Beth-El Summer Connection
July & August 2020|Tamuz/Av/Elul 5780

“Summertime and the Livin’ Is Easy.”
But, is it really?
The song says so.
George Gershwin says so.
After all, he wrote the song.

But, what do our congregants think?
Adapting to a summer of silence: pg. 22
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July & August Service Schedule
July 17 Erev Shabbat: 5:45 pm
Candle lighting: 7:38 pm

July 31 Erev Shabbat: 5:45 pm
Candle lighting: 7:29 pm

Aug. 21 Erev Shabbat: 5:45 pm
Candle lighting: 7:07 pm

July 18 Shabbat Matot-Masei
Morning services: 9:30 am
Havdala: 8:37 pm

Aug. 1 Shabbat Va’etchanan
Morning services: 9:30 am
Havdala: 8:28 pm

Aug. 22 Shabbat Shoftim
Morning services: 9:30 am
Havdala: 8:05 pm

July 24 Erev Shabbat: 5:45 pm
Candle lighting: 7:34 pm

Aug. 7 Erev Shabbat: 5:45 pm
Candle lighting: 7:22 pm

Aug. 28 Erev Shabbat: 5:45 pm
Candle lighting: 6:58 pm

July 25 Shabbat Devarim
Morning services: 9:30 am
Havdala: 8:33 pm

Aug. 8 Shabbat Eikev
Morning services: 9:30 am
Havdala: 8:21 pm

Aug. 29 Shabbat Ki Teitzei
Morning services: 9:30 am
Havdala: 7:57 pm

July 29 Erev Tish’a B’Av
Virtual Reading of Lamentations

Aug. 14 Erev Shabbat: 5:45 pm
Candle lighting: 7:15 pm

July 30 Tish’a B’Av
Fast Day

Aug. 15 Shabbat Re’eh
Morning services: 9:30 am
Havdala: 8:14 pm

Virtual Access to Services Changing
ZOOM web conferencing: www.zoom.us
Temple Beth-El website: www.templebeth-el.net
Livestream: https://livestream.com/tbebirmingham
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/TBEBirmingham
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TBEBirmingham/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bethelbirmingham/

Weekday Services
Daily Morning Minyan: 7 am
Sundays & Secular Holidays: 8 am
Monday-Thursday Afternoon Minyan: 5 pm
Sunday Afternoon Minyan: 5:30 pm

To view the most up-to-date
Saturday evening service times
and more, visit us online at
www.templebeth-el.net.

As we continue engaging in virtual services, we’re making some adjustments to better reach congregants.
Currently, Friday evening services are regularly streamed on Facebook Live. Beginning July 18, we’ll be
sharing Friday evening services through Zoom. You can attend the Zoom meeting for services or watch them
via Facebook Live, whatever option is more convenient for you. The new Kabbalat Shabbat reoccurring Zoom
meeting ID is 897 5843 1622. We’ll continue to share the ID regularly via email, too.
Saturday morning services are currently found on the TBE Livestream site. Beginning July 25, we’ll be slowly
transitioning off the Livestream site and transitioning primarily to Facebook Live and YouTube. More details
will be shared throughout the transitioning process. Also, we've been undergoing upgrades and changes to
our video equipment as we strive to bring you better virtual experiences. Please bear with us as we work
through new audio and video issues that may arise. Please email Amber at arichards@templebeth-el.net
regarding any technical issues that you notice. Thank you!

Stay in the Loop with Our New Online Google Calendar
The Temple Beth-El online calendar is full of all sorts of amazing information and has more than just TBE programs and
services listed. It's been revitalized and now includes special learning opportunities from Jewish institutions nationwide.
These classes are free online and available to all of you! You can import events directly into your own Google calendar,
so you can add items to your schedule. Be sure to check it out! Visit the TBE homepage, www.templebeth-el.net, and
click on “Calendar” located at the bottom left corner of the screen. You can’t miss it!
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Reflections from TBE Board President Ronald Levitt
interconnected relationships we have
with one another, because of the many
ways members of our community express
their Jewish faith and create meaning for
themselves and others and because of
the many ways our community tries to
take care of each other, whether here in
Birmingham or around the world.
So, now you know my secret. You should
also know what an absolute pleasure and
honor it is for me to begin my term as
President of Temple Beth-El for the next
couple of years.

