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1. Shabbat Shalom 

  

2. The Book of Genesis ends with Jacob blessing his twelve children.  It is a rather amazing 

scene for the Torah because, until now, we could not find a family where all the sons 

turned out to be pious. Cain and Abel could not get along. Ishmael had to be banished 

for his treatment of his brother Isaac. Jacob had to flee from the murderous intent of 

Esau. Only Jacob’s sons, the B’nai Yisrael, the “children of Israel” are all worthy of 

receiving the blessing of their father.  

 

3. But they don’t all get a blessing. It is important to note, that to the very end, Jacob is 

unhappy with Shimon and Levi. He does not give them a blessing, he curses their 

actions. What did they do? Defending their sister’s honor, they slaughtered all the 

citizens of the city of Shechem after convincing them to be circumcised. The men were 

all in pain from their operations so the brothers had free reign to kill them all. Jacob, 

until his dying day, never forgave them for their violence.  

 

4. Jacob says in our parshah: “Shimon and Levi is a pair; their weapons are tools of 

lawlessness. Let my person not be included in their council, let not my being be counted 

in their assembly. For when angry they slay men, and when they please, they maim 

oxen. Cursed by their anger so fierce, and their wrath is relentless. I will divide them in 



Jacob and scatter them in Israel.”  In fact, the cities of Shimon were scattered among the 

cities of Judah and Levi was given no land at all; the entire tribe was scattered among all 

the rest of the tribes.  

 

5. Jacob long ago states a position that has become one of the foundations of the Jewish 

people. We are not a people who promote violence. We are a people of peace. To be 

sure we have fought nobly and honorably in times of war, but when the fighting is done, 

we put down our weapons and work hard to bring peace to the world. We don’t go 

looking for a fight, but we are commanded to pursue after peace. We honor Moses as 

our lawgiver in spite of his nasty temper; but we prefer his brother Aaron who loved 

peace and pursued peace. Even as the soldiers of Egypt were dying in the Sea of Reeds 

after the Exodus, we are told that God admonished the Angels not to rejoice and sing 

since God’s children, the soldiers of Egypt, were dying. Unlike the Egyptians, we don’t 

celebrate death. 

 

6. How I wish, hope and pray that the rest of this nation would learn the Jewish position 

on abhorring violence and loving peace. How can we live in a nation where more people 

die on our streets, in our homes, schools and malls than are killed by our soldiers in 

foreign lands. We abhor the collateral damage in a war zone where innocent civilians 

are killed in our pursuit of terrorists, but we shrug when we hear of the collateral 

damage, the children killed, the best and brightest Americans killed needlessly on our 

streets when violent people spray bullets from automatic weapons randomly in our 

cities. 60,000 people have been killed in the streets of Syria over the three years of their 



civil war; we count half that number killed in America in just one year. Thirteen 

thousand people worldwide died in acts of terror, thirty thousand have died in the 

homes and streets of our own cities.  

 

7. We shake our heads when we hear of shootings at movie theaters, malls and college 

campuses. We don’t even notice anymore the daily killings that plague our inner cities 

that my African American colleagues mourn constantly. Many times a week they visit 

the victims of gun violence and often bury the children who they once named and 

married in their churches. This week is the one year anniversary of the shooting in 

Newtown CT. Did I tell you I was once the Student Rabbi in Newtown? That I had many 

members of my congregation who lived in Sandy Hook? They have a full time rabbi 

there now and they built a new synagogue next door to the old one. Last year they 

buried a child who was a victim of the shooting at Sandy Hook.  

