
 
 

 December  2018 Kislev/Tevet 5779 

Connection 



 

Dec. 1 Shabbat Vayeshev  
Morning service  9:30 am 
Maftir: Ed Fineberg 
Mincha  4:30 pm 
 
Dec. 7 Erev Shabbat  5:45 pm 
Candle lighting  4:21 pm 
 
Dec. 8 Shabbat Miketz  
Morning service  9:30 am 
Maftir: Josh Ivker 
Mincha  4:30 pm 
 
Dec. 14 Erev Shabbat  5:45 pm 
Candle lighting  4:22 pm 
 

Dec. 15 Shabbat Vayigash  
Morning service  9:30 am 
Maftir: Barry Dreayer 
Mincha  4:30 pm 
 
Dec. 21 Erev Shabbat  5:45 pm 
Candle lighting  4:25 pm 
 
Dec. 22 Shabbat Vayechi  
Morning service  9:30 am 
Maftir: Jimmy Krell 
Mincha   4:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

Dec. 28 Erev Shabbat  5:45 pm 
Candle lighting  4:29 pm 
 
Dec. 29 Shabbat Shemot  
Morning service  9:30 am 
Maftir: Dalia Abrams 
Mincha   4:30 pm 

DECEMBER RELIGIOUS SERVICE SCHEDULE 
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2018-19 Board of Directors  

Dalia Abrams 
Marsha Asman 
Fred Benjamin 
Barbara Brande 
Julie Cohen 
Todd Doobrow 

Barry Dreayer 
Shira Goldberg 
Jessica Goldstein 
Steve Greene 
Alex Grodner  
Allen Halpern 

Jacob Halpern  
Katie Hausman 
Dani Kahn-Krell 
Lynette Mazer 
Leonid Mazur 
Amy Peetluk 

Arlene Redisch  
Loraine Reznik 
Ben Rosenbaum 
Rebecca Rothman 
Abe Schuster 
Esther Schuster 

Martin Sher 
Steven Sikora 
Alan Weintraub 
Seth Wolnek  

PROFESSIONAL STAFF  
Rabbi     Stephen Slater 
      rabbistephen@templebeth-el.net  

 

Executive Director   Bob Greenberg 
   bgreenberg@templebeth-el.net 
 

Music and Youth Director  Sarah Metzger 
   smetzger@templebeth-el.net 
 

Communications   Lindsey Herring 
   lherring@templebeth-el.net 

 

Bookkeeper    Pam Waggoner   
   pwaggoner@templebeth-el.net 
 

Office and Operations  Haley Vines 
   hvines@templebeth-el.net 

BOARD OFFICERS  

President    Dan Weinrib                     
    dan.weinrib@gmail.com 
 

Vice President   Ronald Levitt 
    rlevitt@sirote.com 
 

Vice President    Cathy Fingerman 
    cfingerman@gmail.com 
 

Vice President    Naomi Ivker 
    nivker@zsattorneys.com 
     
Treasurer     Steve Altmann 
    saltmann@najjar.com 
 

Secretary       Naomi Kipp 
  naomi_kipp@alnd.uscourts.gov 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Daily Morning Minyan       7:00 am 
Sundays & Secular Holidays       8:00 am 
Daily Afternoon Minyan       5:30 pm 
 

Shabbat Service Schedule 
Friday Kabbalat Services    5:45 pm 
Saturday Morning Services    9:30 am 
Tot Shabbat       11:00 am 
Saturday Evening Service    4:30 pm 
 



 

 

CONNECTION PAGE 3 DECEMBER 2018  

Message from Rabbi Stephen Slater 

CHANUKAH AND THE LIGHT OF SMALL ACTS OF KINDNESS 
“Some believe it is only great power that can hold evil in check, but that is not what I have found. It is the small 

everyday deeds of ordinary folk that keep the darkness at bay. Small acts of kindness and love. Why Bilbo Baggins? 
Perhaps because I am afraid, and he gives me courage.” - J. R. R. Tolkien 

 

Our prayer gathering here in Birmingham, AL responding to the hate crime at Pittsburgh’s Tree 
of Life synagogue, was a powerful statement that we, the Jewish people, people of faith, and all 
people of good will here in Birmingham will stand together to oppose hate in the United States. 
It was a moment that made us proud. And it was a moment of healing for everyone involved. It 
was also a moment very much like Chanukah. On Chanukah, we light candles. At the prayer 
gathering we did too, and held up our cell-phone flashlights. On Chanukah, we sing songs in the 
face of the darkness, at the prayer gathering we did as well. On Chanukah, we rededicate 
ourselves as we contemplate the work that still needs to be done. At the prayer gathering, we 
walked together in prayerful, contemplative silence, holding our lights aloft. The lights of 
everyone raised together, singing “He will bring peace upon us,” and again walking quietly 
resonate with the theme of the lights of Chanukah.  

One of my favorite pieces of literature depicts the struggle between light and darkness that 
frames Chanukah, and seems relevant to our own historical moment. As a child, I read, and re -
read J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings trilogy. I loved the unique characters, 

the epic scope of the tale, and the way that the small protagonists, the hobbits held the destiny of the whole of Middle Earth 
in the delicate balance of their good character. Would Frodo part with the ring, the symbol of ultimate power, or be 
corrupted by pride and selfishness? Another aspect of these tales that intrigued me was the way that no individual could have 
achieved the whole task. But together a small band of very different creatures, were able to do the impossible, destroying the 
possibility of any human wielding total power over all others. Throughout these novels, the contest of light and darkness is a 
central motif. Even the recent movies depicted the contest between light and dark very nicely. 

At Chanukah we are also entering the realm of light versus darkness. As we light a single candle, and using it, light the others, 
we display how light scatters darkness. Each day, we add an additional candle because, as our Sages taught, “We increase 
when it comes to matters of holiness.” This progression, teaches us that light grows. The presence of one small candle can fill 
an entire room with light. The candles represent holiness. Like the small candles, small acts of holiness and light are more 
powerful than the darkness, no matter how vast. Like Tolkien’s small protagonists, the hobbits, even a small number of us, 
committed to acts of kindness and holiness, can keep the darkness at bay. 

After Pittsburgh, some worry about the growth of anti-Semitism in our time. Anti-Semitism is based in fear of the unknown. I 
would aver that very few people who actually know, and have a relationship with a Jew, are anti-Semitic. However, a 
significant number of those who have never met a Jew, who are already disgruntled, and then read a conspiratorial idea, find 
false solace in scapegoating “the Jews.” How can a small act of kindness and connection break through that ignorance? This 
act has the potential to dispels ignorance and fear much like a candle dispels the darkness.  

Sometimes I ask myself at the Shabbat table, what difference will hosting these guests make in the world? Then I remember 
that it is the small acts of kindness that make the greatest difference. It is the sum total of kindness that keeps the darkness 
at bay.  