Shalom my friends.
I have a secret. It’s a secret that is very
close to my heart, and it’s a secret that
moves me to want to do great things!
Want to know what it is?
I am in love. I’m sure you are thinking:
“Well, that’s nice. You have a lovely wife
and fabulous children and grandchildren.
Of course you are in love with them.”
And, you know what, you are right. I am
in love with my wife and my family.
But, everyone knows that … so what’s
the secret?
My secret is that I am in love–but in a
very different sort of way …
Let me explain.
I’m in love with Temple Beth-El and with
this Birmingham Jewish Community. I
love Temple Beth-El for many reasons. I
have known and prayed with most of the
precious members of this congregation
for most of my life. I have sounded the
Shofar for this group of people over the
last number of years. You have
all always made me feel right at home,
even before Beth-El became my
home. It’s like going to a Synagogue full
of your cousins! I’m in love with Temple
Beth-El not only because of our past
history, which is rich and varied, full of
talent, character and learning, but also
because of the warm, open and caring
community we are.
I am in love with this Birmingham Jewish
Community because of the wonderful
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At our recent congregational meeting, we
passed the baton of leadership from one
Board of Directors to the next. This event
has been going on for many, many years.
Today, in that light, I want to take a
moment to remember our past
leadership—those who have guided our
congregation through many years of
happiness and challenges. Our past
leaders all came out of our
congregational family and have been
inspirations to us over the years as we
have enjoyed our simchas and suffered
through our tragedies. These leaders
have inspired us, nurtured us and
brought us together in good times and in
bad times. Over the past few years, we
have lost some of those leaders (who
were really part of my parents’
generation) and they will be sorely
missed. So, as I take on this mantle of
leadership for our congregation, I do it
with the memory of our past in my
heart, while carrying a joyful view of
what our future will be in my soul.
I’d like to take a minute to share with you
my thoughts on some of my goals and
objectives for our congregation for the
next couple of years. But before I do,
please let me offer, on behalf of the
Board and our congregation, a hearty
Mazal Tov to Dan Weinrib for the great
job he has done for all of us over the past
years, and in particular, his last two years
as president of TBE.
We are lucky to have had the benefit of
Dan’s calm and cheerful approach to
leadership and so appreciate and are
grateful to Karen and Jack for sharing him
with us. It is not a small thing for a man
or woman with a family with small

children to devote the time, emotion and
energy to such a leadership role—
one that we all admit is not always
fun. But Dan was there with us all over
the past two years as we happily brought
in and installed our new Rabbi; infused
new life into our weekly worship by
adopting a new Siddur; were horrified by
the events in Pittsburgh and Poway as
anti-Semitism reignited in our country
and the world; organized a community
vigil on our front steps (which is a night I
will not soon forget); conceptualized,
completed and opened the HalpernLevitt KidZone & Family Center; faced the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic; have
been horrified again by the scourge of
racism in our country and had to deal
with its impact on us and our
congregation.
So, thanks to Dan for being there as we
experienced all of those events and many
others. Your calm, cheerful approach to
life and leadership has been, and always
will be, appreciated.
When you see Dan in person or Zoom in
on Dan, please give him a huge Mazal Tov
and “atta-boy” as he takes on the desired
position of being a past-president of TBE.
As I begin my term as president of our
beloved Temple Beth-El, I’d also like to
offer my congratulations to the new
leadership group at our sister
congregation, Temple Emanu-El. Over the
past couple of years, Dan and I have
enjoyed developing a lovely relationship
with Al Cohn (who is now a pastpresident of TEE … lucky dog) and their
new president, Robert Berman. We,
along with Rabbi Stephen, have enjoyed
getting to know and learning to work
with TEE’s new Rabbi, Adam Wright. It is
exciting for both of the Highland Avenue
congregations to be starting anew
together. I have a deep connection and
history at both of these congregations
and I look forward to doing good things
together.
It also pleases me that we, at Temple
Beth-El, enjoy warm and loving
relationships with the Posner and
Friedman families at Chabad and Rabbi
Rube’s flock at Knesseth Israel.

I must tell you that one of the pleasures
in my life has been the way that the
Birmingham Jewish community treats
each other like family. What a pleasure it
has been to collaborate with all of our
local congregations and organizations,
such as the LJCC, CJFS, NEMJDS and our
Federation and Foundation to address
many wants and needs. I pledge to all of
you, our sister congregations in
Birmingham and all our other wonderful
local Jewish institutions that we at TBE
will look favorably on finding ways to
collaborate and cooperate so that all the
wonderful programs, services and
projects offered can be enjoyed by our
entire Jewish community.
As Danny Cohn, our new Federation
director would say, “We are stronger
together.” We agree. I am so pleased
that Danny and his family are here in
town with us now and I hope they know
that they are always welcome at Temple
Beth-El. Thanks to Danny for taking on
the role of executive director at the BJF. I
encourage all of you to welcome him and
his family to Birmingham and to our shul.
I also pledge to you that we at Temple
Beth-El will deepen the relationships we
enjoy with groups outside of our small
but vibrant Jewish community. You will
see our efforts as we continue to develop
a program we started a couple of years
ago to openly learn about the Civil Rights
Movement and history in Birmingham. It
is part of our history. Our Rabbi
understands this and so do we. While all
our events will not be as exciting as the
program we had with Sen. Doug Jones
and Bill Baxley a couple of years ago,
keep your eyes open for ways to
incorporate issues surrounding justice
and civil rights into the fabric of Temple
Beth-El. Help us find our place in the
process of making the world a better
place.
I want to leave you with my thoughts on
issues that we will be addressing and
focusing on during the next couple of
years. Some are immediate. Some are
business-related. And, some will impact
who we are and how we live as Jews in
Birmingham.
The first issue we will address is to
providing support to Rabbi Stephen and
our beloved Sarah Metzger (Mazal Tov
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Sarah!) as we continue our efforts to
make our religious and programing
experiences more meaningful. Isn’t a big
part of our job to help make our
experiences more meaningful? We will
do that by using and implementing
different types of services, that may go
on at the same time, in our effort to
make Temple Beth-El more open and
inviting to different types of groups who
have different desires and needs.
And there will be music thanks to Sarah!!
Second, we will develop a program at
Temple Beth-El that, over time, will study
the Civil Rights Movement in Birmingham
and how the Jewish community fits
within it. Hopefully this will allow our
congregation to be more engaged in
helping make our city and society more
just for all. Through these efforts we will
certainly develop new and closer
relationships with other groups in our
city. The Rabbi is all-in on this idea, and
so am I.
Third, we will work to make the
synagogue more open and inviting to our
interfaith families, so they feel more
welcome and accepted. In our world
today, interfaith families are important
to us. We need to make sure their needs
and desires for spiritual lives are met.
This was a very important issue discussed
at length at the USCJ convention that
many of us attended in Boston last
December. I know the Rabbi is
committed to this effort, and so am I.
Another area of focus will be to devote
our time, energy and talents toward
building more collaborative relationships
with our sister congregations and local
Jewish institutions. This is a hot-button
issue for me. Collaboration can lead to
wonderful things, like a highly
functioning community religious school. I
know the Rabbi is committed to this
effort, and so am I.
Finally, my last big goal for the next
couple of years is to make our daily
Temple operations more user-friendly,
more
transparent
and
more
understandable. We have a good staff to
work with Rabbi and Sarah, and we will
develop tools to make dealing with our
office easier.

