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PARSHAT  SHOFTIM 
 

Text : 
ֶליךָּ ֶמֶלְך ֲאֶשר טו ים עָּ ׂשִׂ ים   יְִׂבַחר ה ֱאלֶֹהיךָּ ּבֹו ׂשֹום תָּ ׂשִׂ ֶקֶרב ַאֶחיךָּ תָּ מִׂ

ֶליךָּ ֶמֶלְך לֹא יש נְָּכרִׂי ֲאֶשר לֹא עָּ ֶליךָּ אִׂ יךָּ הּוא-תּוַכל לֵָּתת עָּ  .ָאחִׂ
 

 “You shall be free to set a king over yourself, one chosen by the Lord 
your God.”  [Deut. 17:15] 
 

Commentary:  
 

A. We rise to our duty to praise the Master of all, to acclaim the Creator. 
God made our lot unlike that of other people, assigning to us a unique 
destiny, We bend the knee and bow acknowledging the Supreme 
Sovereign, the Holy One, Exalted who spread out the heavens and laid 
the foundations of the earth; whose glorious abode is the highest 
heaven, whose mighty dominion is in the loftiest heights. This is our 
God; there is no other. In truth, God alone is our Ruler.  [Liturgy: Alenu 
from Sim Shalom for Shabbat and Festivals] 

B. R. Avraham’s prayer: Will, willfulness, willingness; love, desire, favor: 
they are so mixed up in my heart. I love You so, and desire only to do 
Your will. But, I know the will of my own heart, its willfulness, taking 
me away from You. May this season of Your favor, Your love, soften 
my heart, settle it, satisfy it so that I can turn to do Your will, willingly. 
Leaning in to Your love, trusting Your desire for me, may my 
willfulness soften into willingness, recognizing Your great love, even in 
the presence of negativity and constriction. [Birkat Avraham, by Rabbi 
Avraham Weinberg (the third) of Slonim on Parshat Shoftim.] 

C. Our willingness to give up our domination of this infinite variety of 
things, instead to find our place among them, is a way of 
acknowledging God’s sovereignty. God needs not be understood as 
ruler to be recognized as sovereign. Rather, as we sense our finitude, 
how deeply we are interconnected with all of creation – affected by it, 
dependent on it – we realize that we are controlled by it as much as 
we seek to control it. To recognize God’s sovereignty is to admit our 
creatureliness, to step back from manipulating instead to accept the 
totality of creation’s force on and control of us. At the same time, 
there are no others who are able, consciously, willingly, to proclaim 
God sovereign. We have a role to play that is unique to humans: to 



consciously seek to know God intimately, and to make God more 
manifest in the world through our deeds and consciousness. For all 
that creation sings God’s praises just by being what it is, as it is, we 
alone have the capacity to know God, and to know our place in 
creation. We gain dignity, honor, importance before God when we 
stand to declare “The King!” When we do so without ego, without 
making ourselves superior to the rest of creation, we make manifest a 
connection between the Divine and the mundane that is otherwise 
only implicit. “You are My witnesses, and so I am God; but, if you do 
not witness to Me, then (as if it could be said) I am not God” (Pesikta 
D’Rav Kahana 12:6); “there is no king without a people”. [Rabbi 
Jonathan Slater, Teachings of the “Birkat Avraham”, 44BA 
Shoftim:Sod] 

D. Is the kingship of God for which we pray, a utopia- only a vision of a far 
off age? Is it an image from a dead past when monarchs ruled those 
who never elected them? God is our King when our hearts have 
healed, no longer pursuing, compulsively, the false gods. God rules 
over us when we prepare ourselves to act in response to God’s 
commands. The kingship of God can be here and now if we accept the 
burdens of our freedom. The kingship of God is a yoke which we can 
willingly choose and gladly bear. It is the greater freedom we attain 
when we respond to the demands of justice and love. God is our King 
when our eyes are open, when we see God’s love and deeds through 
time. God can become the King of each of us today, if we will to build 
the kingdom, which will surely come: when all people will be united 
under the oneness of God  [Rabbi Sydney Greenberg, The New 
Machzor p. 308] 

  

Questions: 
 

1. What does the image of God as King (or Queen) contain that is 
different from “Ruler”? What does/should it mean in the context of 
God? Does this image resonate with you and your spirituality? 

2. We sometimes play down the pageantry of the High Holy Days, to 
make the services more accessible, more intimate, more folksy. Could 
it be that we are losing something along the way: majesty, awe … 
terror? Do you feel that this is good, or bad, or otherwise?  

3. What is the difference between a coronation and an inauguration? 
Which term works better in prayer and referring to God? Why? 
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