 

8. And yet, in spite of more than 30,000 people who die each year, this country can’t seem 

to find a way to end the violence. We are a people who put seatbelts in our cars and 

require front seat passengers to wear them.  We are a people who will not let a 

newborn child go home from the hospital unless they are properly secured in an 

approved car seat.  A step ladder at Home Depot contains a list of a dozen safety rules 

for using that ladder. A cup of coffee now has a warning on the cup that reminds the 

one drinking the coffee that the coffee is hot. It is required to place a warning label on 

cigarettes that smoking is harmful to health and we regulate where people can smoke 

to protect others from the dangers of second hand smoke. We worry about what harm 



sweetened drinks are doing to our obese children. We regulate industry to insure that 

we have clean air and clean water. We scan every person who wants to travel by air to 

visit another city to see if they are carrying any knives or liquids over three ounces, to 

protect our travelers. 

 

9. So why in the world can’t we figure out how to create sensible gun control legislation? 

Why is it that our secular leadership, from our President, to our members of Congress, 

to our State leadership and our local city councils can’t find a way to make our streets 

safer from gun violence? Why can’t we keep guns out of the hands of criminals, the 

mentally unstable, children and people with anger management problems? Why is it 

that there is nobody in this country who will stand up for the 30,000 victims of gun 

violence and say that “enough is enough”? 

 

10. Do you know that we put up signs in our congregation that guns are not permitted in 

our building as a safety rule to protect our children. We keep an armed guard at the 

door when children are here and when we have services and other important meetings. 

We had members of this congregation protest and insist that they have the right to 

carry concealed weapons into this synagogue if they choose to. One actually dared us to 

try and take away his gun! We do not question their right to legally carry a concealed 

weapon; we rather put forward our right to create a gun-free environment. Do you 

know that a very famous rabbi from Detroit was murdered on Shabbat on the bima in 

the 1960’s by a deranged man he had tried to help? And yet no rabbi has insisted on 



carrying a gun to shul to protect him or herself. We just have the nerve to declare our 

sanctuaries gun free zones. 

 

11. What is sensible gun control? This is not about hunting rifles or target pistols. This is 

about automatic weapons used in mass murders and Saturday night specials, handguns 

that are used every day to kill people in the streets. This is not about taking guns away 

from legitimate owners, but it is about background checks for everyone who wants to 

buy a gun to make sure that they are not felons or mentally unstable.  Sensible gun 

control is not taking anyone’s guns away, it is about making sure they secure their guns 

properly and are responsible for what happens with them when they are stolen or 

abused. 

 

12. No other country, including Israel, has the “gun mentality” that we have here in the 

United States.  It is time we speak up for sensible gun control. Human beings need the 

hand of government to step in when there are those who abuse our freedoms and 

endanger the rest of us law abiding citizens. Sensible gun control would mean that our 

streets would be safer, our children could go to school safely and we can visit public 

places without worrying about getting caught in the crossfire.  Twenty elementary 

school children were killed just one year ago in Newtown, CT, along with seven teachers 

who tried to save their students. The answer is not to arm the teachers; we don’t need 

more guns, we need fewer guns, so that every crazy person in this country can’t buy 

them at gun shows or on the internet. We need regulation so that every person who 



owns a gun has to comply with the law when they sell a gun just like they have to 

comply when they sell their car.  

 

13. It just makes good sense to end the carnage in our streets. But it won’t end until the 

people of this country will say that enough is enough. We will have to demand that laws 

will have to be changed and that lobbying groups who throw around lots of money and 

threaten our legislators will have to be put back in their place. 30,000 people will die 

next year in this country, or maybe more. One or more of those victims could be 

members of our congregation. They could be anyone that we love and care about. We 

have to ask ourselves if we care enough about our own safety, the safety of our children 

and families, and the safety of all the people of our nation to insist on sensible gun 

control.  

 

14. Let us separate ourselves from the violent people who like Shimon and Levi, make 

weapons a tool of their lawlessness. Let us create  a society where swords are turned 

into ploughshares and knives into pruning hooks and each person can sit in the shade of 

a vine or fig tree and there will be no one to make them afraid.  

 

May this be our prayer as we mourn the children of Newtown.  

Amen and Shabbat Shalom 