Part of the process to bring about all of
these initiatives will require some focus
on developing our financial resources
through fundraising efforts, reviewing of
our dues structure and planning fun and
exciting programs that we will sponsor to
raise money for our budget. The Rabbi is
committed to this effort, and so am I.
I am so excited to be serving the next
couple of years with the leadership
group that we have put together. It may
scare some of you to see so many
lawyers as officers, but we are all good
lawyers, not bad lawyers. Our officer
team of Naomi Ivker, Allen Halpern, Abe
Schuster and Steve Altmann are a
formidable group, and I am looking
forward to serving with them. I have also
appointed four really great folks to help
our Executive Committee in leadership,
including Maurine Halpern, Susan
Lapidus, Evan Rhodes and Alex Grodner. I
am honored to be serving with this
leadership team as well as an impressive
Board of Directors. We will all do the
best we can for you. Please feel free to
give your comments and suggestions to
any member of our leadership team. We
want to know what you are thinking and
how we can improve.
So, let’s hope the next two years are
more successful than my last round of
Shofar sounding and that we don’t find
any cracks in our process! (Oy, if you
were there, you know what I mean.)
Seriously, please support all of our
leaders and volunteers as we do what we
can to make TBE the best it can be for all
of you.

Temple Beth-El Foundation
Foundation Hires New Executive
Director with a Familiar Face!
Cathy Fingerman Steps into New Role
Cathy Stewart Fingerman, an award-winning Birmingham media
executive, has been selected as the new Executive Director of the Temple
Beth-El Foundation, a supporting 501c3 organization.
In her new role, Fingerman will be responsible for growing the assets of
the Foundation, primarily through developing and expanding the planned
giving program, testamentary gifts and endowments. Fingerman will report directly to current Temple BethEl Foundation Vice-President, Dr. Keith Abrams.
“The entire Board of the Foundation is excited about the energy and passion Cathy Fingerman brings to this
role." Abrams said. "With her marketing talent and professionalism, she has a significant opportunity to
make an impact upon our Temple Beth-El family and the entire Birmingham Jewish community."
Fingerman was named to Folio's prestigious Top Women in Media list for her contribution to print and social
media promotions. She served as Associate Publisher of B-Metro magazine for 10 years and was one of its
founders.

A longtime Birmingham resident, Fingerman is a board member of the Levite Jewish Community Center and
is a member of Temple Beth-El, where she has been an executive board member. She resides in Hoover with
her husband, Dr. Irwin Fingerman, and is a proud mother and “bubbie” (Jewish grandmother).
Fingerman says, “I am looking forward to working to secure the future of our historic Jewish community.”
For more information, email TBEF Executive Director Cathy Fingerman at tbefoundation@templebeth-el.net.
See back cover of bulletin for more about the Foundation!
#LiveYourJewishLegacy