I want to share our practice of lighting Chanukah candles. As we light the candles, we take a moment to watch them quietly. 
As we watch them, we contemplate the question: How do I need renewing this year? Has some form of corruption crept in to 
my life, making it less holy? Then we recommit ourselves to pursuing God’s light, warmth and cheer. Let me ask you: will you 
re-dedicate yourself to doing mitzvot that bring light into the world? Will you take part in our public campaign of gathering 
1100 Mitzvot on charidy.com/respondwithlight, in honor of the 11 Jews who died at the Tree of Life synagogue? Will you 
recommit to creating holy connections where none existed before? This Chanukah, as we light our candles, let’s respond to a 
darkening world, with the renewed light of the mitzvot. 

https://www.charidy.com/respondwithlight
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Message from TBE President Dan Weinrib 

Celebrate at Temple Beth-El! 
 

Do you have an upcoming simcha or special occasion?  
Celebrate with a Kiddush luncheon!  

 
Call the TBE office if you’d like to sponsor a congregational Shabbat Kiddush or make a 

donation to the Simcha Shabbat Fund.  

Saturday, October 27, 2018, is a day that we will always remember with sadness. 
Whether you were at synagogue or elsewhere on that particular day, the horrible 
news of the murder of 11 fellow Jews at Tree of Life was indeed a surreal reminder of 
how vulnerable we still are. In the aftermath, our local clergy and leaders from various 
Jewish agencies got together the next day to plan the October 30th community vigil. 

The cooperation among the various partners was incredible. Undoubtedly, they 
recognized that our community needed to meet up and grieve with one another. But 
you know what else was incredible: seeing how quickly the broader Birmingham 
community offered help and comfort. The City of Birmingham quickly approved our 
community’s request to block off Highland Avenue temporarily. The Birmingham 
police & fire departments, our county sheriff, FBI and Homeland Security provided a secure perimeter. Local 
news outlets, various churches, and other faith-oriented groups, including the Birmingham Islamic Community, 
promoted the vigil through broadcasts, email, and social media. 

The vigil itself proved to be cathartic for all of us. As we mourned, prayed and sang together, we felt the loving 
presence of our entire Birmingham community. That evening was one of Temple Beth-El’s finest hours. It was 
an honor for us to host the vigil. Kudos and praise go out to the entire TBE staff for all their hard work and long 
hours during that challenging stretch. 

Looking ahead, I encourage each of you to continue acts of mitzvot, tzedakah and tikkun olam in memory of 
the Tree of Life 11. Here are some examples: 

• [T]Be Involved Social Action Committee is seeking new underwear and socks for children K-12. This  
collection drive will run from Chanukah to Purim.  

• The food closet for TBE partners, Greater Birmingham Ministries and Collat Jewish Family Services, needs 
replenishing, now as well as throughout the year.  

• Community Kitchens will need volunteers to serve Christmas meals to our least fortunate neighbors. 

Would you like to pay off your 2018-19 membership commitment a little early?  
Would you like to save more dollars in income taxes? Donate some of your stocks, 

bonds or mutual funds before Dec. 31.  
Contact Pam or Bob to make arrangements. 



 

 

Our Religious School L’Dor V’Dor program has gotten off to a GREAT start 
this year! 
We kick off every Sunday morning with Cafe L'Dor v'Dor featuring bagels, 
coffee, and donuts so that our families and teachers can schmooze before 
we get started with our lessons. Rabbi Stephen shares a drash, lesson, and 
leads t’fillah, prayer, with our entire group of students, grades kindergarten 
through 8th grade, and then we break into smaller groups with our fabulous 
teachers Kelley Jefferson, Riva 
Cullinan, Robin Benjamin and Martin 
Klinger. The teachers lead a special 
“ethics” component each Sunday 

titled, “You Be the Judge,” a moral discussion of real-life decisions to help 
nurture critical thinking and values development. Also, each Sunday, our 2nd-
8th grade students also get to have a "Hebrew Through Movement" lesson 
with Rabbi Stephen, and everyone enjoys a closing concert with Ambassador 
of Music, Laughter and Smiles, Sarah Metzger. Our confirmation class, 9th and 
10th grade students, meets with Rabbi Stephen at 1 pm to dig even deeper 

into ethical discussion, Jewish 
history and teen-oriented topics. 

Once a month, we meet on 
Shabbat instead of Sundays!  

Our Shabbat Lessons have had a fantastic turnout and it is great to 
have a large group of kids in shul on Shabbat. We offer a mix of 
Shabbat-friendly activities including t’fillah and a conversation with a 
guest star, and then join the congregation for musaf. The congregants 
love seeing our students participate in the Shabbat morning service. It 
has been wonderful to share the beauty of Shabbat at TBE with our 
religious school students!  

We have also had the pleasure of welcoming many guest stars to our program, both on Sundays and Shabbat... 

Many thanks to our recent guest stars (and if you would like to join this list, we’d love to have you! Contact Rebecca 
Rothman at rebeccarothman@gmail.com to find out how to get involved!) 

Barry Dreayer * Jessica Goldstein * Barry Ivker * Josh Ivker * Naomi Ivker * Sheri Krell * Cindy May *  
Jessica Rhodes * Bethany Slater 

 

Do you know any kids who might be interested in joining us? We would love for you to come try out our program 
and would be happy to discuss the variety of options we offer. Please contact Bob Greenberg or Rebecca Rothman. 

UPCOMING EVENTS   

 Dec 2: Sunday School, 8:45 am-noon, which includes Religious School Variety Show at 11 am in the Kimerling 
Chapel before the Sisterhood Chanukah Lunch  

 Dec 9: Sunday School 8:45 am–noon 
 Dec. 14: Shabbat Ruach and Dinner 
 Dec 15: Shabbat Lessons: 9:30 am–noon  
 Dec. 25: Christmas Community Kitchens Service Opportunity 
 Jan 6: Sunday School, 8:45 am–noon 
 
Confirmation sessions will be held 1–3 pm on Dec. 9, Jan. 6, Jan. 13, Jan. 27, Feb. 3, Feb. 10, Feb. 24, March 3, March 
17, April 7, April 21 and May 5.  
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Religious School Updates 

mailto:rebeccarothman@gmail.com
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Men’s Club 

MEN’S CLUB AND MORE 
Men’s Club is doing great; we have really had a terrific year. The veterans 
event that we co-sponsored with Sisterhood was wonderful! The movie, “GI 
Jews,” really makes you step back and appreciate the sacrifices our veterans 
have made for us. It was a packed house. There were great speakers and it 
really was a memorable event. Thank you to all who participated and THANK 
YOU to All Our Veterans. 
 
Men’s Club also has a Superbowl Fundraiser in the works. Be looking at how 
you can help this fundraiser be a successful one for Men’s Club. 
 
