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Shabbat Shalom 
 
Clara, when we think of building, we usually think about construction projects. No matter if we 
are building with Legos or with brick and mortar, we take smaller things and use them to make 
something larger, something big enough to play with or big enough to live inside.  
 
And Clara, you are right in thinking that not everyone has the ability to build something. My 
teacher at Rabbinical School taught me that it takes no talent at all to tear down a house but 
you have to be a trained architect or builder to build a house. Jews are asked each fall to put a 
sukkah together, a small hut to live in or eat in for the seven days of Sukkot. It is just four walls, 
you don’t even have to put up a roof, and still it is a tricky project for those who are 
unaccustomed to constructing anything. I assure you that you don’t have the only family that is 
unaccustomed to working with hammer and nails.  
 
But there are other kinds of construction projects that do not require a trip to Home Depot.  
For example, Clara, how do you build a reputation? We have lots of names we use when we 
describe the people in our lives. Sometimes we use good names: She is a good friend, He is 
kind, She does good work, He is devoted, She is careful, He is wise, She is caring, She is 
generous, He is giving, She works hard, He is a good listener, She has a good heart, He has a 
kind heart.  But Clara sometimes the nouns we use are not so nice: She is mean, He is nasty, She 
is hurtful, He is self centered, She is shallow, He is self absorbed; you get the idea.  
 
But Clara, where do these nouns come from? They come from the way we live our lives every 
day, the reputation we have in the community. We are known from the way we construct our 
lives.  People see what we do and judge us by our deeds and in this way we build a reputation 
every day. It is true that sometimes people see us in an incomplete way and they judge us 
harshly. Sometimes others are jealous about what we are doing so they spread lies about who 
we are. But in the end, good or bad, what we do in our lives is how we are seen by the rest of 
the world.  
 
At the very beginning of the building project that ends in this week’s Parsha, God gives the 
command to get the construction started. God says, “Build me a sanctuary so that I may dwell 
among them.” The Mishkan is supposed to be a house of God. God should have said that he 
wanted to dwell within IT. But God does not want to dwell alone.  
 
In addition to building a reputation, we can also build a home for God in our heart. But God will 
not dwell in any heart. God may visit every heart but to LIVE there? What would we need to 
build in our hearts so that God will live within us? 
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We know what we need to do to make our hearts a place where God can dwell. We have to 
have a pure heart, not one that is always scheming and plotting ways to hurt others. God wants 
a heart that is open to others, one that looks out to see who is in pain, who is embarrassed, 
who is filled with sorrow, so we can extend our heart to offer comfort and consolation. A selfish 
heart has no room for God.  
 
Clara, you already know what kind of a heart beats inside your parents. You will never find 
people who are more caring and kind than those in your family. You can trace the family trait of 
kindness and caring all the way back to your grandparents. The only question anyone here has 
today is if you will have the same kind heart they have. Will you make your heart a sanctuary 
where God would like to dwell? No one else can do this for you. Now, as you enter the world of 
grown-ups, you will have to build for yourself the kind of heart, the kind of reputation, the kind 
of life that will be a house of God.  
 
Your service projects and the studies you have undertaken to make this day special, testify that 
you are on the right path. We are all honored to see you set out in life eager to learn and ready 
to help others in need.  This is a very special day. You opened your heart to us and gave us a 
glimpse of your hopes and dreams for the future.  
 
We pray that God will always find room to dwell in your heart and may you always overflow 
with love for others as we say…. Amen and Mazal Tov. 
 
 