Support Your Shul
through AmazonSmile
The TBE Foundation is now a registered organization with
AmazonSmile! What this essentially means is that you can
support your shul in a new way! When you shop on
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation donates 0.5% of
the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organization of
your choice. Now the Foundation is among those choices! Be
sure to select “Temple Beth El Foundation” as your charitable
organization when you shop online at smile.amazon.com and
support the TBE Foundation through AmazonSmile.
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Temple Beth-El Foundation Donations
The Temple Beth-El Foundation acknowledges the generosity of the following donors:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
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Dalia and Keith Abrams donated to the Dalia & Keith Abrams Dues Assistance
Fund in honor of the Temple Beth-El Volunteer Award Winners.
Bernard Axel donated to the J.B. and Lynette Mazer Temple Beautification Fund in
memory of J.B. Mazer.
Suzanne and Howard Bearman contributed to the Bonfield Family Volunteer Recognition Fund in memory of
Barney Bonfield.
Barbara Bonfield made donations to the Bonfield Family Volunteer Recognition Fund:
—in honor of Bernard Axel’s Heavy-Lifter Award
—in honor of Suzanne and Howard Bearman’s award for a Lifetime of Philanthropy
Barbara Bonfield donated to the J.B. and Lynette Mazer Temple Beautification Fund in memory of Lynette Mazer.
Susan and Harold Brooks donated to the Cantor Akiva and Helen Ostrovsky Music Education Fund in memory of
Raphael Ostrovsky.
Lori and Stephen Dorsky donated to the J.B. and Lynette Mazer Temple Beautification Fund in memory of J.B.
Mazer.
Arlene Fisher donated to the Murray Saul Fisher Cantorial Fund:
—in memory of Robert Zivitz
—in honor of Morton Stern’s 80th birthday
—in memory of her beloved father, Harry Wilk, on his yahrzeit
Arlene Fisher donated to the Suzanne and Howard Bearman Adult Education Fund in honor of Suzanne and
Howard’s 60th wedding anniversary.
Roz Fuchs donated to the Suzanne and Howard Bearman Adult Education Fund in honor of Suzanne and Howard’s
60th wedding anniversary.
Sheldon Hauben donated to the Cantor Akiva and Helen Ostrovsky Music Education Fund in memory of Cantor
William and Brina Hauben.
Barbara and Allen Kaplan donated to the J.B. and Lynette Mazer Temple Beautification Fund in memory of J.B.
Mazer.
Sheri and Jimmy Krell contributed to the Suzanne and Howard Bearman Adult Education Fund in honor of Suzanne
and Howard’s Lifetime of Philanthropy Award.
Susan and Billy Lapidus donated to the Maxine and Stanley Lapidus Special Projects Fund:
—in memory of their aunt Lynette Mazer
—in memory of Robert Zivitz
—in memory of Alvin Slaughter
—in memory of Barbara Bonfield’s son, Barney Bonfield
—in honor of our Mom and Dad’s, Bubbe and Papa’s 68th wedding anniversary
Joe Lichtenstein donated to the Cantor Akiva and Helen Ostrovsky Music Education Fund in memory of Raphael
Ostrovsky.
Marian and Myron Radwin donated to the Jill Radwin Confirmation Trip Fund in memory of:
—her mother, Rebecca Gershon
—Myron’s father, Jacob Radwin
Bryna and Greg Rapp donated to the Suzanne and Howard Bearman Adult Education Fund in honor of Suzanne
and Howard’s Lifetime of Philanthropy Award.
Micky and Stanley Rubenstein made a donation to the J.B. and Lynette Mazer Temple Beautification Fund in
memory of Lynette Mazer.
Ruth Siegler donated to the Margy and Albert Rosenbaum Fund in honor of the birth of Margy’s great-grandson, Eli
Albert Rosenbaum.
Judith Yudof contributed to the J.B. and Lynette Mazer Temple Beautification Fund in memory of J.B. Mazer.

Repairing the World: Social Action Opportunities
VISION: Engaging in Tikum Olam is a core value of Temple Beth-El
congregants. We are a consistent and recognized partner in the
greater Birmingham community.
MISSION: To provide the TBE community, (including but not limited
to our members), opportunities to participate in Temple Beth-El
planned and sponsored, Judaically-informed, social actions
throughout the Jewish calendar year.

Tzedakah
The [T]Be Involved Social Action Committee and Rabbi Stephen are encouraging charitable giving in connection to our
Jewish holidays. As the Talmud states, the mitzvah of tzedakah is equivalent to all the other mitzvot. The next one is
Tisha B’Av, a holiday of great sorrow, that falls on July 29-30.
Tisha B’Av commemorates many tragedies that have befallen the Jewish people on this date, such as the destruction
of the First and Second Temples, the beginning of the First Crusade, and the expulsion of Jews from Spain. While some
classical Jewish sources maintain that the Messiah will be born on Tisha B’Av, this might be metaphorical—the idea
that hope rises from destruction.
In honor of the holiday, we request that you donate to the following:
1.) Ronald McDonald House Charities of Alabama- https://www.rmhca.org
What better example of hope is there than the hope of families caring for their children with serious illness? The
Ronald McDonald House helps families stay close to their children who are receiving treatment, sometimes for weeks
or months on end, at Children’s Hospital of Alabama and other local hospitals. The RMH provides a home away from
home- shelter, food, and support- for those parents who might otherwise have to sleep in the hospital or in their cars
as they face mounting medical bills.
2.) Magen David Adom in Israel- https://www.mdais.org/en
Magen David Adom in Israel, the Israeli Red Cross, is a disaster- relief organization and national ambulance and blood
bank service. They respond immediately in a crises and save lives.

Voter Engagement Opportunity
Please take advantage of the opportunity to act on voter engagement with
Faith In Action Alabama via phone banking. Training will be provided prior to
the initial calling dates of Aug. 4 and Aug. 6. Volunteers have the option to
call from their homes.
Contact: Sheri Krell sheribkrell@gmail.com,
Diane Slaughter slaughter.idl@gmail.com or
Amy Allon 1085amy@gmail.com for additional information. We look forward
to working with you on this vital project!
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Sisterhood Book of Remembrance for Yizkor Services
The Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El proudly announces the
20th edition of our Book of Remembrance. This book will be
used at the four Yizkor services held during the year 57805781. In addition to the Yizkor service, this book will include
readings and tributes to members of our congregation who
passed away during this past year. The Book will also
acknowledge the six million who perished in the Holocaust,
as well as those who have lost their lives defending the State
of Israel. Please take this opportunity to remember your
loved ones with a tax deductible donation to Sisterhood. The
proceeds from this project support our Religious School and Sisterhood programming.