I know this is the Men’s Club article, but sometimes I like to use this platform 
to get other messages out there. 
 
I also wanted to share with you that the Security Committee is doing great, 
as well.  
 
I am co-chairman of the Security Committee 
with Herb Rosenbaum and we met the morning 
of the vigil, which was a wonderful event. After 
the horrific occurrence at the Tree of Life 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh, the Security 
Committee met to go over our procedures. We 
meet a few times each year, but it was very 
important to me to call a meeting and sit down 
to review everything immediately following the 
massacre of our fellow brothers and sisters. It is 
a terrible time that we have to have armed 
guards at our Synagogue to pray, but we do have them and they are a HUGE ASSET in keeping us 
safer in our synagogue. Our Security Committee is working with our lay leaders, our staff and our 
police officers to try to make our synagogue a safer place to pray. One thing we ask is if you see 
something, say something. Lieutenant Herman and Detective Phillips are wonderful to work with 
and very approachable. So, if you see something, say something. I am sharing this with you, because 
I also feel that I have great relationships with many of our congregants and I feel like I am very 
approachable, or at least I want to be. I am president of Men’s Club, I am co-chair the Security 
Committee, I sit on the House Committee and on the Board of Directors, so if you feel that there is 
something that I can do, that I am directly involved with, please let me know. And if you see 
something, say something. Godspeed to all of our Jewish Brothers and Sisters in Pittsburgh and 
around the world. 
 
Allen Halpern,  
President of Men’s Club 
Co-Chair of the Security Committee 
House Committee Member 
Board of Directors Member 



 

 

Sisterhood Newsletter 
Sisterhood  
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SISTERHOOD MOVIE NIGHT 

Eileen Levin and Arlene Shelsky are planning a fun movie 
night, Saturday night, March 2, 2019. More details coming 
soon! 

 

PRAYER BOOK INSCRIPTION 

Sisterhood is planning to buy the new Siddur Lev Shalem Shabbat prayer 
book with this inscription: 
Dedicated by the Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El in Memory of the 11 congregants 
of the Tree of Life*Or L'Simcha Synagogue who lost their lives on Shabbat, 
October 27, 2018. May their memory be for a blessing. 

 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Sisterhood continues to welcome more new members, and we 
are delighted that the following women have chosen to connect 
with us!  If you are not a member, it’s never too late to join!  It’s 
$36 - you can join online or send a check, made out to 
Sisterhood of TBE, and mail to Shirley Froehlich, 3600 
Dunbarton Drive, Birmingham, AL  35223 
 
Debra Abolafia, Robin Benjamin, Julie Bernstein (Scott Joe), Teti Bernstein, Julie Cohen, Tracy 
Diamond, Jennifer Doobrow, Erica Fox, Dani Kahn-Krell, Lisa Kaplan, Ilene Kosoff, Glynnis 
Levitt, Rebecca Millsap, Janna Mores, Jennifer Schusterman, Bethany Slater, Vicki Spiegelman, 
Sandra Spielberger and Carlie Stein Somerville.  

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP:  

Calling All Shoppers! 
You would not believe the outstanding, fabulous merchandise in the Gift 

Shop this year!! We have all your Chanukah needs. Artsy candles, lots 

of children’s items, gorgeous menorahs, you have to see it to believe it! 

We will be open during the Sisterhood Chanukah lunch, so come have a 

look. You can check it out anytime. Just come on in, you’ll be glad you 

did.  

Ps. Our paper goods are great looking and we have them on a special sale 

for you! 

Esther Levy and Julie Bernstein 
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Dec. 8 Tot Shabbat Chanukah Party 

How many dreidels can we spin? How many latkes 

can we eat? How many Chanukah songs can we sing/  

On Chanukah, it is never enough! So come and join 

the holiday with us! 

Programs 

YOGA NIDRA WITH NAN DEC. 1 
Get some spiritual rest by joining Nan Unkenholz for Yoga Nidra at 9:30 am on Dec. 1. Yoga “sleep” will leave 
you rested after a hard week. Program lasts approximately an hour. Yoga mat recommended but not 
required. 

Are you hungry for latkes? Then join Chesed and our senior friends as 
we are hosting at Greenbriar at the Altamont at 2 pm on Dec. 9 for our 
celebration of Chanukah. We will feast on latkes and other goodies, 
sing songs, and share the joy of Chanukah. Please join us!  

We welcome all of our senior friends to attend. If you’d like to 
volunteer, contact Chesed Committee co-chairs Cindy May, Dorothy 
Ziff and Sandra Gilbert.  

 

CHESED CHANUKAH PARTY: 2 PM, DEC. 9 

VETERANS DAY THANKS 
Thank you to the our Sisterhood and Men’s Club for sponsoring the screening of the 
inspiring documentary “GI Jews” in November, over Veterans Day Weekend.  

Special thanks to program participants Herb Rosenbaum, Susan Schwartz and Hazel 
Pizette, and to all veterans who are serving or who have served. 



 

CONNECTION PAGE 9 DECEMBER 2018  

DECEMBER CELEBRATIONS 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

Special birthdays are published from age 50 and every 5 years 
thereafter. 

Mazal Tov to Colette & Alex Grodner on the Nov. 4 birth of their daughter Shoshana Raleigh. Also 
celebrating are big brother Bryant, grandparents Vikki & Ken Grodner, and great-grandfather Paul 
Grodner.  
 
Mazal Tov to Sheri & Jay Epstein on the Nov. 8 birth of their great-grandson Nachman Shtrull in Israel. 
 
Mazal Tov to Rochelle Olshan on the Dec. 8 b’nai mitzvah of her grandchildren Oliver Miles Bloomston 
and Zoey Brook Bloomston at Temple Emanu-El in Birmingham.  

CONDOLENCES 
With sympathy, we wish the following families peace and love during their time of sorrow: 

 

Anne E. Cohn 
Mother of Robert Cohn (Eileen)  

 

Terry Tracy 
Husband of Midge Tracy and father of Maurine Halpern (Jacob) and Colleen Harrison (Jeff) 

 

Shunya Tsinis  
Husband of Asya Chapkis 

 

Stephen Peetluk 
Husband of Amy Peetluk, father of Avi Peetluk and brother of Marsha Cohen (Jeffrey)  

and Ellis Peetluk  
 

May the families be comforted among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

Barbara & Scott Brande (30) 
Mindy & Gary Cohen (29) 
Edith & Irwin Feinberg (64) 
Cathy & Irwin Fingerman (38) 
Beth & John Gerwin (45) 
Susan & Gary Goldstein (49) 
Hannah & Colin Helman (49) 
Pat & Neal Miller (52) 
Rebecca & Michael Millsap (3) 
Micky & Stanley Rubenstein (65) 
Susan & Ronald Shiland (46) 
Lynette & Alvin Slaughter (63) 
Yentl & Jeffrey Weingrad (8) 
Masha & Boris Yampolsky (31) 
 

Terry Bernstein  
Mark Crayne 
James Cullinan 
Mark Entman 
Zinaida Golubova 
Karen Halpern 

Meredith Harris 
Joan Langer 
Joe Levy 
Seth Wolnek 
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[T]Be Involved Social Action Committee 

Kudos to Arlene & Marvin Shelsky and Family who generously donated the Tikkun Olam 
collection cabinet located in the reading room. It was assembled in time for the TBE 
Involved ongoing Social Action drives supporting the less fortunate.  

