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Shabbat Shalom 

This is the Shabbat before the Great Fast of Tisha B’Av. The day we commemorate the 
destruction of the first and second Temple of Jerusalem. Over the centuries there have been 
many tragedies associated with the ninth day of the Hebrew month of Av. This Shabbat, just 
before the fast, we are reminded of the many sad events that have plagued our people.  
 
The explanation of the destruction of the Temple has never been about blaming others for our 
disasters. The Sages of Jewish History, always looked inward to find the flaws in the Jewish 
People that led us to death and destruction. The Talmud is quite clear that the second Temple, 
destroyed by Rome in 70 CE, was destroyed because of “sinat hinam – causeless hatred”.  The 
Rabbis teach that the hatred of one man, whose name was Kamza, for another man, bar Kamza, 
spilled over at a party; bar Kamza got insulted and plotted to destroy his nemesis and the 
Rabbis who were present refused to step in to help him. The Rabbis themselves were aware 
that their own rigidity also was a factor that led Rome to decide that the Jews were rebelling 
and there was a need to send in the army.  
 
Even during the siege of Jerusalem, the different factions of Jews never trusted one other, 
leading them to fight each other rather than unite over a common enemy. In the end, food 
supplies were destroyed, famine stalked the city and eventually Rome destroyed it all. Our 
ancestors thought that the destruction of the Temple would be the end of Judaism, but they 
were wrong. Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai, together with his students, gathered in the coastal 
city of Yavne and together they saved Judaism and made it into the religion that we know 
today.  
  
While I was away over the past three weeks, six nations ended a long and complicated 
negotiation over nuclear weapons in Iran. The agreement is convoluted and written in the 
language of diplomacy, a language that lets all parties think that they got the better side of a 
deal. Over the past two weeks, commentators who are far more informed than I am, have 
debated the merits of this agreement and already Congress is beginning to focus on whether or 
not this agreement is good for our country.  
 
Saudi Arabia and Israel, who were not parties to the negotiations, have expressed their fears 
about what this agreement will mean to their national interests. Jewish leaders have rallied 
around Israel and expressed their fears about what this agreement will mean to “Jewish” 
concerns. Everyone is condemning the diplomats that forged this agreement and the pundits in 
the media have weighed in on how they would have negotiated a better deal.  

 



So let me say this about it from the start, this agreement with Iran does not mark the end of 
Israel as we know her nor does it mark the end of Western Civilization.  Israel will not cease to 
exist if this agreement is ratified by our country. I believe that anytime you hear people 
shouting about dire consequences, the truth is usually its first casualty.  This agreement will not 
make Israel safer. Only when Israel and its Arab neighbors sit down to negotiate their own 
treaties, will Israel be safer. Israel is much safer because of treaties with Egypt and Jordan. 
Israel and Saudi Arabia are more aligned than ever because of this agreement. You could make 
a case that because of the maxim “the enemy of my enemy is my friend”, the agreement with 
Iran is causing the enemies of Iran to begin to share information to limit the Iranian threat.  
 
Iran is a pariah among most nations; along with North Korea, it is an outcast among nations. It 
meddles in the affairs of many countries; it spreads revolution all over the globe. Iran sponsors 
terrorism directly, through its Revolutionary Guards (who really oppose this nuclear deal) and 
indirectly through proxies like Hezbollah and Hamas. This agreement will not end those threats. 
It was not designed to do so. The diplomats tell us that they could not get a comprehensive 
deal, so they limited the deal to nuclear weapons. Since nuclear weapons are the worst case 
scenario of having to deal with Iran, it is an important agreement. I would prefer Israel having 
to deal with Iran with conventional weapons rather than nuclear ones.  
 
