
 



Text: 

 
 

Consider: 
 

    “You shall see it [the fringe on your garment]” is read by the sages 
so that you shall see God’s presence, for “whoever fulfills the 
commandment of the fringes merits greeting the Shekhinah.” 
 

Thus we may look at the glory of God’s kingdom, which exists in 
everything, … But it is hidden, and a truly wholehearted act of self-
negation allows one to see His Shining glory. … This too is the meaning 
of “you shall see it” – “you shall see His sign” This refers to the sign 
that is within each thing, bearing witness to our blessed God. … 
Observing the commandments also has to be … in order to cleave to 
God and remember that we were created only to fulfill His will. … Any 
intelligent person could reject this world on his own. But our sages said 
that “a person should not say: ‘I cannot eat the meat of pigs,’ but 
rather: ‘My Father in heaven commanded me ….’ This is why we should 
“turn not aside … so that you remember … and be holy.” Our turning 
aside from the material world should be for God’s sake, to cleave to 
Him. The true power we Jews have to reject materialism comes about 
because God brought us out of Egypt. That is why this passage ends: “I 
am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be 

ֶשה לֵּאמֹּר-ַויֹּאֶמר ְיהָוה ֶאל לז ר ֶאל לח  .מֹּ ֶהם ְוָעשּו ָלֶהם ִציִצת ַעל-ַדבֵּ ל ְוָאַמְרָת ֲאלֵּ -ְבנֵּי ִיְשָראֵּ
ָתם ְוָנְתנּו ַעל רֹּ יֶהם ְלדֹּ י ִבְגדֵּ ֶלת-ַכְנפֵּ תוֹּ  לט  .ִציִצת ַהָכָנף ְפִתיל ְתכֵּ ְוָהָיה ָלֶכם ְלִציִצת ּוְרִאיֶתם אֹּ

ָתם ְוֹלאִמְצו-ָכל-ּוְזַכְרֶתם ֶאת ינֵּיֶכם ֲאֶשר-ֹּת ְיהָוה ַוֲעִשיֶתם אֹּ י עֵּ י ְלַבְבֶכם ְוַאֲחרֵּ ַאֶתם -ָתתּורּו ַאֲחרֵּ
יֶהם ִנים ַאֲחרֵּ יֶכםִמְצו-ָכל-ְלַמַען ִתְזְכרּו ַוֲעִשיֶתם ֶאת מ  .זֹּ ִשים לֵּאֹלהֵּ ֲאִני  מא  .ָֹּתי ִוְהִייֶתם ְקדֹּ

ֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ִלְהיוֹּת ָלֶכם לֵּאֹלִהים אִתי ֶאְתֶכם מֵּ צֵּ יֶכם ֲאֶשר הוֹּ יֶכם  ְיהָוה ֱאֹלהֵּ   .ֲאִני ְיהָוה ֱאֹלהֵּ
 
The Lord said to Moses as follows: Speak to the Israelite people and 
instruct them to make for themselves fringes on the corners of their 
garments throughout the ages; let them attach a cord of blue to the fringe 
at each corner, that shall be your fringe; look at it and recall all the 
commandments of the Lord and observe them, so that you do not follow 
your heart and eyes in your lustful urge. Thus you shall be reminded to 
observe all My commandments and to be holy to your God. I the Lord am 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I, the 
Lord your God.  [Numbers 15:37-41] 



your God; I am the Lord your God.” [Sefat Emet 4:88: Translation of 
Rabbi Arthur Green] 
 

    Here the teachings of Hasidism are emphasized in contrast to both 
non-Hasidic Orthodoxy and the early growth of secular 
antimaterialism. On the one hand, Rabbi Judah Leib emphasizes that 
the goal and reward of observance are true religious experience, the 
seeing of God within all things. Here Hasidism is clearly distinguished 
from non-hasidic Judaism, which does not know about finding and 
seeing God within all of existence.  
 

On the other hand, the rejection of the material world also has to be 
for God’s sake alone, directed toward the same religious vision. An 
intelligent secular person might also see through materialism, 
recognizing the need for some higher purpose. This is a step in the right 
direction, but by itself it does not suffice. Simply rejecting the vanities 
of the material world is not the same as seeing though those vanities to 
discover the face of God looking back at one from within each of God’s 
creations. [Rabbi Arthur Green, “The Language of Truth p.240-1; JPS 
press] 
 

Think About It: 
 

 The human voice is calculated to be heard, but God’s voice is to be 
really and truly seen. Why? Because all that God says are not words 
but actions which the eyes perceive before the ears do. [Philo of 
Alexandria] 
 

 Maybe one of the reasons that we struggle to hear God’s voice 
speak to us is that we are listening in the wrong places, expecting 
burning bushes and mountains of Sinai in the midst of suburbia. Or 
perhaps we are listening with our ears instead of listening with our 
hearts. Take a look at the world around you. God’s voice speaks to 
us everywhere. If only we would listen in the right places! [Rabbi 
Kerry M. Olitzky, “100 Blessings Every Day” p.274; Jewish Lights 
Press] 