Many thanks to the following 
volunteers who participated in 
the Faith in Action phone bank 
event held Oct. 23: Dalia 
Abrams, Amy Allon, Jenny 
Allon, Marsha Asman, Karen 
Halpern, Sheri Krell, Matt 
Levey, Sue Lischkoff, Joshua 
Richman, Barbara Royal, Stuart 
Royal, Micky Rubenstein and 
Maddy Smith.  Members of 

both Temple Beth-El and Temple Emannu-El 
participated.  

They played a critical role in Tikkun Olam by 
encouraging low propensity voters to participate in 
the November elections.  Enlarging the pool of 
voters is most helpful in bringing more people into the democratic process electoral process. 

Pictured are some of the phone bank volunteers along with Faith In Action leaders, Kelsey and Zachary.   

Mark your calendar for Jan. 8, when Temple Beth-El and Temple Emanu-El will jointly host the Faith in Action 
Hub session from 5:30 – 8 pm at Temple Emanu-El. If you would like to assist in bringing a dish or serving our 
guests, please sign up at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084AAFAD2DA2FA7-cook  or contact Diane 
Slaughter (slaughter.idl@gmail.com). 
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[T]BE Involved’s ‘Feeling Gelty’ Update 

We are delighted to be part of our sister synagogue’s social action “Feeling Gelty” toy drive through Dec 14. 
Temple Emanu-El will be providing a Christmas store for those needing assistance from Urban Ministry. Trinity 
United Methodist Church is part of the partnership as well. Gifts, donations and/or help at the Christmas store 
are welcome. You can conveniently bring your gift or donation to the Sisterhood Chanukah Lunch on Sunday, 
Dec. 2. You can also sign up for volunteer slots on Dec. 14 and Dec. 15 at http://bit.ly/2Pbrbuc.  

Contact Anne Ovson at 205.616.8551 or Amy Allon at 1085amy@gmail.com for more information.  

[T]Be Involved Social Action Committee 

Legacy Museum Congregational Bus Trip on Feb. 17 

Join us for the [T]BE Involved Social Action Committee 
Congregational Bus Trip to the National Memorial for Peace 
and Justice and Legacy Museum in Montgomery on Sunday, 
Feb. 17, 2019. 
 
A chartered bus will leave from Temple Beth-El that morning 
and return in the afternoon.  
Cost is $54.00 per person and includes admission to both institutions and box lunch. Junior and 
senior high school students may attend for free. (Bus trip is for ages 13 and up.) Your payment is 
your reservation. Deadline for reservations is Jan. 11, 2019.  
 
Pay by check or pay online at www.templebeth-el.net.  
Questions? Email Joyce Shevin at jtshevin@gmail.com or Sheri Krell at sheribkrell@gmail.com. 

WE NEED YOU! VOLUNTEER FOR 

COMMUNITY KITCHENS  

CHRISTMAS MEAL ON DEC. 25 
This year the Jewish community will continue the tradition of 
providing festive holiday meals for those in need on Dec. 25 at 
Grace Episcopal Church in Woodlawn. The volunteer online 
signup form is accessible by visiting the TBE website, 
www.templebeth-el.net. 

Community members are invited to support Community 
Kitchens in the following ways: 
• Volunteer to prepare and serve food for the 9:30 am or 11:30 am shifts on Christmas day.   
• Volunteer to collect food or gift cards from local vendors prior to the holiday. 
• Make a financial donation to support purchasing holiday menu items. Visit www.templebeth-el.net to 

make a donation online, noting that it is in support of Community Kitchens. 
 
Thank you to this year’s Christmas hosts, Debby Thomas and Julie Levinson-Gabis. 

mailto:jtshevin@gmail.com
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DONATIONS  
Rabbi Stephen’s Discretionary Fund 

 
A High Holiday donation in honor of 
Rabbi Stephen 
From: Geri & Bob Stone 
 
A donation in appreciation of Rabbi 
Stephen  
From: Eileen & Robert Cohn and 
 Family 
 
A donation in appreciation of Rabbi 
Stephen & all TBE staff for Kristina & 
Asaf’s wedding 
From: Susan & Michael Stein 
 
In appreciation of all TBE lay leaders 
for creating a wonderful holiday 
experience 
From: Toby Klein 
 

Good Fortune Fund 
 
A Most Generous donation in honor of 
Harold Ripps’ 80th birthday  
From: Al Worthington 
 
A Generous donation in honor of 
Esther Levy’s special birthday  
From: Marlene Gerson 
 
A Chai donation wishing Mazal Tov to 
Debbie & Glenn Geldzahler on the 
birth of their grandson, Mason Tyler 
A Chai donation wishing Mazal Tov to 
Esther & Jack Levy on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Emily Madison 
A Chai donation wishing Mazal Tov to 
Lisa & Alan Kianoff on the marriage of 
their daughter Natalie to Mark  
From: Lisa & Alan Engel 
 
A Chai donation wishing Mazal Tov to 
Paula & Joe Levy on their 65th 
anniversary 
From: Marian & Myron Radwin 
 

Joe Koplon Fund 
 
In loving memory on her Yahrzeit: 
–Rebecca Green, grandmother 
From: Ann Goldman 
 
 

Chico Bomchel Memorial  
Social Action Fund 

 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
mother Bertha Biel on her Yahrzeit 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father Frank Brook on his Yahrzeit 
From: Adrienne & Julian Brook  

 
Robert Spielberger Memorial Fund 
 
In loving memory on her Yahrzeit: 
–Molly Isenberg, mother-in-law 
From: Bert Bloomston 

 
Bill Bernstein Memorial Fund 

 
A Chai donation in loving memory of 
Cheryl & Russell Kramer’s mother 
From: Sharon & Michael 
 Corenblum 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
son Scott Bernstein on his Yahrzeit 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
husband Bill Bernstein on his Yahrzeit 
From: Thelma Bernstein 

 
Elmwood Cemetery Fund 

 
A Most Generous donation in memory 
of beloved mother Rella Kline on her 
Yahrzeit 
From: Maxine Sklute  

