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1. Shabbat Shalom 

  

2. Unless you are a scholar of ancient Middle Eastern religions, Vayikra is not among the most 

interesting sections of the Torah. Vayikra is about choosing which animals to sacrifice and it 

records the rituals for burning the animals on the altar. I actually got to study the section of the 

Talmud that talks about the daily sacrifice and how it was done and, as a historian, it was 

interesting, but it is not a section for everyone. Reading these chapters has been known to make 

vegetarians out of those who are reading them.  

 

3. The key to this whole sacrificial service is that it takes a whole collection of Priests and Levites to 

get the animal from the Temple gate to the altar. In some religions, one would have to bring and 

sacrifice the animal oneself. Not Judaism; we are a community based faith and each of us are 

assigned our parts in the religious life of the community. No, we no longer offer sacrifices on the 

Mizbayach, but we do very little alone. Jewish prayer and ritual are always best done when we 

are together.  

 

4. This is not to say that one has to be in a community to pray or to practice Judaism. There is 

much that we are personally responsible for when it comes to Mitzvot and ritual obligations. But 

some prayers and some rituals just lend themselves better to sharing .One can live alone in a 

sukkah, but it is more fun to invite guests. You can, I suppose, have a Seder alone, but it is better 

to involve others. I can assure you that Purim is more fun when you read the megilla in a 

crowded room rather than reading it alone.  Once, because of a Hurricane in Florida, we had to 



cancel Yom Kippur services so people could get safely back to their homes. Yom Kippur is very 

strange when you are praying by yourself. The service is much shorter and you have more time 

just to sit around and be hungry.  

 

5. That is why we have synagogues.  We work together to create the best place to pray, to learn 

and to be a part of something bigger than ourselves.  Sometime it is good to be alone, but most 

of the time, life is better when it is shared with others who understand our faith. Even when we 

are alone in prayer, when we recite the Amidah, the addition of the Kedusha makes even a 

silent prayer more spiritual.  

 

6. We are celebrating today the families who have made the decision to be a part of the Beth-El 

community. It is not only a special day for these families who have come to join us, but it is a 

good day for all of us who share the responsibility to make everyone feel welcome and at home. 

Think about it. It is not easy to be a part of a congregation when so many people have been 

together as friends for most of their lives. Just the act of seeing a new face and saying “my name 

is Sue, come sit with me and meet my friends” can change the world for someone who has 

never been in our synagogue before. Some who joined us today are here at Shabbat services for 

the first time. Why would we not invite them to sit in the best seats in the sanctuary, the seats 

next to us? 

 

7. And to the new members I can tell you that if you come here today and you don’t say hello to 

anyone and then leave before lunch, you will still be a stranger the next time you come here to 

pray. But if you take the time to meet the people who are sitting in front of you, behind you and 

down at the end of the row, and then stay and join us for lunch, then the next time you are here 



you will find that you will be among friends. (It is also true that if you take part in all the 

different activities here, you won’t go away hungry either.) 

 

8. After all, the best part of joining Beth-El is sharing all of the ups and downs of life with those 

who share this community. We are here to make every celebration more joyful and to cheer 

each other up when the sad days occur. A Simcha is not really joyful until we share it. Bad days 

are not so bad when we share them too. Here we sing to those who have birthdays and 

anniversaries, and we cry together with those who come here as mourners. Here we share ideas 

to make our own lives better and here we share time making life better in the larger community.  

 

9. Evan Rhodes and the membership committee have done an amazing job bringing to our 

community such a diverse class of newcomers. I want to thank them all for the good work they 

are doing, spreading the word about Temple Beth-El. I call Evan to the bima to formally 

introduce our new members to the congregation. … 


