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Shabbat Shalom 
  
First of all I think it is important that we have a moment of silence to honor the memories of 
the victims of terror in France. The attack in Paris, as well as the attack in Beirut and the 
ongoing attacks in Israel are constant reminders that we live in a dangerous world and we have 
to all stand together in the face of this terrible evil. Only if we can stand together can we hope 
to someday overcome terror. 
 
One of the oddities of this week’s parsha is found at the very beginning. Jacob, fleeing from his 
angry brother is on his way to Haran to find a wife. He decides to camp out overnight in a field 
and he collects stones to sleep on. But in the morning, there is only one stone that has been his 
bed. The later rabbis declare that it was a miracle how the many stones became one stone 
overnight.  
 
I don’t usually talk about the Zohar, the Jewish book of mysticism, but there is an interesting 
commentary on these verses.  According to the Zohar, when Jacob wakes up, sees the one 
stone where there were many, he understands that he is in a holy place. Why? Because he now 
understands that while it appears that there were many stones, in reality, all of them were 
interconnected. Their separation was only an illusion.  The Zohar goes on to say that all of 
nature is like this. We think that there are so many different parts but they are all 
interconnected and they are all unified in God.  
 
There is a story about a king who is a master of illusions. He wants the people of his kingdom to 
love him and to seek him out. So he builds a great castle illusion with illusory doors and 
hallways. At each door and in each hall he places illusory treasures of gold, silver and vacations 
in exotic places. He then tells everyone to come and find him. The people come and climb all 
over the castle but they tire of looking for the king and in the end they take one of the illusory 
treasures and just go home. Finally, the son of the king arrives and quickly sees that it is all an 
illusion and the king is sitting on a folding chair in the middle of a large field.  
 
This story and the Zohar tell us that while we perceive differences in the world, in nature and in 
life, it is all an illusion. In the end, everything is God. Our mission in life is to find the God in 
everything and recognize the grand unity of the world. In nature it is easy to see that we are all 
connected in one web of life, but when it comes to human beings, it is hard to connect to those 
who are so different from us. Instead of seeing each human being as being created in the image 
of God, we choose to see good people and bad people; people like me and people that are not 
like me; people who I like and people who I don’t like; people who are worthy of my attention 
and people who are not worthy of my attention.   
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This week, an important moral issue became lost in our fear.  An important moral issue, the 
common humanity we share with every human being, became lost in our fear of terrorism. In 
the wake of the attacks in Paris, suddenly Governors of over half the states, including Alabama, 
decided that in order to protect the citizens of their states, they would not allow refugees from 
Syria to be resettled in their states; in our state.  
 
I know that this has now become a politicized issue, but it is not a political issue. I know that 
many people are afraid and they are acting irrationally in their fear. I also believe that there are 
some who, to advance their own political agenda, are sowing this fear in our country. But there 
is an important moral issue at stake here. There is the most important value in Judaism, Hesed, 
basic kindness that is being ignored. In our fear we have forgotten our commitment to Ahavat 
Ger, the welcoming of strangers into our community.  We are in danger of forgetting that once 
we were a homeless people who were persecuted because we did not have a place to call 
home. We are in danger of forgetting that once we were strangers in the Land of Egypt. We are 
commanded by God in the Torah to give shelter to those who are homeless. We must not turn 
our backs on them and say that their pain is not our concern. We are all created in the image of 
God and we need to treat each other as if we all share that image. 
 
I heard on the radio this week that our Government should not accept any refugees in this 
country if there is a possible danger to even one American citizen. But we accept in our lives 
many dangers that are far more likely than a terrorist hiding among the refugees. Do we expect 
our government to protect us from even one crazy driver on Highway 280 and Interstate 65 
every day? Do we expect our government to ban cigarettes if it will save just one person from 
dying of cancer each year because they are allowed to smoke? There is a lot more than one 
crazy person with a gun but not one governor is asking the Federal government to protect us 
with sensible gun control.  And yet, if changing the refugee problem will insure that not one bad 
guy gets into this country, it is ok that thousands of refugees should be kept out in the rain and 
cold just because they fled from the face of death in their homes.  
 
Refugees must go through five different levels of security clearance before they can come to 
this country. It is a process that takes almost two years.  Refugees wait in tent camps on the 
border of Syria waiting for our government to approve their resettlement in our country. Why 
would a terrorist wait two years to get into this country hiding as a refugee? They could come 
here tomorrow with a false passport through our terrible immigration program.  Our 
government puts us citizens in danger every day because they will not fix a broken immigration 
system nor pay for enough homeland security officers and border patrol agents.  
 
Refugees have nobody to support them, nobody to stand up for them. They have no home and 
no diplomats to speak up on their behalf. We have a terrible reputation when it comes to 
refugees.  In the past 150 years our country has refused Italian and Irish immigrants because we 
feared they would be anarchists. We refused Jews and Eastern Europeans because we thought 
they would be communists. We refused Jews from the former Soviet Union because we 
thought they might be spies. Now our state will turn away Arabs because they are not 
Christians and all Arabs must be terrorists.  I find it telling that there are no diplomats, 
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immigration officers nor homeland security experts who are the least bit concerned about 
terrorists hiding out as refugees. They are all satisfied and happy with the process that vets 
those who seek to be resettled in our country.  
 
It is the ones who seek to confuse us with the illusion of security that would hide the 
commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves and to keep us from seeing the basic 
humanity of those who are in need. They would turn away the very people who need our help. 
A country like ours, wealthy and strong, should be taking 100,000 refugees as our part in 
solving a world refugee crisis. Our President has only agreed to take 10,000. Last year we only 
took in 2000. Germany has already agreed to take in 500,000 more refugees this year. They 
have every reason to be more afraid of terrorism than we are and yet refugees do not pose a 
problem for them.  
 
We must not let our illusory fears overcome our humanity. The illusory walls we are building 
will not keep terror from our shores. If we accept the refugees into our communities and 
welcome them to our cities, helping them find jobs, homes and dignity, they will, as all refugees 
have done throughout the ages, return our kindness tenfold. We have more to fear from our 
own citizens than we do from these refugees. They can and should be an integral part of our 
community. Our faith will not let us turn our backs on those in need of our help, of any 
nationality or faith. I am glad that our Governor does not really have to power to turn these 
refugees away. But I fear that we the citizens of this state might turn away from those in need 
of our help. 
 
We must not let fear keep us from seeing the God that is right in front of our eyes; the image of 
God in the faces of those displaced by war and bloodshed. Let us open our homes and our 
communities to those who are in such immediate need. In this way we can bring blessings into 
their lives, into our lives and into our community.  
 
There are not different kinds of people in the world. There is only one humanity that we need 
to embrace every day. May God help us see the divine image in all those we encounter, here 
and abroad, as we say Amen and Shabbat Shalom. 