 
Chevra Kadisha Fund 

 
A Most Generous donation in memory 
of beloved aunt & uncle Barbara & 
Ralph Jaffe on their Yahrzeits 
From: Nieces and Nephews 

 
Religious School Fund 

 
A Most Generous donation in loving 
memory of Mervyn Epsman 
From: Carolyn & Gene Rice and 
 Family 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Youth Department Fund 
 

A Chai donation in honor of Shira 
Goldberg and Tot Shabbat leaders for 
all they do at TBE 
From: Jem & Duncan Lamb 

 
In Loving Memory 

 
A Chai donation in loving memory of 
Judy Abroms 
From: Sue & Albert Tuck 
 
A Chai donation in loving memory of 
Judy Abroms 
From: Sherry & Jerry Cherner 
 
In loving memory of Lindsay Raymond 
From: Marian & Myron Radwin 
 Sue & Albert Tuck 
 
In loving memory of Mervyn Epsman 
From: Cindi & Michael Routman 

 
Yahrzeits 

In loving memory on their Yahrzeits 
 
A Most Generous donation in memory 
of beloved father Jack Brickman 
From: Lenora Pate & Steven 
 Brickman 
 
A Most Generous donation in memory 
of beloved brother Abe Stein 
From: Gaston Stein 
 
A Most Generous donation in memory 
of beloved mother & father Ethel & 
Robert Berman 
A Chai donation in memory of mother-
in-law Molly Shiland 
From: Dorothy Shiland and Family 
 
A Generous donation in memory of 
beloved aunt Nesche Schattner 
From: Ernst Billig 
 
A Generous donation in memory of 
beloved parents Barbara & Ralph Jaffe 
From: Nikki & Stephen Crawford, 
 Phillip Jaffe and David Jaffe 
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DONATIONS  
A Generous donation in memory of 
beloved mother Molly Shiland 
From: Sylvia Berman & Family 
 
A Double Chai donation in memory of 
beloved father Max Corenblum 
A Double Chai donation in memory of 
beloved parents Cissy & Daniel Greene 
From: Susan & Steve Greene 
 
A Double Chai donation in memory of 
beloved father Vincent Owen Munn 
From: Joan Loretta Munn 
 
A Double Chai donation in memory of 
beloved mom, grandmother, & great-
grandmother Jean Ginsburg Goddard 
From: Nan & Doug Unkenholz and 
 Family 
 
A Double Chai donation in memory of 
beloved husband Monroe Green 
From: Anna & Christina Green 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
husband Richard C. Jaffe 
From: Sue Jaffe 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father Mike Gettinger 
From: David Gettinger 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father Abraham Stein 
From: Julie & Charles Stein 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
mother Boruh Vaysbroyt 
From: Yevgeniya Sheludko 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
uncle Ben Feldser 
From: Sharon & Steve DeShazo 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
wife Esther E. Brown 
From: Jerome Brown 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
son Alik Zinger 
From: Boris & Dina Zinger 
 
 
 

A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
mother Shirlee Levine  
From: Felice Hirsch 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father Julian Levy 
From: Jack Levy 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
mother Flossie Zittrer 
From: Ella Rosen 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
grandfather Paul Froehlich and 
grandmother Goldie Daitz 
From: Elana Froehlich 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
grandfather Paul Froehlich and 
grandmother Goldie Daitz 
From: Mark Froehlich 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father-in-law Robert Berman  
From: Sylvia Berman & Family 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
mother Selma Goldberg Damsky 
From: Deena Dell 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
mother Molly Schulman Isenberg 
From: Rosalyn Bloomston 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father Alvin Rich 
From: Natalie & Eric Asman 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father Joseph Blotner 
From: Lynette Slaughter 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
mother Lillian Weissman 
From: Norman Weissman 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
grandfather Boris Guberman 
From: Boris Zinger  
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
aunt Ester Kopf 
From: Joe Preston 
 

A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
mother Sylvia Fineberg 
From: S. Edwin Fineberg 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father Allen E. Dube 
From: Susan E. Dube 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father & grandfather Ilia Burtman 
From: Dina Zinger and Family 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
mother Fannie Klein Mihalovits 
From: Barbara Randman 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father Joe Stern 
From: Carolyn & Bernard Stern 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
aunt Marie Miller 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
grandmother Bess Hodes 
From: Rhonda & Eric Siegel 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
parents Tessie & Felix Cohen 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
brother Irby Cohen 
From: Mayer Cohen 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father Morris Rosenberg 
From: Toby Klein 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
father Paul Froehlich 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
mother Goldie Daitz 
From: Shirley & Ron Froehlich 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
brother Sidney Mazer and father David 
Mazer 
From: Rhodes T. Mazer 
 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
grandfather Morris Kahn 
A Chai donation in memory of beloved 
friend Minnita Lipman 
From: Sharon Kahn 
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DONATIONS  
Noson Pishchik, father 
From: Yefim Sapozhnikov 
 
Chana Z Berman, grandmother 
From: Ann Z Cohen 
 
Estelle Koplon, mother 
From: Sherry Koplon Hoffman 
 
Joseph Weintraub, father 
From: Bari Page 
 
Maurice Davis Lapidus, nephew  
From: Sue Davis LaSalle 
 
Roger Katz, husband 
From: Fanny Katz 

Itzchak Halpern, father 
From: Reuben Halpern 
 
Jacob Padawer, grandfather 
Fanne Cook, aunt 
From: Jeff Padawer 
 
Grigory Golubov, uncle 
From: Lazar & Zinaida Golubov 
 
Buzya Vaysbroyt, sister 
From: Tatyana Shitsel 
 
Fega-Golda Schuster, mother 
From: Riva Hirsch 
 

Don Levy, long-time companion 
From: Harriett Shulmister 
 
Mikhaylov Treyger, father 
From: Yefim Treyger 
 
Henrietta Michalove, mother 
From: Sybil & Larry Michalove 
 
Yetta Sohn, sister-in-law 
From: Shirley Schlaff 
 
Mildred Goldstein, mother 
Jake Goldstein,  father 
From: Ann Z. Cohen 
 

Donations submitted after Nov. 9 will be printed at a later date. 

Community Announcements 

 

Do You or Someone You Love Have a Mental Illness Diagnosis? 
Would you like to be more informed about mental health? 

If so, it’s time to join the South Highland Mental Health Outreach Project (SHOP).  
 

Joining SHOP’s day program empowers an individual with a mental illness through evidence-based support and 
community. Suffering from a mental health issue can be quite difficult. Let SHOP help! SHOP is an official 501(c)
3 not-for-profit based out of South Highland Presbyterian Church (2035 Highland Ave. S., Birmingham, AL 
35205). SHOP is a peer-led day program on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 am to 12:15 pm that seeks to 
empower those with a mental illness through low-impact exercises, education socialization, leadership, 
networking, volunteering and connecting to resources. Who can join? Any high-functioning individual with a 
diagnosed mental illness who can participate effectively in an interactive peer-empowered day program. How 
to refer someone? Either you, your mental health provider or clergy can contact Jared Sluss at 
jsluss@southhighland.org or call 334.405.6151. 

