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Parshat Vayera 

Text: 
 

Far be it for you to do such a thing, to bring death  upon the innocent 
as well as the guilty, so that innocent and guilty fare alike, Far be it 
from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do justly? [Gen. 18:25] 
 
So early the next morning, Abraham saddled his ass and took with him 
two of his servants and his son Isaac. He split the wood for the burnt 
offering and he set out for the place of which God had told him.” [Gen. 
22:3] 

Commentary: 

A. Abraham feared that present and future generations would lose 
faith in the fairness of God’s justice if they were to feel that God 
had inflicted equal suffering on the righteous and the wicked. In 
response to this prayer, God said that he would indeed exercise 
mercy…   [The Stone Edition Humash on Gen 18:22-33] 

B. Excruciating though it must have been for him, Abraham did not 
delay; he woke up early in the morning and, ignoring his personal 
dignity, saddled the donkey personally instead of having it done by 
a servant. …Some have noted as a tribute to Abraham’s great 
presence of mind and equanimity that he was able to sleep that 
night. [The Stone Edition Humash on Gen. 22:3] 

C. In the framework of this time and experience, Abraham could have 
considered the command to sacrifice his son entirely legitimate. 
Otherwise he might have protested God’s command with the kind 

כַּצִַּדיק ָכָרָשע  ָרָשע וְָּהָיה-לְָּך ֵמֲעשֹׂת כַָּדָבר הַּזֶּה לְָּהִמית צִַּדיק ִעם ָחִלָלה

ה-ָחִלָלה ָלךְּ ֲהשֵֹׂפט ָכל ָפט ָהָארֶּץ לֹׂא יֲַּעשֶּ  .ִמשְּ

  

ֵכם ֵני נְָּעָריו-ֲחמֹׂרֹו וִַּיקַּח אֶּת-ַאבְָּרָהם בַּבֹׂקֶּר וַּיֲַּחבֹׂש אֶּת וַּיַּשְּ ִאּתֹו וְֵּאת  שְּ

ר-אֶּל ִיצְָּחק בְּנֹו וַּיְּבַּקַּע ֲעֵצי עָֹׂלה וַָּיָקם וֵַּילֶּךְּ   .לֹו ָהֱאלִֹׂהים-ָאמַּר-הַָּמקֹום ֲאשֶּ



of resistance he exhibited at Sodom and Gomorrah. God’s demand 
must have struck Abraham as harsh and bitter but not as ungodly. 
[The Torah: a Modern Commentary by G. Plaut P. 149] 

D. Rabbi Hirsch of Rimanov suffered the terrible pain and tribulation 
of losing all of his children when they were young adults. His last 
child, a daughter, died giving birth to a baby. Her husband said to 
Rabbi Hirsch, “You offer prayers for others that their offspring may 
be blessed with long life, and the Lord grants your petition. Why do 
you not pray for yourself and your family?“ “I shall explain this to 
you,” said the Rabbi, “We read that Abraham prayed that the 
people of Sodom be saved from destruction. But we do not find 
that he prayed that the Lord save his son Isaac from being offered 
as a sacrifice. The reason is that the true Tzaddik serves the Lord in 
every way pleasing unto the Lord, even at the cost of his own life 
and of those most precious to him” [Hasidic Story] 

 

 

 

Questions: 

1. Abraham is a very complex person. Here he is in two different 
situations; how does he respond? How would you respond? How 
do commentators justify Abraham’s response to God’s commands? 

2. Sodom and the Akedah are both considered tests by God? What do 
you think of a God who arranges for these kind of tests? 

3. Is it really inappropriate to say a prayer on your own behalf if you 
are constantly praying for healing for someone else? Can we learn 
anything useful about suffering from this story or from the life of 
our patriarch Abraham? 
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