemption
We are reminded each year to teach
our children the story of our
redemption from Egypt. As such, we
celebrate with a ritual called a seder. It
is here where slavery and freedom
come
alive
through
midrash,
conversation, song, and play. The foods
at our table embody our ancestors and
the promise of a better tomorrow. We
gather family, invite past and future
generations and at the same time offer
new insight into the retelling of our
history.
How will you create an opportunity to
“re-live” our redemption?

(April 29-30) Traditionally, the 21 of
Nisan is thought of as the period in
which the Israelites enter the Sea of
Reeds and cross through. Our sacred
texts tell us of how the Angels were so
delighted by the rescue of the Hebrews
that they began to sing. Yet, God
silenced them, by arguing that the
Egyptians too were God’s creations.
Their death is not a cause for
celebration.
On the scale of gratitude for passing
through the sea, and the scale of
compassion even for our adversaries,
where is the balance to be found? How
will you know where to weigh in?
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