Let’s Wrap for Family Promise 
The holiday season is fast approaching. The work you do for Family Promise matters. Your volunteerism means so much 
and you are needed again. On Dec. 23-24, Temple Beth- El and Temple Emanu-El volunteers will staff the Family Promise 
Gift Wrap Booth at Brookwood Village. Family Promise supplies all the paper, ribbon and supplies, we just need you! 
Don’t have a talent for gift wrapping? Don’t worry, we need folks to work the front desk and take money, too. Shifts run 
two hours and the booth is open during mall hours. We need at least four people (minimum age 16) to work each shift. 
We help raise a lot of money for Family Promise, which keeps our homeless families sheltered, fed and well cared for each 
week. 

Select the shift(s) you prefer or indicate when you are available and call (205) 967-2229 or email bsiegel@realtysouth.com 
or tbs2229@aol.com. We will confirm your shift in early December.  

• Sunday, Dec. 23: 8–10 am, 10 am–noon, 11 am–1 pm, noon–2 pm, 1–3 pm, 2–4 pm, 3–5 pm, 4–6 pm, 5–7 pm,  6–8 pm,         
7–9 pm, 8–10 pm.  

• Monday, Dec. 24: 8–10 am, 10 am–noon, 11 am–1 pm, noon–2 pm, 1–3 pm, 2–4 pm, 3–5 pm, 4–6 pm 
 

If you haven’t volunteered for Family Promise before, this is a fun way to become acquainted with the good work they 
do! With Much Gratitude, Toby & Bert Siegel, Social Action Gift Wrap Volunteer Coordinators  
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Jewish Community News 

THEATRE LJCC AUDITIONS FOR WALT DISNEY’S CINDERELLA 
3-4 pm, Dec. 2, LJCC 
This timeless “rags to riches” fairy tale will charm its way into your hearts and remind audiences that dreams really do come true. Children 
ages 5 and up are welcome to audition. Opening night is March 9. Contact Tina Weldon at tweldon@bhamjcc.org for details. 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION SERIES: IMPEDIMENTS TO ESCAPE 
6:30-8:30 pm, Dec. 5, BHEC; RSVP at info@bhecinfo.org. 

LATKE FRY OFF CHALLENGE 
5:30-7:30 pm, Dec. 5, LJCC Auditorium 
Come to celebrate Chanukah with some competition. The Latke Fry Off is based on 
the Food Network show “Chopped,” and there will be teams from Birmingham 
Jewish organizations competing to win the Golden Frying Pan. During the 
competition, kosher dinner will be sold for $10 a plate, and includes meatless chili, 
latkes and donuts. There will be a kids area with arts and crafts, and The Olive Oil 
Press Show by Chabad. Please contact Priscilla Denard with questions at 
pdenard@bhamjcc.org. 
KIDS NIGHT OUT 
5:30-9 pm, Dec. 8, LJCC 
Kids, need a night out without your parents? Parents, need a night out without the 
kids? Kids' Night Out is a night filled with fun for children in K-5th grade. Register 
online at bhamjcc.org. For details, contact Tina Weldon at tweldon@bhamjcc.org. 
Activities vary at each event. Please register your child in advance to ensure a spot is 
available. Registration closes 4 days before the day of the event. A minimum of 8 
kids is required for Kids' Night Out. Cost: 1st Child - $15 ($10 Member Value Price), 2nd Child - $13 ($8 Member Value Price), 3 or more 
Children - $12 ($7 Member Value Price) 

FOURTH ANNUAL GRAND MENORAH LIGHTING 
4:30-6:30 pm, Dec. 9, Saks Plaza in The Summit 
Event features music, street performers, a photo booth, traditional Chanukah foods, a Gelt Drop and the Grand Menorah lighting!  
The Grand Menorah Lighting is a collaborative project of the LJCC, Chabad of Alabama, the Birmingham Jewish Foundation, and the 
Birmingham Jewish Federation. All are welcome. 

GIVE YOUR TIME DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON WITH FAMILY PROMISE!  
Dec. 9-16, Temple Emanu-El 
At the end of Chanukah, Temple Emanu-El will host our next rotation for Family Promise of Birmingham (FPOB) with the wonderful 
support of volunteers from Temple Beth-El starting. We are working together with volunteers from the entire Jewish community to help 
provide meals and a warm, safe place to stay each night during that week for temporarily homeless families.   
Ways to help: Provide a meal one night and dine with the guests at Temple any night between December 9-15 (1-hour commitment). 
Volunteer to help with set up or clean up on Dec. 9 or Sunday, Dec. 16 (1-hour commitment). Our greatest need: Volunteer to spend one 
night at Temple Emanu-El as a chaperone: arrive at 7 pm and leave at 7 am the next morning (9 am Saturday morning). Sleep in your own 
Temple classroom as your private bedroom with a cot which is provided. Dates open: Dec. 9–15. If your child needs volunteer hours, 
Family Promise is a simple and meaningful way to earn those hours! 
Please contact Billie Marsala at billie.marsala@pbjcal.org (417) 861-1410 to ask any questions or to schedule your volunteer time. You can 
also sign up online by following this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4ba9a822abf94-family7 

SCHOOL’S OUT CAMP/CAMP 365 
9 am-3:30 pm, Dec. 20-21, 24, 26-28 & 31 ; Jan. 2-3, 2019 
When school is out, Camp LJCC is in! Winter Break Camp  will be held on the dates listed below. $50 Member Value Price is $40. Before and 
Aftercare available for $5/each. Contact Tina Weldon at tweldon@bhamjcc.org for more information. 

