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1. Shabbat Shalom 

  

2. Rabbi Arnold Resnikoff is a retired Navy chaplain. He was one of the highest ranking 

chaplains in the United States Armed Forces. He served in Beirut when the barracks of 

the Marines was bombed. He was also appointed to the Navy War College to teach 

ethics to junior officers. 

 

3. He once told me that it almost seemed absurd that he would teach ethics at the War 

College. This issue was not lost on the officers in his class. They would say, “What kind of 

ethics can you teach us? You know that when the shooting starts ethics go out the 

window, we have to always be ready to fight. Who cares about ethics when we are 

under live fire?” Rabbi Resnikoff gave them a wise reply. “Just because there are no 

right answers, does not mean that there aren’t any wrong answers.” 

 

4. For as long as there have been wars, we have tried to make them more civilized. There 

is nothing good or right in killing soldiers. In any hospital that handles war injuries, 

everyone knows that there are some really nasty weapons out there and we are getting 

better at killing and maiming the armies of our enemies. But there are always lines that 

must not be crossed. One does not attack medical personnel who are trying to save 

lives. You don’t randomly kill civilians. You don’t use weapons chemical or biological 



weapons that cannot be controlled. You don’t kill prisoners of war. You honor a flag of 

surrender. You can’t torture or harm defenseless captives. Most of the countries in the 

world have agreed at a minimum to the Geneva Conventions that regulate what is a fair 

target in war and what is not.  

 

5. But in conflicts around the globe, there seems to be a flagrant disregard for the 

conventions of war. Countries don’t go to war anymore. There are groups of insurgents, 

terrorists and rebels who fight as if they have nothing to lose. They terrorize civilian 

populations, they kill randomly and indiscriminately. They mutilate the bodies of the 

deceased and those of the living. There seems to be no atrocity that is beneath them. 

 

6. And now it includes children.  Going to war against children first started in Africa. Rebel 

groups would kidnap children and teach them to fight. They gave them guns and told 

them to kill the enemy. Children as young as seven years old have been seen serving in 

these Rebel armies. They don’t understand the rules of war. They just take their gun and 

they do, like all children, as they are told. I am told that sometimes they are returned to 

their families after being captured and it is most difficult to undo the military training 

they received. This is not about some paramilitary training force that will develop 

soldiers for fighting later. These children are fighting now against adult soldiers who are 

trained not to attack children.  

 

7. Two hundred girls were kidnapped from their school to show how powerless the 

Nigerian government was and to show how strong the insurgents are. I am not sure 



what it is that the insurgents were trying to show but capturing children is a coward’s 

game and threatening to rape and sell the girls does not inspire support from the 

international community. 

 

8. And now, we have the kidnapping of three Israeli teenage yeshiva students. The 

assumption is that they will be used to trade for other terrorists now in prison in Israel. 

So far, there have not been any negotiations. Israel blames Hamas for the kidnapping. 

Some sources think that it is a teenage Hamas operation. Who knows? Children are just 

the pawns of the adults, who are bigger and stronger. We can play all kinds of games as 

to who is at fault for these kidnappings. What does it matter? The terrorists of Hamas 

have lowered themselves to attacking children as if that is a sign of Hamas power. So 

far, all the reporters and governments of the world have condemned these kidnappings 

and even noted that it take s coward to attack children rather than face the enemy. 

 

9. The problem with ignoring the conventions of war is that when you do, your enemy has 

the option of matching your inhumanity. Hundreds of Palestinian men have been 

arrested since the three students disappeared. Normally this is not allowed. An army 

can’t retaliate against civilians or punish them indiscriminately. But these are not normal 

times. The international community has condemned the kidnappings. Even the 

President of the Palestinian Authority has noted that this kind of action does not help 

the Palestinian cause and has condemned it. And yes, even the Palestinian police are 

aiding in the search for the teens. Hamas is livid that the PLO does not support them in 

this difficult time, but there is precious little support. I am actually rather happy that 



even the usual dictatorships that violate human rights all the time have stayed silent on 

this kidnapping.  

 

10. I will not criticize the actions of the Israeli army as they struggle with this latest atrocity. 

They have had to deal with rocket attacks against civilian targets, military targets 

planted in civilian neighborhoods using the civilians as human shields for their war 

effort. Hundreds of Hamas operatives have been arrested, some only a few weeks after 

being released in exchange for Gilad Shalit. Now they are back in prison. Israel is 

determined to find these missing boys.  

 

11. But I will say that just because there are no right answers in this case, does not mean 

that there are no wrong answers. Palestinian civilians, some in defiance of their 

leadership have expressed their delight over the kidnappings. These civilians see it as 

retribution for a variety of sins they blame on Israel for arresting Palestinian children. 

But there are extremists in Israel as well, asking for Israel to kill one of the arrested each 

hour until the boys are released. We Jews don’t retaliate against our enemies like that. 

Israel does not have a death penalty either so if they do catch the kidnappers, they will 

not be put to death. We can’t let uncivilized killers make us forget what it means to love 

life.  

 

12. All we can do from here is to offer up our own condemnation of the way insurgents 

have opened the war against children. Sunday at 7 pm our community is having a vigil to 

express our support for the kidnapped students and to pray for their safe return. We 



can also offer our own prayer, one that was written by a woman Rabbi in Israel and 

translated by a good friend.  

 

A Prayer  
for the Safe Return of Kidnapped Israelis 
By  
Rabbi Tamar Elad Appelbaum, Schechter Rabbinical Assembly, 
Jerusalem, Israel 
English Translation by Rabbi Peretz Rodman, Jerusaelm, Israel 
 
God of Israel, 
Beneficent sovereign of all of Creation, 
enable us now 
to have true faith 
and to pray and to call out to You 
with plea after plea, 
so that our cry might rise 
to the very Gates of Mercy, 
to Mercy itself. 
Do all that must be done 
so that relief, rescue, and life 
may be the lot of the young men 
Ya’akov Naftali ben Rachel 
Gilat Michael ben Batgalim 
And Eyal ben Iris Teshura 
 
Act on their behalf, Lord,  
Take up their cause without delay,  
And may you grant them life and blessing forever more 
So may it be your will       and let us say Amen 