Please complete the form below and mail it with your check for $18 per deceased loved one payable to Sisterhood of
Temple Beth-El to Shirley Froehlich, 3600 Dunbarton Drive, Birmingham, AL 35223. Kindly send your payment no later
than SEPTEMBER 4. You may see your last year’s listing by calling or emailing Shirley Froehlich at 205-977-4041 or
sfroehlich5@gmail.com for this information.
Please PRINT names clearly and list - only ONE household on the “Your name” line (i.e. Abe & Sara Smith/ The Smith
Family/ Abe & Sara Smith & Family/Abe, Sara, & Suzie Smith), only one deceased loved one on the “in memory of line.”
Listing of couples will be acceptable and each name is $18. OUR FORMAT THIS YEAR WILL REMAIN THE SAME AS LAST
YEAR BY LISTING ONLY THE NAME/S OF YOUR LOVED ONE WITHOUT THE ADDITION OF THE RELATIONSHIP. List any
additional names on a separate piece of paper
We thank you and very much appreciate your support of this project.
Your name:
Email:
In memory of:
1.

$18

2.

$18

3.

$18

4.

$18

5.

$18

6.

$18

7.

$18

8.

$18

9.

$18

10.

$18

Total amount enclosed:
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Sisterhood News
Sisterhood is delighted to offer
you the opportunity to wish your
family, friends, and business
associates
L’Shana Tova with
"Honey from the Heart"
What your gift recipient will receive:
• 8oz OU Kosher clover honey with a festive Rosh Hashanah label
• Professionally printed gift cards personalized with your own greeting
• Keepsake card with the blessing over apples + honey
• Acknowledgment of your donation to Temple Beth-El’s Sisterhood
Cost:
• $12.00 per jar
• Free shipping from now until July 22
• + $5.50 per jar for shipping after July 22
Orders accepted beginning June 1: orthoney.com/MBA/
All orders will be shipped to arrive in time for Rosh Hashanah.

Order Your Apple Cakes
Rosh Hashanah will be here before you know it!
When planning your menu for the holiday,
The “Sisterhood Bakery” has the perfect dessert
to complete the meal.
It’s a delicious apple cake, and it is the best deal!
For a $25 donation your order will be filled!
Place your order with Shirley Froehlich,
sfroehlich5@gmail.com, 2059363132.

Sisterhood Gift Shop Update
Dear Congregants,
The TBE Sisterhood Gift Shop has new items for the holidays and every day!
What's new: Honey Dishes, Glass Handled Challah Knives, Challah Plates and see our new beautiful Shabbat
candles all from Israel.
Please contact Sandra Martin at smartin4554@gmail.com to order items or arrange a Gift Shop viewing
appointment with her.
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Men’s Club Minutes

Updates and Past Events

Future Events & Reminders

OUTDOOR SERVICES – As we are all going through
this unpredictable time, TBE and the Men’s Club are
working together to ensure a safe and healthy way
to get congregants back together. Special THANK
YOU to Allen Halpern, Nico, and Warren for
rebuilding our sukkah to enable us to safely begin
hosting outdoor services again in the near future; be
on the lookout for invitations soon.

SOCIAL EVENTS – We are starting to see events and
venues open back up and we plan to start putting
together social events. We will plan for mostly
outdoor venues that will allow people to stay a safe
distance away while still enjoying themselves and
getting to meet fellow Men’s Club members. Be on
the lookout for some great events, and if you have
any that you would like to see (or plan!), please
contact
me
at
Alex
Grodner
magrodner@gmail.com. Some events currently
being planned – day at an outdoor brewery and
Birmingham Barons game.

SOFTBALL – Many Men’s Club members were
excited to get back into pickup softball Sunday
mornings at the JCC. Many new rules including
providing your own gloves (both fielding and
throwing hands) and bats as well as keeping a safe
distance away from other players have been put
into effect to allow
for play to safely
resume.

HAPPY
FATHER’S
DAY – To all the
Dad’s out there, we
hope you had a very
special Father’s Day.
Special shout-out to
the past Men’s Club
Vice President, Ben
Rosenbaum,
for
celebrating his first
Father’s Day.
Thank you!
Alex Grodner – TBE Men’s Club Vice President
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HIGH HOLIDAYS – Hard to believe that the High
Holidays will be here so soon. Per the usual, we will
have Men’s Club assist with ushering as well as
other duties to help the days run smoothly.
Obviously, this year is going to be very different with
COVID-19, but be on the lookout for email requests
to sign-up as we will need volunteers regardless of
the logistics around services this year.
MEMBERSHIP – The Men’s Club would not be able
to function without its members like you. If you are
not currently a member, please consider joining. It
will not break the bank, and it assists us in offering
great events to both Men’s Club members as well as
the greater Temple membership. For any questions
on how or why you should join, feel free to reach
out to Allen Halpern – ahalpern@k-chem.com.

Community Happenings
Archives at Home: The Dr. Werner Knurr
Collection
7 pm- 8:30 pm, Thursday, July 23
BHEC ZOOM Webinar
Holocaust survivor Dr. Werner Knurr joins BHEC archivist Rachel
Lopez to tell the story of his family’s escape from Nazi Germany
through the rare and unique collection of artifacts he has
generously donated to BHEC. From a comfortable life in Aurich,
Germany, to hardships endured under the Nuremberg Laws,
and finally to building a new life in Montgomery, Alabama,
there is much to be learned from the Knurr family’s
experiences. Facilitator: Dr. Werner Knurr and Rachel Jones
Lopez
Registration Link:
https://bhecinfo.org/event/learningfromarticfacts1/

Collat Jewish Family Services Hands-Up Together Event
Collat Jewish Family Services’ 2020 Hands Up Together event honoring Marjorie Perlman has been rescheduled as a
virtual event, Aug. 13, 5:30-6 pm. Sponsors and ticketholders will receive information via postcard and email about how
to join this Zoom event. For more information, email Elaine Witt, elaine@cjfsbham.org or call 205.879.3438.

