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1. Shabbat Shalom 

  

2.  It is an ancient custom that on Shabbat HaGadol, the Rabbi of the 

community would speak for at least three hours on the rules and 

regulations of Passover. In Europe, it was one of only two times the Rabbi 

would speak to the entire community. It was important for the proper 

observance of the Seder and Kashrut on Pesach. I was looking forward to 

this three hour block of time but then I decided that since I speak every 

week on Shabbat, I don’t need so much time. So you don’t have to check 

your watches. 

 

3. There is a wonderful story I first heard from the well-known Rabbi Sidney 

Greenberg. There was a little girl who was writing in her diary. As she 

finished the day’s entry, she looked at her mother sitting nearby and said, 

“This is one book where I wish I could look at the last pages and see how 

the story ends.” 

 



4. So ask yourself the question, if you could discover what would happen on 

the final days of your life, would you want to look ahead and see what is 

there? Would you want to know how your life turns out in the end? I heard 

once, long ago, about a woman who was told that she had about a year left 

to live due to a recently diagnosed illness. A few weeks later she committed 

suicide. There is a special kind of terror sometimes when we can see too 

clearly into the future.  

 

5. And yet, that is exactly what our Haftara is about; it is an attempt to see 

into the future. My teacher and friend Rabbi Neil Gillman once wrote about 

the final verses from the Haftara we just read. He writes, “There is a 

decided ambiguity about these last verses. That very verse appears two 

verses earlier in our text and then is repeated after an intervening verse 

that reads: ‘He [Elijah] shall reconcile parents with children and children 

with parents, so that, when I come, I do not strike the land with utter 

destruction’. The compilers of this material did not want the book to close 

with the theme of “utter destruction.” Hence they have us repeat the 

previous verse, which speaks of reconciliation.  The message then is a 

mixed one. Clearly the prophet is speaking about the events that will take 



place at the end of days, what theologians call eschatology. But he presents 

us with two contrasting scenarios for that day: One speaks of reconciliation 

and the other of utter destruction. So which is it? Probably one or the 

other, and it depends on us.” 

 

6. We live in a world where we are always concerned about the future. We 

teach our children to plan for their future. We learn early to save for our 

future. We work hard to acquire a better future for ourselves and our 

children. Movies and books try to have us understand their vision of what 

the future could look like.  (Usually it ends either on a happy note or with a 

zombie apocalypse). People pay fortune tellers all kinds of money to learn 

what the future will bring and one of the most popular things to read is the 

horoscope where we try and see the future in our stars.  

 

7. There is a constant fantasy in Science Fiction where a person can travel into 

the future and see how the decisions made today affect the way their life 

turns out. The great writer, H.G.Wells, in his novel, “The Time Machine” 

paints a picture of a terrible future due to the way nations wage war on 

each other, but in the end, the hero travels ahead into time to help the 

future human beings learn from the mistakes of the past.  



 

8. The problem with trying to learn about the future is that the future does 

not really exist. First of all, the very concept of time, either forward or 

backward is just a human invention. Other animals do not study history nor 

do they plan for their future other than to prepare for a cold dark winter. 

When we look at the stars, we don’t really see the stars as they are. We 

only see the light that they emitted hundreds or thousands of years ago 

and that light is just reaching us. The star could have exploded or died a 

century or more in the past but that light has yet to reach our eyes.  

 

9. We are in the final phases of our Pesach preparations.  We are ready to re-

enact the story of Jewish independence. We will relive the Exodus from 

Egypt when God redeemed our people from slavery in Mitzrayim, and 

brought us first to Mt. Sinai to learn God’s law and then on to the land that 

God promised to our ancestors. We remember this act of redemption 

because we believe that it proves that God will redeem us again, in the 

future, when the end of days arrives.  

 

10.   Rabbi Gillman explains that the prophet Malachi, at the end of our haftara 

today, is telling us that there are two types of redemption that the future 



can bring. One possibility is that the future holds for us a time of 

reconciliation. The end of days will be a time when we will finally learn to 

love our fellow human beings and there will be no more arguments or 

conflicts to disturb us.  The other type of redemption is one in which God 

despairs of ever seeing human beings dwelling together in peace, there will 

be an utter destruction and God will then have to rebuild a better world on 

the ashes of our failed society.  

 

11.  Maybe we remember the different cults that made the news at the end of 

the last century. These doomsday cults believed that they had to remove 

themselves from society to avoid the destruction that was sure to come 

with the end of the millennium. We are now in the second decade of the 

twenty first century and still there are religious sects that believe that God 

will come and destroy the world just after saving the pious from having to 

witness the destruction.  

 

12.  But Malachi reminds us that it does not have to be this way. We can create 

a better future for ourselves and for humanity. We can build a future where 

people learn to love their neighbor as they love themselves. That even a 

lion and a lamb can learn to live together. We can work to bring a day when 



we will turn our swords into ploughshares and our spears into pruning 

hooks. This is not a time we can just hope and wish to happen someday. It 

is a future we will have to work for each and every day we are alive. We 

need to work to repair the world, L’taken Olam, to build the kind of world 

where all can live together in peace.  

 

13.  Our Passover Sedarim, that we will perform this coming week, reminds us 

that if we are to find redemption in our own time, we will need to do the 

work to make that happen. Rabbi Gillman concludes: “our world is 

complicated; the differences between good and evil are murky. It’s not 

always easy to decide how we should act, how our society should conduct 

itself, how to make this world a better place for all of humanity. The 

message of Malachi is that the decision is in our hands. God waits for us. 

We can have reconciliation, or we can have utter destruction. That choice 

gives us plenty to think about as we approach our Passover. We should use 

this opportunity to dedicate ourselves to the task of repairing the world. 

The alternative does not bear thinking about.” 

 

14.  If we want to know how the future will turn out, we will have to create 

that future for ourselves. I don’t know when the end of days will finally 



come but at least we should all be able to say that we did what we could to 

bring reconciliation to the world. The alternative is before us. What are we 

prepared to do in our lives to bring peace and understanding to the world? 

 

15.  God, as we remember the redemption of the past, may you give us the 

courage and the strength to bring greater peace to this world. As we say… 

 

Amen and Shabbat Shalom 


