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Dear God,  

How can I possibly express my gratitude for bringing me to this amazing community? Once again you 

have reminded me to trust in you.  I had never thought about Jewish Life in Birmingham, Alabama and 

now Jewish Life here is also my life.  

 

The many pieces that had to come together to bring me here had to be divine intervention. No human 

being could have pulled all the pieces together to make this match. I am always in awe of the way you 

God run the universe; I am even in more awe about how you care for every human life.  

 

God, I am greatly humbled by the call you have given me to come here.  I suppose there are Rabbis who 

look to their position and see it as a position of leadership, with the ability to make changes that affect 

the lives of others. I don’t see it that way. I am just a Rabbi, just a teacher, trying to help people find 

their way in life, trying to support those who are having difficulty hanging on when times get hard.  I see 

my call as a call to help people grow, to help my community find their strength and their voice in the 

trials and tribulations of life on this planet.  I just want to let them know that no matter what may 

happen they are never alone in the universe.  As long as I am here, I know that you are here too. 

 

Loneliness is the most difficult feeling to endure. When we love someone else, the rest of the world 

does not really matter. When we have friends, we can find our way out of any problem. When we have 

faith God… Well, as the Baal Shem Tov taught, “If you have a lantern, you don’t have to be afraid of the 

dark.”  As long as we have your light, God, we never have to fear the dark side of life.  You God have 



never been far from my life and I know that you keep this community close to your heart as well.  If we 

are not alone, if you are always with us, we can do miracles.  

 

You have brought me to this community because you believe my being here will make a difference. That 

is my goal, to make a difference in the lives of the people who live here.  To let them know that they are 

not alone and that they have the strength to live meaningful and holy lives. I will give this my best 

efforts every day. This I can promise you God, to teach with patience and love that you are with us not 

only on the good days, but you are here on the bad days as well; holding us close and helping to dry our 

tears.  I will teach them every day, 21 times a day if necessary, so that they will believe and never forget.  

Even if it takes years of teaching and sharing, I will do all I can for this community to bring us closer to 

you.  

 

But I also promise that if you get angry at this community, I will stand up for them. If they struggle with 

injustice and unfairness, I will stand up for them for you owe them a life better than that. And if 

someone here has to carry a burden more than they can bear, I will be there to demand that you God 

should be carrying some of that load.  

 

I am human and I will falter. Sometimes I may miss the urgency in a voice or not hear about the pain in a 

heart. It could be that I forget an important call or get confused when someone is in need. I will give this 

call my best efforts but if and when I fail, please God forgive me and I hope this community will forgive 

me too. Just make sure I don’t hurt or embarrass anyone else through my actions because that pain 

would be more than I could bear. Don’t let me mislead this community.  Grant me the wisdom to guide 

them faithfully.  May my teachings always be with love.   

 



I thank you God for the good people who made this connection possible. I thank Steven Corenblum and 

his committee for having faith in me. I thank our president Arlene Fischer, the Executive Board and the 

entire Board of Directors for their guidance, and I thank the members of this community for letting me 

into their lives.  This congregation has struggled in past years, maybe together, you and me God, we can 

bring them the joy and hope that this community deserves.  I also thank my children, my mother and 

most of all Michelle for their wisdom and guidance in my life. I thank you for their presence and I hope 

that I have taught them as much as they have taught me. I hope I have been a blessing to them as they 

have been a blessing to me. 

 

God, this community has opened its heart to me. May I never forget how precious a gift that is. May I 

lead this community in your name. May I lead with humility and wisdom and may the light of your 

presence always be with me and with this congregation. 

I thank you God for bringing me to Temple Beth-El.   

Amen 

 