*Virtual* L’Chaim 2020
2-3 pm, Sunday, August 23, LIVE
Online
L’Chaim will be inspiring as ever, and for
everyone’s safety and enjoyment, will
be a virtual event this year.
Join us as we recognize our honorees
Susan and David Silverstein.
Event Link: https://
bheclchaim.swell.gives/

Collat Jewish Family Services Offerings
Thanks to a grant from the Greatest Needs Fund of the Birmingham Jewish Federation’s COVID Relief Campaign, Collat
Jewish Family Services is offering financial assistance to Jewish community members who are facing financial insecurity
because of job loss, caring for family or other issues. Confidential assistance is available to members of the Birmingham
Jewish community who need help with rent or mortgage payments, utilities, prescription costs or other needs. To learn
more, please email CJFS Clinical Director Marcy Morgenbesser LICSW at marcy@cjfsbham.org, or call 205.879.3438. To
help dementia caregivers cope with stress, Collat Jewish Family Services’ CARES respite program is now offering its free
Virtual Support Group twice weekly – at 1:30 pm on Mondays and 7:30 pm Thursdays. The group is led by CJFS
professional staff. To register and receive Zoom link, contact Pam Leonard, CJFS CARES Program Director,
pam@cjfsbham.org. If you or someone you love is suffering from anxiety, depression or simply under unusual stress,
virtual counseling is available from CJFS for people of every age, religion and income level. Services are offered on a
sliding scale and may be covered by Medicare and/or insurance. To learn more, email marcy@cjfsbham.org or call
205.879.3438.
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2020 Volunteer Appreciation & Awards Donor Level
Recognition

Gazelle Level
Platinum Recognition
Amount: $360

13

Roslyn & Peter Mannon
Marjorie Perlman & Jay Stern
Gail & Abe Schuster

Leopard Level
Gold Recognition
Amount: $180

Bernard Axel
Rachel & Nathan Bearman
Caryn & Steven Corenblum
Lisa & Alan Engel
Neera Kaufman
Rabbi Stephen & Bethany Slater
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Waranch
Michelle Bearman-Wolnek & Seth Wolnek

Ram Level
Silver Recognition
Amount: $90

Melissa & Steven Altmann
Freddi Aronov
Barbara & Scott Brande
Arlene Fisher
Shira & Matthew Goldberg
Sheri & Jimmy Krell
Toby & Bert Siegel
Natalie & Albert Sikora
Geri & Bob Stone

Yahrzeits

July 10-11

Yahrzeits for week
ending:

* Morris Applebaum
* Hilda Beck
* Ira Beck
* Rosa Berkowitz
* Julius Bloomston
Yetta Bloomston
Leona Braverman
Herman Cohen
* Tessie R. Cohen
* Samuel Corenblum
* Pearl Cypress
* David Danneman
* Rachel Davis
* Mary Feinberg
Gabriel Fineberg
* Bernard Goldstein
Harry Greenberg
* Ruth Greenberg
* Sam Greenberg
* Gerald Hallerman
Hermine Herzfeld
Simon Jacobs
* Bluma Kadis
* Joe Koplon
* Ethel Laufman
Jack Lerer
Mark Levin
* Eva Mazer
Clara Mazor
* Dena Padawer
* Sadie Randman
Herbert Raymond
* Jacob Rotenstreich
* Bertha Sarasohn
* Sarah Sarasohn
* Helene Scheuer
* Jacob Scheuer
Robert Schlesinger
Katerina Shal
Leon Shapiro
* Emanuel Sherry
Margaret Smith
Hyman Sokol
Raye Staff
Julius Stark
* Sam Temerson
* Iris Weiner
Joe Weinstein

July 3-4
Maurice Abrams
* Rose Band
* Anna Blousman
* Massie Brown
Punky Burwinkle
* Cecile Cohen
Lazur Cooper
Isadore Eubanks
Florence Fried
* Bernice Gouse
Leon Greenberg
Abe Gross
Sally Ivker
Esther Kartus
Lois Katz
* Leah Kimerling
Leah Kolodkin
Moisey Koshin
Haya Koshina
* Estelle Kurman
* Stella Levy
* Abram Lewis
* Bluma Lewis
* Pearl Lewis
Harold Lischkoff
Sophie Litvine
* Seymour Marcus
* Ruth Mazer
* Nathan Miles
Rachel Mossin
* Harold Newman
* Jake Pollock
David Routman
Seymour Sadowsky
* Harold Schnaper
* Pauline Schuster
Esther Shelsky
David Shweky
Morris Slive
Yetta Slive
Florence Stein
Max Teninbaum
* Leon Weinstein
Sara Weinstein
Alfred Weiss
* Alex Weslock
Zvi Wilensky
* Stella Zodin
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July 17-18
Helene Bresler
*Nathan Caine
Ellen Dorsky
*Henry Emmerich
*Ida Feinberg

