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1. Shabbat Shalom 

  

2. While the Torah does not know from synthetic fibers and wearable technology, we have 

to understand that the design and colors of the clothing to be used by the High Priest 

and the other priests in the Mishkan had deep symbolic meaning for those who created 

the clothing and for those who would wear them. The colors stood for royalty and 

divinity; whoever would wear such clothing could not be mistaken for just another 

pagan priest of shaman.  

 

3. In this week’s Parsha, we also get our first indication that Aaron, the brother of Moses 

and Aaron’s sons, will be the ones who will wear these clothes and who will officiate in 

the Mishkan, serving the People of Israel and serving God. They will be lifted above the 

other Israelites and will be entrusted with the Mishkan’s most sacred ritual objects. 

Once the Aron HaKodesh, the Holy Ark, is placed in the inner sanctum of the Holy of 

Holies, only Aaron will have the opportunity and the privilege to ever see it again.  

 

4. While Judaism insists on the equality of all people, the Jewish people were considered a 

special people, a holy people. They were singled out by God to do God’s work in this 

world. In the twentieth century, Rabbis were quick to point out that this special, holy 

status did not confer on Jews any special privilege, rather it created extra 

responsibilities to live a holy life.  Among the Jewish people, the tribe of Levi was singled 



out for their unwavering loyalty to God during the incident of the Golden Calf that we 

will read about next week. The Levites were singled out to work within the holy 

precincts of the Temple. Once again, it did not give them any privileges. They were not 

assigned any land in Israel and in many ways condemned to poverty, living off the 

generosity of others, but it did give the responsibility for the security of the Temple. 

Aaron was chosen as High Priest, not because he was not a sinner, in fact, you could 

place the blame for the making of the Golden Calf right on his shoulders. But he was 

unquestionably a man of peace, who took on the responsibility of reconciling families 

and neighbors when they were feuding with each other.  

  

5. When the Temple was destroyed by the Romans, the priest and Levites went back to 

being just regular Jews. To remember their once proud heritage, they were given the 

honor of having the first and second Aliyot to the Torah each time the Torah would be 

read. This is still the custom in many congregations although, in recognition of the 

reality that it is unlikely that Jews will every rebuild the Temple, the system of priests 

and Levites is slowly falling away. In some congregations, the Kohanim and Leviim no 

longer have special Torah honors.  

 

6. Rabbis were never given the kind of responsibility that the Priest and Levites had. We 

are just teachers, never aspiring to be more than any other member of the Jewish 

People. Rabbis did not receive any special honors and were no different than any other 

educated Jew, nor are any of the political figures in Israel granted any special 

dispensation in Jewish Law. To this day, we still believe in the equality of all people. 



 

7. There is a story of a Hebrew teacher with a young student learning to read the prayers. 

The student was reading the prayer and got to a word that consisted of two “yods” side 

by side. The student hesitated, not knowing how to read the word. “Yossele”, said the 

teacher, “The two “yods” stand for two Yehudim, two Jews. When two Jews walk side 

by side, they spell the name of God.” The boy nodded his understanding and went on 

with his reading until he came to the end of the sentence. There he saw what looked 

like two “yods” one above the other. He therefore read the two letters as the name of 

God. “No, No Yossele” said the teacher, “The two “yods” stand for two Jews. When they 

walk side by side, only then does it spell the name of God. When one Jew places himself 

over another Jew, then we have a “sof pasuk,” a period and the entire sentence comes 

to a stop.” 

 

8. This is not a story about consensus; this story is about our common humanity. On the 

one hand, we are not all alike. We all have our own talents and abilities. We all have 

different things that we like and that we don’t like. Each of us lives a life that is a 

potpourri of our genetics and the environment in which we live. We all have faced the 

trials and tribulations of life but we have faced them at different times and reacted in 

different ways. Each of us is truly unique. 

 

9. But each of us share many qualities as well. We share a basic physiology. We all have 

two arms, two legs, and a head on our shoulders. We were all born, went to school and 

grew up following a pattern that all human beings follow. We learn to walk and talk. We 



learn to listen to the stories of our ancestors and we train to find meaning in our work. 

We share many values with all humanity and many values with the Jewish People.  We 

have all laughed and cried, celebrated and mourned, worried and wondered in pretty 

much the same way.  

 

10. None of this implies that we are any better than anyone else.  Some of us get to wear 

fancier clothing than someone else but that does not imply any superiority. Our love of 

competition does not mean that some people are winners and some are losers. 

Competition needs to drive us to excel in our lives. We need the opportunity just to 

show what we are capable of doing so that we can strive to do even better than our 

personal best.  

 

11. The point of being a holy people in Judaism and with the priesthood was to be singled 

out as an example of what living a holy life can be all about. It is not about being more 

pious than our neighbor and it is not about counting how many more Mitzvot we do 

than our friends. Being holy means to be separate from others. We are set aside as an 

example of the way life is supposed to be lived. The purpose of a priesthood is the same 

as the purpose of Jewish living, to serve as an example to all humanity as to what is 

possible in the life of a human being. Judaism shows the world that there can be a 

balance between private life and communal life. Or as the great sage Hillel said: “If I am 

not for myself who will be for me? But if I am for myself alone, what am I? 

 



12. A friend once remarked that a Jew that is more religious than me is a fanatic and one 

that is less religious with me assimilated. That is how we place ourselves above each 

other and it does not help bring God into the world and it does not bring anyone closer 

to a spiritual life. It only creates conflict and separation. When one Jew places himself 

over another Jew, the two “yods” can only spell a sof Pasuk, a period. Something that 

has come to an end.  

 

13. Cohen, Levi and Yisrael, these are not three castes of Jews. These are just how we divide 

the religious work that needs to be done. All of them deserve their honors to the Torah 

and each has obligations to study and pray. It is not the differences that we celebrate; it 

is the similarities. We all strive for the same thing; we strive for what the Prophet Micha 

stated: To do justly, to love kindness and to walk humbly with God.  

 

14. For two Jews to walk humbly with God, they must walk as the two “yods”, side by side. 

That is the only way we can bring God to walk with us. When we see each other as 

brothers and sisters, we bring holiness into the world. 

 

15. May all of our actions help bring peace between people and may we always strive to 

promote unity and thus make this world a holy place where God delights to dwell. We 

can create such a place, if we can learn to dwell together and celebrate our common 

humanity as we say….. Amen and Shabbat Shalom  


