
4:30 pm, March 23, LJCC 

Get your costume on and 
come join the fun at Purim-
Palooza! Temple Beth-El is 
combining forces with other 
Birmingham area Jewish 
organizations in celebration of 
Purim.  
 
This year’s Purim-Palooza is a 
collaborative effort between 
the Birmingham Jewish 
Foundation and Federation, PJ 
Library, Chabad of Alabama, 
Collat Jewish Family Services, 
Knesseth Israel, Levite Jewish 
Community Center, N.E. Miles 
Jewish Day School and TBE.  
 
It is supported in part by the 
Reva and Joe Engel Young 
Adult Engagement Fund of the 
Temple Beth-El Foundation.  

It’s Purim-Palooza Time...Get Excited! 

Rabbi Joseph Robinson 
Director of Congregational Learning 

JRobinson@TempleBeth-El.net 
205.933.2740 
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Mitzvah: March 12 

 

 Ida Rose Rutkoff Bat 
Mitzvah: March 19 

 

 Purim-Palooza:   
March 23 

Purim Schedule of  Events 
 

4:30 pm: Free carnival begins! (Dinner available for 

purchase.) 
 

5 pm: Children’s Megillah Storytime for ages 5 and 

younger; facilitated by Chabad of Alabama and PJ Library 
 

5:30 pm: Egalitarian Megillah (facilitated by Rabbi 

Konigsburg and Rabbi Joseph); Costume Contest 
 

7:30 pm: Women’s Megillah Reading; Traditional Megillah 

Reading (facilitated by Rabbi Yammer) 

Instead of  Religious School classes on Tuesday,  

March 22, and Wednesday, March 23, students are 

expected at the special Purim celebration at 5:30 pm 

Wednesday, March 23, at the LJCC. 

If  you will not be in attendance with your child, please 

let your instructor know. Thank you! 

Remember: There will be NO Religious School 

March 27, 29 and 30.  

Have a safe, fun Spring Break! 



One of the greatest questions in the 
world, and subsequently one of the most 
challenging, is the question of “Why?” It 
makes a tremendous amount of sense to 
question the information presented to 
us. Yet, why questions often lead to 
more why questions. As educators and 
parents, we are taught many techniques 
to help us sidestep this question. We are 
told to ask back, “Wow, what a great 
question. Tell me, why are you asking?” 
Or perhaps we make light of the 
question and respond with a joke.  
 
In the classroom, instructors like to use 
what is called a “Parking Lot.” Typically, 
the parking lot is a corner of the board or a 

 
A product of conversation and survey 
responses from invested parents, our 
Shabbat programming will be 
introducing the Weekly Why as a means 
to address some of these questions, as 
well as supplement the powerful 
learning already taking place in our 
religious school. At times, specific topics 
and liturgy will be presented, while other 
moments will be free-flowing and 
organic. This will be a chance for 
students ages 7-12 to take control and 
ask the tough questions that lead to 
more, without a sidestep or broken 
promised response.  

March 20: 12:45-4 pm 
We will have 3 service projects going on 
simultaneously through out Birmingham. 
1. At this project teens work with a special 
Friendship Circle project where teens will 
group with kids with special needs for the 
day and hang out with their new friend. 
2. Teens in this group will meet at the JCC 
to bake Hamentaschen. Then they will 
travel to Greenbriar senior home where we 
will meet with the Jewish residents and 
celebrate Purim. 
3. This group will meet at the Boys and 
Girls Club where they will get their hands 
dirty working on a hands on project to 
repair the building.  
 
Once again I cannot thank you enough for 
helping. You are making these events 

March 6: Chaverim go to the McWane 
Center, 12:30 to 2:30 pm; RSVPs due to 
Taryn by Saturday evening, March 5.  
 
March 9: Come kick back and hang out 
with Kadima and USY at Lounge Night! 
Bring your homework, bring some games, 
or just bring yourself for a fun night with 
your friends!  
 
March 11-13: Ein Gedi USY Spring  
Sub-Regional Convention in Chattanooga. 
Open to all 9th-12th graders. Celebrate 
March Madness with your friends from all 
over the Southeast!  
 