There is a story of an old Jew who tells a king that he can teach the King’s horse to fly. The King 
is skeptical. He tells the Jew that he is willing to pay a great sum of money to have the Jew 
teach his horse to fly. But if the Jew fails, he will be condemned to imprisonment and torture. 
The Jew tells the King that it will take ten years to teach his horse to fly. The King agrees and 
turns over his horse to be trained by the Jew.  Later, the friends of the Jew are aghast at the 
deal their friend has made with the King. “You can’t teach a horse to fly” they insist. “True” says 
the Jew, but a lot can happen in ten years. The King could die, the horse could die, I could die or 
maybe I can teach the horse to fly. The odds are all good!” 
 
There is no question that Iran will not be able to acquire a nuclear weapon for ten to fifteen 
years. Many respected diplomats and commentators agree on this. They have to reduce the 
number of centrifuges; (some will be dismantled but not shipped out of the country). Most of 
the enriched uranium must be shipped out of the country. The heavy water plutonium reactor 
will have to be shut down. And there are strict limits to what Iran can do with the uranium they 
have now. For the next ten to fifteen years, Iran will not have a nuclear weapon. That much is 
clear. 
 
The arguments are now about what happens ten years from now. Will Iran suddenly have 
nuclear weapons in ten years? Will they have all the ingredients in ten years? Will they just 
reassemble their centrifuges and pick up enriching uranium right where they left off? I think we 
forget that ten years is a very long time. A lot can happen in ten years. Our economy tanked 
and then recovered in only eight years. Ten years ago there was no such thing as social 
networks. While GPS has been around for many years, it only became commercially available 
within the past ten years. The Android operating system for cell phones is barely ten years old. 



Computer touch screens did not exist ten years ago and the computers we used ten years ago 
were bigger, bulkier and not very fast by today’s standards.  
 
Who is to say that today’s centrifuges will still be useful ten years from now? Without a supply 
of spare parts, most of Iran’s nuclear technology will be very obsolete ten years from now. A lot 
can happen in ten years. The ayatollahs could die. The Iranian Government could fall. The 
People of Iran could be so attached to Western culture that they will prefer not to be a nuclear 
state. Iran could live up to the nuclear non-proliferation treaty that they are ignoring today. The 
west could have more sensitive ways to monitor Iranian progress toward a weapon. We could 
have smarter weapons that could halt Iranian production. (Remember, the reason Iran does not 
have a bomb today is because of a computer virus that was inserted in their computers by a 
country or countries that have never been named). In addition, the price of oil could continue 
to fall and Iran will need more support from the West, not less, in ten years, necessitating a 
new treaty at that time.  
 
I don’t have a crystal ball to tell me what will happen that far into the future. All I know is that 
right now, Iran will not become a nuclear state. I have no doubt that it will continue to foster 
unrest in the world, that it will sponsor terrorism against Israel and the United States. (I do not 
forget the 241 U.S. servicemen killed in Beirut in 1983 by Hezbollah, the Iranian proxy now 
fighting in Syria against US interests there.) I can’t say that I am thrilled that Iran will have the 
money to meddle even more on the world stage. I trust that Israel will be up to the challenge to 
thwarting attacks on our people and I suspect that the amount of money will not be as large as 
predicted. What western business or bank would do business with Iran without large amounts 
of money held as collateral for investments in Iran? Will Iran cheat on her agreements? Almost 
certainly. I trust that the IAEA has enough experience with Iranian cheating to be on top of 
whatever Iran might think up.  
 
The bottom line in all of this is that the sky is not falling. The end is not near. There are many 
good things that could happen and there are many bad things. We have to stay vigilant and be 
careful. Let us not forget that Iran is the enemy, not our President or our Secretary of State. We 
must be careful not to let those who would prefer war to peace take charge of this discussion. 
We must be careful not to let those who would have peace at any price be in charge as well.  
 
This agreement is done and needs to be ratified and put into effect to prevent a nuclear Iran. 
Then we need to start the next round of negotiations over Iran’s role in world terrorism. This is 
only one step in a long process, and we need to stop arguing about this one and get started on 
the next. That is the course of action that will make the world a safer place for all of us.  
May God bring peace to this planet. We can’t have peace soon enough.  
 
Amen and Shabbat Shalom 