CHABAD OF ALABAMA PRESENTS SONGS OF THE INSPIRED SOUL 
7 pm, Jan. 16, Chabad of Alabama (3040 Overton Rd.) 
This is a special live musical performance by a local string quartet in a unique multimedia format. For more information, visit 
www.chabadofalabama.com or email office@chabadofalabama.com. 

mailto:tweldon@bhamjcc.org
mailto:info@bhecinfo.org
mailto:pdenard@bhamjcc.org
http://bhamjcc.org/?fbclid=IwAR25-mKJ0ifjxXWD7ODayAs0puZeJgYamslShYgOVdmBasJdMtggLR39hP4
mailto:tweldon@bhamjcc.org
mailto:billie.marsala@pbjcal.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4ba9a822abf94-family7
mailto:tweldon@bhamjcc.org
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Dec. 7-8 
  
  Itsek Aleksandrovich 
  Herbert Applebaum 
*LeRoy Bearman 
*Sadie Bearman 
*Isaac Bernstein 
  William Bernstein 
  Helen Blackwell 
  Bernard Blatt 
  Joseph Brawer 
*Aaron Cohen 
  Harold Colb 
  Pearl Dim 
*Alton Dreayer 
*Sylvia Epsman 
*Jake Euchvitz 
*Louis Geldzahler 
  Samuel Ginsburg 
  Alan Goldman 
*Isaac Goldner 
  Rosalind Goldstein 
*Simon Goldstein 
*Max Gordon 
  Sarah Greenberg 
  Al Grodner 
  Vera Iosifovna 

Iacubovich 
*Helaine Jacobs 
*Perry Jaffe 
*Rella Kline 
  Morton Kravitz 
*Fannie Kulpe 
  Isadore Lassen 
*Louise Levin 
*Bea Levy 
*Henry Levy 
*Ike Levy 
*Rosa Levy 
*Ruth Lewis 
*Philip Light 
  Anna Link 
*Mose Lischkoff 
  Jackie Lishkoff 
*Betty Lupescu 
  Vladimir Lyublinskiy 
  John Mehler 
*Annie Miller 

*Edward Minnen 
*Bessie H. Niren 
  Emanuel Olshan 
  Mildred Preston 
*Morris Randman 
  Anna Raymond 
*Elaine Hirsch Rosen 
*Albert Rosenbaum 
  Menucha Rosenthal 
  David Shapiro 
*Murray Siegal 
  Nathan Stein 
  Tybie Warner 
  Shaika Zeltser 
  Rosalie Zimmerman 
 
Dec. 14-15 
 
*Abraham Adelman 
  Sarah Axel 
*Rose Baker 
*Isaac Benjamin 
  Saul Bruchis 
  Eli Capouya 
  Frank Cohen 
  Bernard Daitz 
*Florence Damsky 
*Zac Damsky 
  Mavis Doty 
*Philip Feigelson 
*Abraham Feldstein 
  Becky Fingerman 
*Louis Gingold 
*Meyer Goldberg 
*Ralph Gouse 
*Lillie Greenwald 
  Nuchim Gulman 
*Bessie Joffe 
  Rose Kaplan 
*Minnie Kisber 
  Sarah Klein 
  Fannie Kulpe 
*Nechama Levin 
*Bertha Levine 
  Joyce Levine 
  Harold Levy 
  Hyman Levy 
*Molly Lewis 

*Chic Lupescu 
*Rita Maisel 
*Lillian Markowitz 
  Anna Menchel 
  David Mendel 
  Sam Miller 
  Joe Padawer 
*Julius Routman 
  Norman Schlaff 
  Esther Serwitz 
  Bertha Shapiro 
  Donald Shulmister 
*Melvin Singer 
*Margie Sokol 
*Irving Stiegel 
  Grigory Tsinis 
  Joe Tuck 
  Henry Warner 
  Allan Weinblatt 
*Sam Weintraub 
  Leon Wheeler 
*Philip Wilensky 
  Celia Wilson 
  Sanuka (Sonyuka)  

Zeltser 
*Minnie Ziff 
*Harry Zimmerman 
 
Dec. 21-22 
 
  Stanley Abrams 
*Esther Apolinsky 
  Louis Apolinsky 
*Abe Berkowitz 
*William Bernstein 
  Hyman Bloomston 
  Dora Bonfield 
  Marx Borod 
  Jean Boxer 
*Shulamith Brateman 
*Sam Brick 
*Anna Brook 
  Harriet Chused 
*Jenny Cohen 
  Alfred Cohn 
*David Cooper 
  Kenneth Curtis 
*Minnie Davidson 

*Oscar Davis 
  Miriam Denaburg 
  Gersh Draluk 
  Morris Epsman 
*Sarah Erdberg 
*Steven Feigelson 
*Herman Feinberg 
  Seth Fingerman 
  Jerry Fishman 
*Leo Friedman 
  Sheila Friedman 
  Max Gerson 
*Rachel Goldberg 
*Corine Goldstein 
  Jacob Halpern 
  Polina Ioshpa 
*Lena Kadis 
  Syd Klein 
  Esther Kolodner 
  Norman Krell 
*Merlyn Krys 
  Moses Kulpe 
  Mary Kurman 
*Nathan Levis 
  Esta Lipsky 
*Morris Lux 
*Hilda Margolis 
  Ruth Markey 
  Ida May 
*Josephine Meyers 
  Paul Miller 
  Jeannette Nichols 
*Leo Nichols 
  Louis Overdank 
  Maryam Pischik 
*Anna Randman 
  Gaston Randman 
  Henry Raymond 
  Bertha Rubenstein 
  Itzhak Schuster 
  Litman Schuster 
*Lillian Schwartz 
  Max Senior 
  Eliezer Shalev 
  William Simon 
*Issie Sokol 
*Louis Wallock 
  Sydney Weinstein 

DECEMBER YAHRZEITS 
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*Denotes a perpetual 
memorial plaque in 

sanctuary given by family 
members.  

DECEMBER YAHRZEITS 
*Saril Wertheimer 
  Manuel Wildstein 
*Leo Wilensky 
*John Zeidman 
*Raisa Zinger 
  Joseph Zittrer 
 
Dec. 28-29 
 
*Levi Becker 
  Freida Berk 
*Arthur Bernstein 
  Rose Bernstein 
  Katherine Brande 
*Irving Buchalter 
  Margaret Castell 
  Dona Cohen 
*Israel Coplon 
  David Feldman 
  Milton Finkelstein 
  Janis Friedman 
  Sylvan Gershon 
  Emma Gessow 
  Roslyn Gilbert 
*Ida Goldberg 
*Sadie Goldberg 
  Helen Goldman 
  Fannie Goldstein 
*Lottie Gordon 
  David Greenberg 
  James Griffith 
*Eleanor Grossman 
  Lev Gutman 
  Alfred Jacobs 
  Pauline Jacobs 
  Marlene Jason 
*Emil Klein 
  Alice Kleinberg 
  Sylvia Kravitz 
  Judith Ladinsky 
  Fannie Levy 
*Morris Levy 
*Nathan Lewis 
  Sarah Libby 
*Malcolm Lindy 
*Tillie Lischkoff 
*Hyman Mayberger 
  Frank McCay 

*Ida Miller 
  Ethel Mutchnick 
*Maurice Nathan 
*Irving Nimeroff 
*Bernard Randman 
  Sidney Rosenberg 
*Aaron Rosenfeld 
*Jenifer Beth 

Rotenstreich 
*Edwin Rubenstein 
*Leon Saroff 
*Chaim Schniper 
  Abraham Schulman 
*Annie Seligman 
  Rubin Serwitz 
*Vitteh Skalet 
*Nathan Solomon 
  Beatrice Stark 
  Leah Stark 
*Lottie Stein 
  Esther Stelman 
  Libby Tuck 
  Goldie Waxman 
*Jennie Weber 
  Lee Weiner 
*Bernice Weintraub 
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Beit Midrash: Interpreting Torah with Rabbi Stephen 
Class began Oct. 11 and meets from noon to 1 pm on Thursdays. 
 