Also… Keep your eyes and ears peeled for 
information about the upcoming Gesher 
Convention for 8th graders (April 1-3), and 
Hanegev USY Regional Convention for 9th-
12th graders (April 15-17)!  
 

For more information, contact Taryn Fink 
at youth@templebeth-el.net. 

possible for your teens.  
Feel free to give me a call with any 
questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Katie Hausman 
205-510-9010 
khausman@bhamjcc.org  
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large sticky page on the wall, where an 
instructor puts all the questions that are 
not directly related to the topic, or could 
potentially derail the lesson.  
 
The questions 
are important 
and valuable to 
seek answers to. 
Questions like: 
Why do Jews 
throw 
breadcrumbs 
into bodies of 
water on Rosh HaShanah? Why do we 
leave stones on a tombstone when 
visiting the cemetery? Why might a bride 
march around the groom three or seven 
times at a wedding? Instructors are not 
just validating a student’s curiosity by 
adding the question to the parking lot, 
they are promising to provide an answer 
at a more appropriate junction. 
Unfortunately, there are moments when 
time does not allow for the proper follow 
through on the parking lot questions. 
Enter “The Weekly Why.” 

M A R C H  2 0 1 6  N E W S L E T T E R  

Join us, starting in March, following the Torah 

service (11-11:45 am), as we explore the power of 
“why” in our new youth offering “The Weekly 

Why.” 

March Youth Programs  

New Shabbat Program for Youth Ages 7 -12 



 

 

P A G E  3  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

 

11 12 

13 14 

 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

March 2016 
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Confirmation/Yom Islands of  Adventure Trip 



Electives at Work...  



Vayakhel (March 4-5) 

Contributing to the Temple 

This Shabbat we find that everyone 

brought some kind of gift for the con-

struction of the sanctuary and the 

clothing for the priests. Even the 

chieftans brought gifts – which were 

given to Bezalel to incorporate into the 

clothing of the High Priest.  

Why is it important for everyone to be 

involved in the making of a sanctuary 

and holy space? 

  

ity to also ritually wash before sacred 

acts. One example of this is creating an 

“altar” out of our Shabbat table and 

washing before we eat. What is the 

difference between “ritual washing” 

and practical washing? How does 

“ritual washing” help you reach a level 

of holiness? 

 

 

Vayikra (March 18-19)  

Prayers and Good Deeds 

After the Temple was destroyed and 

sacrifices were no longer offered, 

some rabbis thought that prayer would 

replace the sacrifices. Other rabbis said 

that doing good deeds – particularly 

doing good for others without any 

hope of reward for yourself – was a 

better replacement for sacrifices.  

 

 

Pekudei (March 11-12)  

Ritual Handwashing 

Our Torah portion teaches us Kohanim, 

priests, are required to wash before 

performing ritual acts. As we are “a 

nation of Kohanim and a holy peo-

ple” (Exodus 19:6), it is our responsibil-

What do you think? Which is a better 

replacement – prayer or good deeds? 

Why?1 

 

Tzav (March 25-26)  

Defining Torah 

The opening of our parsha begins by 

saying, “This is the torah of the burnt 

offering…” (Leviticus 6:2). The term 

torah has come to mean many things 

in our tradition. It can mean the first 

five books of the Bible (some may use 

it as a catchall for the entire Jewish 

cannon). Torah can mean law, or even 

ritual.  

With so many “meanings and under-

standings” of torah, how would you 

define it? What is your torah? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1The Torah: Portion by Portion by Seymour Rossel p.157  
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M i tzvah for This Month’s Shabbatot  
From Rabbi Joseph 

Every Shabbat we are blessed to explore our tradition through the Torah reading of the week. Every 

portion has a different message and lesson to be learned. Use the suggested topic of conversation with 

your family to spark learning and engagement with the weekly parashah. Be it around your Shabbat table, 

through social media or driving in carpool… grab hold of your sacred text and make it your own! 

Figure 1: http://moneygeek.com.au/
superannuation/contributing-to-superannuation/ 

Figure 2: http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/
aid/607403/jewish/Meal-Hand-Washing.htm 

Figure 3: Rabbi Joseph and Rabbi Konigsburg 


