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 Scholar-in-Residence Weekend, May 1-3, with Rabbi Irwin Kula 

Birmingham, AL – From Friday, May 1 to Sunday, May 3, Temple Beth-El of 
Birmingham will welcome Rabbi Irwin Kula, a nationally recognized spiritual 
leader and author. Rabbi Kula’s book Yearnings: Embracing the Sacred 
Messiness of Life, has won a “Books for a Better Life” award and was named 
one of the “Best Spiritual Books of 2006” by Spirituality & Health. 
 
As a Scholar-in-Residence, Rabbi Kula will share his message of hope and 
spiritual growth at a range of programs open to the entire community. On 

Friday, May 1, at 5:30 pm during a reception and Shabbat service at Temple Beth-El, located at 
2179 Highland Ave. S., Birmingham, AL 35205, Rabbi Kula will make an interfaith presentation 
titled, Beyond Tribe and Creed: Religion as a Path to Human Flourishing. This program is intended 
for all faith groups to come together in an exploration of the commonality and value of religious 
experience. 
 
On Saturday, May 2, Rabbi Kula will present The Technology of Mitzvot: Is There an App for That? 
during 9:30 am Shabbat services at Temple Beth-El. This sermon will explore new ways to 
understand the purpose of Jewish practice in a changing world, and how Jews can become more 
active in the design of Jewish practice.  
 
On Sunday, May 3, at 9:30 am during a breakfast and presentation at Independent Presbyterian 
Church, located at 3100 Highland Ave. S., Birmingham, AL 35205, Rabbi Kula will speak about the 
themes of his award-winning book Yearnings: Embracing the Sacred Messiness of Life. This 
presentation will focus on how our personal yearnings and desires can become sources of 
wisdom to help us know ourselves better, live more fearlessly, act more ethically and love more 
passionately. 
 
Rabbi Kula has been praised widely for his groundbreaking ideas. He received a 2008 Walter 

Cronkite award for working “toward equality, liberty and a truly inter-religious community.” Fast 

Company magazine and Religion and Ethics Newsweekly (PBS) both named him one of the 
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leaders shaping the American spiritual landscape. He also has been listed in Newsweek as one of 

America's “Most Influential Rabbis,” and regularly appears on NBC’s “The Today Show.” 

Rabbi Randall Konigsburg, Senior Rabbi at Temple Beth-El notes, “Rabbi Kula brings a message of 

hope and joy, not only to people of faith, but to those living a secular lifestyle as well. We all have 

moments where our lives seem to be empty of meaning and we feel disorganized. Rabbi Kula is 

nationally known for his work to help us find meaning in the messiness of life, and joy in all that 

we do. This is a message that can be a ‘life-changer.’  ” 

Independent Presbyterian Church Associate Pastor Elizabeth Goodrich, a partner in the interfaith 

programs, added, “One of the central claims of our faith is that God does not send us out into 

the world alone. This opportunity for shared study with Rabbi Kula gives our faith communities 

an opportunity to grow in wisdom and understanding together.” 

This Scholar-in-Residence Weekend is made possible in part through the support of the Temple 

Beth-El Foundation, the Birmingham Jewish Foundation and the Independent Presbyterian 

Church Focus on Faith Committee. 

For more information about this Scholar-in-Residence weekend, visit the Temple Beth-El Web 
site, www.templebeth-el.net, or call 933-2740. 
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