Do you want to take your Jewish learning to the next level? Do you want to understand the reasons 
for rabbinic thought and decision making? This course will examine such topics as: 
What does Judaism teach about the afterlife, and what do I believe? Is theology important for a 
thriving Jewish life? How do I relate to Jewish law, Halakha? What makes food kosher, and why is 
cheese sensitive? Why are screens, phones, and electricity forbidden on Shabbat? Based on a study 
of historical documents, we will examine: Where are we in the arc of Jewish history? How can I do 
Judaism at Home with my family? Are free speech and fair speech incompatible? What is the status 
of women in Jewish law and in the Conservative movement? What does Talmud study have to do 
with a spiritual life? How should we understand Midrash, the highly creative rabbinic commentary 
on the Torah? Can religion help us be better people? What kind of community should we build as 
Jews in Birmingham? 
 
Intro to Judaism Class with Bethany Slater 
Class began Oct. 16 and occurs from 7:30 pm to 9 pm on Tuesdays. 
 

Jewish education never ends. It is a lifelong act of worship. But it must have a beginning. This 
course is designed to introduce Jewish wisdom, history and culture. Through reading, experiential 
learning, and discussion we will engage the living tradition that forms the stories that Jews live 
today. This course is appropriate for anyone looking to learn more about Judaism, the curious and 
the already committed. 

 
L’Dor v’Dor Beit Midrash with Bethany Slater 
Class occurs 9:30–11 am Dec. 2, Jan. 27, March 3, April 7 and May 5. 
 

This course will engage topics of Jewish thought based on your questions. Through exploration of 
classical sources from the Jewish tradition, close reading and discussion, we will consider 10 
different topics generated from your questions. We will think about how Jewish ideas form our 
lives and how we might better position ourselves as both inheritors and contributors to the passing 
of Judaism from one generation to the next.  
 

Odekah with the Slaters 
10-11 am Dec. 9, Jan. 20, Feb. 10, March 10, April 28 and May 26 
 

The first Odekah meeting was a great success! This next installment of this exciting new adult 
education opportunity will occur from 10 am to 11 am on Sunday, Dec. 9, at the home of Bethany & 
Rabbi Stephen Slater. Here, you will sing short songs and niggunim, wordless melodies, with 
Bethany and Stephen. Come explore Jewish spiritual practice of prayer in a new context. You can 
view links to music the group sang during November’s meeting online at the TBE website. Be sure 
to check out the other adult education opportunities while there.  
 

Adult Education Opportunities 
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Is the Glass (Money Jar) Half Full? 
Part 3: Volunteerism, Professionalism, Money, Leadership 

 

Over the summer I had the pleasure of sitting down with Jeff Sokol. Jeff worked as a part of the 
“NextGen” group to analyze the financial challenges and opportunities in our Jewish community.  
This group recently issued a “roadmap” toward Jewish sustainability in Birmingham.  

Jeff and I talked about many of the assets that exist in our Birmingham community, and many of 
the challenges. After analyzing financial data from all of our communal organizations, he said with earnest and 
surprising praise, “Y’all have done a good job managing your resources at Temple Beth-El.” Well, I was stunned. I 
was inclined to protest to him. “Did you see our line of credit? Did you notice the declines in income during the 
difficult periods of the recession? During our rabbinic transitions? Do you want to borrow my glasses?” 

Of course I didn’t ask any of those questions. I responded about how proud I am of the years we balanced our 
budget; the increase in Temple Beth-El Foundation assets; the downward expense lines over the past seven years. 
And to his credit, Jeff later added a “half-empty” reminder: “Your successes are really in the rear view mirror … Cost 
management can only go on for so long.” 

So which is it: half empty or half full? We can be heartened that we have endowments over $5,000,000; a valuable 
property on Highland Avenue; and a historic congregation and building with national recognition. Our glass is 
certainly more than half full, and its contents a rich elixir of Jewish ritual, values and community. Yet, we remain an 
aging community, carrying too high a load of debt (approximately $850,000 at this writing) and a shrinking pool of 
resources from which every Jewish nonprofit must rely. With Rabbi Stephen now settling in and building strategic 
program goals, now is the moment for us to fill our cups, to focus on the half-full glass and seek a sustainable vision 
for the change which is already on its way. 

I invite you to consider how you can play a role in filling our financial cup … expanding our capacity to serve the 
community and enhance Jewish living. Here are a few possibilities. 

• Increase your annual membership commitment. Talk to a friend or family member about the impact an 
increase can make in Jewish outreach. This helps ensure we stay on track for the current year. 

• Connect with the Bonim B’Yachad (Building Together) Campaign started last spring. Its purpose is to allow us 
to provide a competitive salary for Rabbi Stephen, supporting his innovative programming which can transform 
and revitalize our community. Bonim B’Yachad is a multi-year campaign begun by Jacob Halpern. If you have 
not participated, we will be reaching out to you in 2019 to make the connection. 

• Even for non-members, TBE provides programming throughout the year. For example, our participation this fall 
in “A Prayer Gathering for Shalom” and the David Kassan EDUT, living witness, project presentation were open 
to the entire community. Invite your friends to make a designated donation to help us continue such 
programming, and service to the community. 

• Save up for our spring “Volunteer Appreciation and Awards Weekend,” April 5-6. We will be honoring so 
many of our generous volunteers and including an annual fundraiser for our current budget year. 

These are ways you can “connect and commit” to giving at Temple Beth-El. As you do, I hope you remember that 
everyone, from clergy to staff to Board leadership, is focused on our mission: how to touch human lives with 
Judaism; how to connect Jewish people with each other and with the broader Birmingham community. A wedding, 
a Bar Mitzvah, a gathering for study, a funeral—we provide these to all regardless of their ability to pay. Indeed, in 
this regard, our cup is overflowing, something you can be very proud of. 

 

Next month, Part 4:  Leadership—More Important Than Money 

Message from Executive Director Bob Greenberg 
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Tailgate Shabbat Ruach & Chicken Dinner 
  

Shabbat Ruach 
5:45 pm 

Friday, Dec. 14 
 

Dinner following services will be provided by Josh 

Haynes of Alloy Thai catering. Dinner includes Thai 

ginger and turmeric chicken, rice, Chinese greens, 

vegetarian chik’n nuggets and parve desserts. Beer and 

wine will be available for those 21 and up. 
 

Cost: $18 per adult, $8 per child (ages 5-13) and     

$45 for family. 
 

RSVP online at ww.templebeth-el.net. 