Esther Feinblum
Fannie Fine
Harold Frankel
*Sid Friedman
Oscar Gershon
*Rose Ginsburg
Celia Goldberg
*Malvin U. Goldstein
*Jerry Gordon-Hellman
Sheldon Gross
*Sylvia Helman
*Moisey Kalikhman
Miriam Kartus
Abraham Kertzner
*Barbara Levy Kisber
*Eve Koplon
*Ben Kravitz
Jeanie Kulpe
*Irving Lapidus
*Rita Laufman
*Bernard Letaw
Helene (Nina) Levitt
Zelda Lupion
Linda Marks
*Robyn Mazer
Beatrice McHale
Richard Mendel
*Tillie Nathan
Jeanette Reiss
Leya Reznichenko
Chippy Rudderman
*Abe Salkend
Louise Schwartz
*Jacob Seligman
Gersh Shitsel
Gizella Steinlauf
Nathan Stern
*Harold Teninbaum
*Bertha Torme
Joseph Werbin
Louise Winick
July 24-25
Faye Baker
*Max Berk
Grigory Bolshinskiy
*Irwin "Chico" Bomchel
Ida Brook
Irving Crown
*Joe Cypress
*Annie Nachoma
Davidson
*Ethel Denaburg
Victor Feigelson
Jacob Filler
Selma Friedman
Zerach Gershman

*Morris Goldstein
Leon Gottlieb
Jack Green
Frances Groont
Charles Gross
*Ernst Guenther
James Hara
Julius Hirsch
*Daniel Harel Isenberg
*Morris Jaffe
Anne Kline
*Louis Koplon
*Jacob Korpus
Dina Leroy
Edwin Levy
*Ida Levy
*Jennie Levy
Lee Litvine
*Julie Love
John Majeau
*Marie Majeau
Dorothy Marks
*Ruth Marx
Leo Mendel
*Vellie Mesch
Harry Michelson
George Mitnick
Aaron Mullakandov
Peter Nelubin
Lillian Nissenbaum
Rose Olim
Frieda Polakoff
Jerome Randman
*Gerald Raymond
Anna Rikelman
Pearle Romanoff
Basya Rotenberg
Gladys Rubin
Lorraine Schultz
Gertrude Schwartz
Marlene Shapiro
*Gersh Shilkrot
*Zlota Shilkrot
*Hyman Shugerman
*Etta Silverfield
*Max Slaughter
*Dora Snyder
Cindy Staff
Dorothy Tenenbaum
Jack Tolbert
Katherine Virago
Annie Ruth Wallace
Gertrude Weinrib
*Enta Weinstein
*Rose Weinstein
*Anne Weisner
*Lena Wise
Sara Zalkin

Mulka Zonenberg

July 31-Aug. 1
*A. Berman
Chaim Bronshteyn
David Brook
*George Cohen
*Jacob Cohen
Melvin Cohen
*Toby Conn
*Naomi Danneman
Margaret Feldman
Irving Fingerman
Jean Fink
*Sol Fleisher
Ellen Gleichenhaus
Janet Goldfarb
*Charles Goldstein
*Frances Green
*Bella Greenberg
Bertha Greenwald
Florence Hallerman
*Julius Helman
Alberto Israel
Milton Jacobson
Arthur Kadis
*Max Kimerling
*Sam Koplon
Mollie Lande
Edna Lemkin
*Esther Lewis
*Irving Libowsky
*Harry Light
*Ann Lipsitz
Nancy Mannon
*Harold Michelson
Sarah Rose Morton
*Suzanne Mouyal
*Norman Niren
Faina RabinovichShoher
*Bernie Morewitz Reznik
*Minerva Rosemore
Elinor Schocket
Ida Schulman
*David Louis Schwartz
*Hannah Stein
*Rose Steinberg
*Israel Urdong
*George Warner
Isadore Wientrob
*Louise Wilensky
*Ida Zeidman
Emanuel Zivitz
Isaak Zonenberg

Aug. 7-8

Louis Alterman
Mickey Anfanger
Samuel Axel
Hannah Bujor
*Ike (Babe) Cohen
*Phillip Cohen
*Ike Coplon
*Robert Damsky
*Dave Friedman
*Jesse Ginsburg
*Rose Ginsburg
Gertrude Goldberg
Gertrude Goldstein
*Nancy Goldstein
Seymour Grodner
Sarah Gross
Max Hallerman
Frank Happ
Babs Heilpern
*Marx Hyatt
Hyman Jaffe
Sidney Kaplan
*Abraham Levy
*Herbert Levy
*Anita Lichter
Bertha Lurie
Esther Marks
Polina Meixon
*Ben Mendelsohn
*Henry Morewitz
Nell Portnow
Roy Reagan
*Werner Reis
*Charlotte Schiff
Joseph Silberman
Geneva Stein
Monzie Terrell
Pearl Tropper
*Fannie Weintraub
*Annabelle Udin Wilk

