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Shabbat Shalom and Happy Hanukkah 

We can talk about the miracle of oil burning for eight days and we can talk about the miracle of 

the Maccabees defeating the great army of the Syrian/Greeks but one of the most basic 

reasons for a festival of lights in the middle of winter is because we need to increase the light 

during these long dark nights of winter. At the time when life is as dark as it can get, we light 

lights to remind ourselves that the future is always bright.  

Remembering that there is always light in the future has become a rather important part of our 

lives these days. It is not just because it is winter, but because of how life has been unfolding 

over the past months; it has made us feel as if we are all groping in the dark. The terror attacks 

in San Bernardino and in Paris have placed us all on edge. Other terror attacks on a Russian 

civilian jet in Egypt and the constant terror attacks in Israel remind us of how dark our world 

has become. When you add on top of the terror attacks the many mass shootings that have 

become so commonplace in our society, we truly begin to wonder if we will ever again see the 

light.  

Gun violence in this country has become so common we don’t even notice it anymore. I was 

talking to the Birmingham Police officers that guard our doors on Shabbat and they are 

surprised at the number of shootings and killings that are taking place on the streets of our own 

city. We have to remember that people are being shot at a rate that is almost beyond our 

ability to fathom the numbers. And even when we are forced to confront the killing, when 

there are mass murders at workplaces, at schools, at universities, in churches and on public 

streets, we try very hard to look the other way and try to live a “normal” life. 

I have to tell you, I don’t understand it. Gun violence kills more people than the number of 

Americans killed in every war we have waged in this country since the Revolutionary War in 

1776. We march in anti-war protests but not in anti-gun violence protests. We live in fear of 

terrorism but more people are murdered than who die in terror attacks yet we don’t live in fear 

of guns. We worry if a home grown terrorist can be found before they go on a killing rampage 

but we don’t seem to worry about the fact that they can buy the guns and ammunition they 

need legally at their local gun store.  

 



 

2 
 

I’m sorry, I just don’t get it. I am a Rabbi and I live in a world where all life is sacred. I teach a 

religion where if you can save one life it is as if you have saved the world. But we do nothing to 

save lives when it comes to gun violence. I know the cliché so well, if we were all armed we 

would be able to defend ourselves in case of mass attack. If someone were to break into the 

synagogue and start shooting, then we would want someone carrying a gun to defend us. But I 

ask you. When 88 out of 100 people in our society have guns, why has not one gun owner 

saved a single life in a mass shooting? Do we really think that more guns will save us?  

I really get the fact that there are good reasons to own a gun. Shooting at targets is a real sport; 

they compete at the Olympics. I may not be a hunter but I understand hunting. Whether for 

sport or for food, I may not agree with it but I would not tell anyone they should not be able to 

hunt.  But can we really say that a target shooter or a hunter needs an automatic or semi-

automatic gun to hunt or for target practice? Will it really make a difference to a hunter if their 

ammunition clip has more than ten shots in it? Does he really need thirty or more rounds? 

I can think of no reason why the couple in San Bernardino should have been able to buy 

automatic weapons. I can’t think of a reason anyone should be able to buy such weapons. I 

don’t understand how any gun enthusiast would want to accumulate so much ammunition 

unless they were planning mass murder. Is it really so hard to think up meaningful legislation 

that would keep guns out of the hands of terrorists and the mentally ill? Is it so hard to think of 

safety devices for guns that would prevent an unauthorized user from stealing a weapon and 

using it to kill someone else? Can anyone really think of a reason why guns like the Glock, the 

Sig Sauer and the Bushmaster should even be for sale on the streets of our city let alone in the 

weekly gun shows at our convention centers? 

These are the facts that you can agree with or not. First of all, more guns do not make us safer. 

The fact is that in seven of the top ten states with the strongest gun laws the number of gun 

deaths is way lower.  

There is no absolute law in this country that permits everyone to own any gun they want. Even 

the most conservative members of the Supreme Court in this country agree that no American 

has the right “to keep and carry any weapon whatsoever in any manner whatsoever and for 

whatever purpose.” There are sensible gun laws that do not violate the second amendment. 

No matter what the NRA may tell you, 74% of NRA members support criminal background 

checks for anyone who purchases a gun.  75% of NRA members believe that concealed carry 

permits for guns should NOT be given to anyone convicted of a violent misdemeanor. 68 % of 

NRA members don’t think that people with prior arrest records for domestic violence should 

have a permit to carry a gun. The vast majority of NRA members think that people on the terror 
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watch list should not be able to buy guns and that people who own guns should be required to 

report their theft to the police. 

Conservative talk show host Joe Scarborough, who was once a congressman who supported the 

NRA said that the violence in this country has made him change his mind. He said, “Our Bill of 

Rights does not guarantee gun manufacturers the absolute right to sell military-style high 

caliber, semi –automatic combat assault rifles with high capacity magazines to whoever they 

want.” Nicholas Kristof of the New York Times adds, “I understand that shooting is fun. But so is 

driving and we accept that we must wear seat belts, use headlights at night, and fill out forms 

to buy a car. Why can’t we be equally adult about regulating guns?” 

If we are serious about ending the killing on our streets, if we want to make our communities 

safer without waiting for someone in our own family to be shot or killed, then we are the ones 

that will need to take action. Until there comes a time when we demand sensible, meaningful 

legislation to curb the violence in this country, we can’t expect our state and federal officials to 

stop collecting money from gun makers and they will continue passing laws that make it more 

likely that one of us will one day be shot. If we don’t demand a change, then, my friends, 

nothing is going to change. There will be more shootings at church and at Planned Parenthood; 

there will be more shootings at schools, universities, movie theaters and work places. When will 

we finally have our fill of gun violence and demand that the killing stop? 

For all those who have died in the many acts of mass gun violence in this country, let us rise for 

a Kaddish – In their memory. May we find, in their deaths, the strength we need to make our 

streets safer soon. Please Rise for the Kaddish 


