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Vayikra-Zachor 2016s 
Rabbi Randall Konigsburg 
Bat Mitzvah of Ida Rose Rutkoff 
 
Shabbat Shalom 
 
Ida Rose, yes this is a very special day for you. This is the Day of your Becoming Bat Mitzvah, but 
it is also a special day for this congregation. We get to share this special day with you and 
celebrate with your family the very special young lady that you are becoming. It is good that 
this Shabbat is Parshat Zachor, The Shabbat of Remembrance, because you will never forget 
this day. 
 
 
Rabbi Ephraim Pelkovits, a colleague of mine at the American Jewish University in Los Angeles, 
called my attention to a strange anomaly in your Maftir portion. You taught us well when you 
noted that we are supposed to remember what Amalek did to us when we were on our way out 
of Egypt. But the next sentence is very odd. It reads: Remember how he (Amalek) fell upon you 
on the way, and cut down all the stragglers, when you were faint and weary, and feared not 
God.” What is odd is that the sentence does not make clear exactly who did not fear God.  
 
The great Biblical commentator of the 12th century, Rashi, declares what we expect from the 
verse, that Amalek did not fear God. But another commentator, Hizkuni, from the 13th century 
understands the verse to imply that it was US, it was the Israelites who did not fear God. Rabbi 
Pelkovitz goes on to say that we could read this passage as teaching the very troubling theology 
that since we did not have the proper faith in God, God decided that we deserved divine 
retribution. But this would not be correct. If we read the passage more closely we find a 
different and very important message in our text. 
 
Hizkuni may be trying to teach us that the People of Israel also failed that day. Did the strongest 
people among the Israelites somehow allow the weak and weary people to be subject to attack 
because they ignored them? Had we failed to protect them? Did we fail to care for them? Did 
we leave them vulnerable to Amalek’s attack and to other dangers of the desert? The lesson 
here would be that faith in God demands that we care for each other, that we must not forget 
anyone, especially the weak and weary among our people. We have to remember them and not 
forget that they need our help.  
 
Ida Rose, you taught us today that even though in some ways you are still a child, you have 
begun to take on adult responsibilities. You are volunteering your time to help children younger 
than you who are ill, who are weak and weary, and you work with others to make sure they get 
their own special Magic Moments. You serve food to the weak and weary at Ronald McDonald 
house so that the families can work on getting well together.  
 
In our world today, Ida Rose, Amalek is the darkness of feeling lost and abandoned in life. But 
you remember each day to fight Amalek; you help children and their parents feel connected 
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and alive. You bring your light to their darkness so they can find their way home to our people. 
This is a big job for a 12 year old child. Or maybe I should say that while there may come a day 
when you will no longer be interested in watching Sponge Bob, I hope that there will never 
come a day that you will forget to look into the eyes of children in need of your love. May you 
always remember to bring joy and light into their lives.  
 
Ida Rose, your family has put you on a road that requires community service. We pray today 
that you never falter on that path. May you always step confidently into your future, showing 
the way to the weak and weary, and helping all of us to remember our responsibilities to them 
all. 
 
Mazal Tov, Ida Rose, on your becoming a Bat Mitzvah. We are all exceptionally proud to 
welcome you this day into our community as you begin your journey into the grown up world.  
 
 


