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Shabbat Shalom 

What I want to talk about this morning is the beginning of the Book of Vayikra/Leviticus. The 
first word of this book is written in the Torah scroll with a small “aleph” at the end. Modern 
scholars tell us that probably this silent letter at one time, dropped off the word in an ancient 
scribal error and later, noting the obvious misspelling of the first word, scribes put the small 
aleph in so it would be noted as a correction to the traditional text. 

 

Other Rabbis, however, created a different story for the small “aleph”. They said that the tiny 
letter represents the presence of God in every one of us. Aleph is the letter that stands for the 
number one, and the biggest “one” in the universe is God. The part of us that is spiritual, the 
part of us that calls us to seek God and stay far away from sin, the part of us that calls us to do 
teshuva when we do the wrong thing, is the “sound” of this “aleph”, the sound of God calling 
from deep in our soul. 

 

That is what I want to talk about today. But I can’t. Israel had an election this week and the 
Likud party of Benjamin Netanyahu won an unexpected victory. He will now have to put a 
coalition together that will comprise more than half of the seats in the Knesset. All the talking 
heads in Israel and in the United States are telling us that he will enter into a coalition with the 
far right wing parties and with the Orthodox religious parties to get his mandate. They tell us 
that this is a definitive defeat for the left and left-center in Israel. Likud picked up six seats more 
than the next largest party, thirty seats to the twenty-four seats commanded by his rival, Isaac 
Herzog.  

 

The pundits have also declared this is a disaster for the United States and the Obama 
Administration. Our President, they tell us, would have rather had a different winner of the 
Israeli election. If that is true, he will be no different than all of the previous presidents who 
would have preferred not to have to work with Netanyahu or the Likud party. The reality is that 
the elected leader of Israel is not decided by the President of the United States or by Congress. 
The ruling coalition of Israel is chosen by Israeli citizens. 

 

The citizens of Israel have spoken. The platform of the leftist parties in Israel was “it is the 
economy, stupid” won a lot of seats in the Knesset, just not enough to pass Netanyahu’s 
coalition who basically said, “If we are not elected, the State of Israel will be defeated by her 
foes”.  It is not a big stretch to say that the existential fear of destruction trumped the 
economic fears.  Just like the rest of Europe, where right wing/nationalist parties are on the 
rise, apparently the same is true in Israel as well.  

 



In the last day before the election Netanyahu declared that he is NOT for a Palestinian State or 
even a two state solution. He went on national TV in Israel to say that he will oppose a 
Palestinian state. He also went on social media to say to Likud voters that the leftists were 
busing in Arab Israelis to vote in the election and all who care about a Jewish State must come 
out and vote. Some pollsters in Israel are saying that this scare tactic frightened Likud members 
who were unhappy with Netanyahu to vote for him anyway.   

 

What I find very frightening is that the Prime Minister of Israel, by taking those two positions to 
win his election put himself and his government in opposition to the rest of the world and taints 
him with the label of “racist”.  It doesn’t matter if you like Netanyahu or not, he has, in order to 
win his election, placed himself and his government in a place where it will be very hard for 
other western governments to support him. Israel cannot stand alone in the world without 
allies. He has made foreign relations with other countries very difficult indeed. I don’t think the 
United States will abandon Israel, but it will be very hard to convince others that Israel is 
worthy of support.  

 

I heard from a reporter in Israel that this victory of Likud will also make it much harder for 
young people in the diaspora, Jews and non-Jews to become supporters of Israel. By turning his 
back on peace and on justice for Israel’s Arab citizens, young people in the United States will 
not be drawn into a better relationship or understanding of Israel and its position on peace in 
the Middle East. They will believe that they have little in common with the people and 
government of Israel.  

 

As I mentioned a couple of weeks ago, Israel must remain a bipartisan issue in this country. 
Already the right wing of our government is declaring victory in Israel and over our President. 
Their perception is that the people of Israel have given those on the right in our country a 
victory.  If so that will be a disaster for Israel in the long run. Many people only see the short 
term victory. The long term prognosis is not so good. If Democrats and Republicans can’t agree 
on support for Israel then Israel will have to deal with the inevitable fact of losing the support of 
the United States. Sooner or later one party will give way before the other and if we don’t keep 
Israel bipartisan, then a change in government here could spell the end of support for Israel and 
the end of any meaningful Jewish vote in the United States. We live in very dangerous times. 
Our world is full of people telling us that you must be “for us or against us”. The world is not 
just black and white.  Israeli colors may be blue and white, but in the United States, Israel must 
be purple.  

 

I don’t have any idea how this will all turn out in the weeks, months and years ahead. There are 
always surprises when it comes to politics. It was a Likud prime minister that eventually made 
peace with Egypt. The left leaning politicians in Israel failed three times to bring home peace 
with the Palestinians. Maybe the legacy of Netanyahu will be that he will find a way to peace. I 



only can remind everyone that peace with Egypt came at the price of the Yom Kippur War. 
Sadat needed that war to end the status quo in his time. That war resulted in the largest 
number or casualties in Israeli history. It brought down the long standing Labor Government of 
Golda Meir. I can only remind everyone that Netanyahu cannot prevent missiles from raining 
down on Tel Aviv or Ben Gurion Airport. Such missiles can rain down on Israel today, not just 
from the West Bank but from countries as far away as Iran and an already nuclear Pakistan that 
is also in danger of being overrun by Islamic fanatics.  

 

We all live in a dangerous world. Israel is in a very dangerous neighborhood. I am not a 
politician, diplomat nor am I a political analysist.  Please don’t confuse me with any of these. I 
am a Rabbi who loves Israel, loves Jews, who desires peace in the world and who teaches the 
word of God. I am also a realist. I understand human nature and the importance of living a life 
that is more than what is necessary for survival. I believe that there is a small godly part inside 
every human being. And I pray that it calls to all world leaders to find their way to end suffering, 
to end war and to bring peace to this small planet. 

 

I can only ask that everyone here, join me that that prayer. 

 

Amen and Shabbat Shalom 

 