*Sarah Winograd
*Sophie Zeidman
Khayka Zeltser
Jay Ziff

*Yale H. Niren
*Alan Nozick
*Beatrice Nozick
Celia Randman
David Roitman
Aug. 14-15
*Pincus Rosenthal
Bernath Schwartz
*Arthur Abrasley
David Schwartz
*Felicia Alberty
*Ben Siegal
Morris Belitsky
Dorine Sigal
*Louis Berman
Claire Simon
Sophie Bloomberg
Joe Stein
*David Cohen
Mildred Stern
*Myron Cohen
*Solomon Touro
*Lorayne Cooper
*Louis Wohl
*Samuel Coplon
Sura Zinger
*Rabbi Cynthia Culpeper Rose Zucker
*Louis Davidson
*Sara Davis
Aug. 21-22
Zlata Draluk
Dorothy Dubowsky
*Julius Banks
*Louis Epstein
*Bernard Becker
Doris Fingerman
*Ethel Berman
*Isadore Friedman
*Melvin Binderman
*Marion Goldberg
Paul Bruck
*Susan Goldberg
Sima Charny
Carole Goldman
*Rachael Cohen
*Rose Hyatt Goldstein
Sanford Cohn
*Ruth Gordon
Rebecca Cowitz
*William Gouse
*David Davidson
*Max Greenwald
Charlotte Donziger
Isadore Halpern
Sarah Feldser
Julia Hanan
*Sam Ginsburg
Mel Jacobs
Enoch Goldman
*Barbara Kallman
Muriel Goldstein
*Harry Kisber
*Al Gordon
*Ellen Krell
*Ida Gouse
*Lillian Lapidus
Murray Grodner
*Gladys Levis
*Harold Z. Hirsch
Bess Levy
Rachel Iacubovich
*Alvin Lipsitz
Meyer Koch
Leon May
Isadore Krantz

Ida Levine
Max Levine
Julian Lilienthal
*Annie Lipsitz
*Esther Lischkoff
*Sam Lit
Daniel Melvin
*Rose Minnen
*Annie Moskowitz
*Walter Nathan
Gilbert Odrezin
Esther Ozdoba
Israel Podolsky
Annalee Redisch
Goldie Redisch
*Esther Roth
Benjamin Beinish
Salant
Shmuel Salant
Roslyn Saron
*Eva Schwartz
Anna Shapiro
*Rose Slaughter
*Eleanor Steinlauf
*Jacob Temerson
*Rosalie Teninbaum
*Hannah Torme
*Harris Touro
*Charles Weinstein
Martin Weiss
*Sidney Ziff
*Semen Zinger
Aug. 28-29
Robert Bonfield
Sara Cohn
*I. Cooper
Napoleon Fields
Larry Fink
*Jennie Fisher
Frances Fried

Charles Gershon
Leo Gilbert
Abe Greenwald
Morris Halpern
Lyn Hiller
Albert Hodes
*Jake Jaffe
Marcia Jaffe
Sophia Kantor
*David Karasek
*Morris Katz
Lila Krop
*Mollie Lichter
William Lux
*Max Mendelsohn
*Leon Meyers
*Sara Mohr
John Morris
*Chaja Nagrodzki
Mae Perloff
David Rosenthal
*Dorothy Rudolph
Rosina Sapir
*Martin Schwab
*Henry Schwartz
*Mollie Shevinsky
*Rachel Shevinsky
Sophie Shweky
*Gerry Siegel
Max Silver
Jean Silverman
Victor Solodukha
John T. Speaks
*Sidney Studin
Heiman Zeidman
Moshe Zonenberg
Milton Zwang

*Denotes memorial plaque in Sanctuary

Dedicated D'var Donations
Jewish tradition encourages us to honor the memory of the deceased by donating tzedakah. In lieu of Aliyot,
we are making it possible for you to sponsor Torah learning in honor of your loved ones. Dedicated Torah
learning of this kind is a traditional Jewish practice.
If you’d like to acknowledge the memory of a loved one or a special connection to a particular parasha,
please submit an online donation via our new “Dedicated D’var” donation form. Be sure to include the
parasha and special occasion in the parasha/special occasion field.
View the form online here: https://templebethel.nirsham.com/form/dedicated-dvar.
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Donations

Mazal tov to Myron Radwin in his 99th
birthday
Sue & Albert Tuck
Hazel & Murray Pizette

GOOD FORTUNE
Most Generous
th

Mazal tov to Bobbie & Howard Sokol’s 50
wedding anniversary
Myrna Goldstein
Mazal tov to Rabbi Slater on his birthday
Bernard Axel
In honor of Bethany Slater’s online class
In appreciation of Rabbi & Yom Ha Shoah
Geri & Bob Stone

Generous
In honor of the birth of Lucas Conrad
Ginsburg Mota, grandson
Denise Ginsberg

Double Chai
Mazal tov on the birth of her grandson,
Grayson, to Pam Waggoner
Geri & Bob Stone
With gratitude to Bethany Slater for the gift
of her Monday afternoon prayer session and
beautification of the mikvah
Lauren “Lolly” Friedman Miller

Chai
Mazal tov to Morton Stern on his 80th
birthday
Renee & Steven Singer
Mazal tov to Ed Rutsky on being named
distinguished & endowed Chair of
nephrology at UAB
Andrea & Larry Newman

Mazal tov to Morton Stern on his 80th
birthday
Mazal tov to Sheri & Jimmy Krell on the
upcoming marriage of Ethan to Amelia
Mazal tov to Cathy & Irwin Fingerman on
the birth on their granddaughter
Mazal tov to Louise & Jim Abroms on the
birth of their granddaughter
Mazal tov to Toby & Michael Bogart on the
birth of their grandson
Sue & Albert Tuck

RABBI’S
DISCRETIONARY

Chai
In honor of Ruth Weinstein, mother-in-law,
on her yahrzeit
Phyllis Weinstein

IN LOVING
MEMORY

Generous
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL Most
Robert Zivitz
Judy & Gerson May
FUND
Double Chai
In memory of beloved father, Noam Mazur,
on his Yahrzeit
Leonid Mazur

SPEEDY RECOVERY
Wishing speedy recovery and
continued good health

Additional
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In memory of Robert Zivitz
In memory of Barney Bonfield
In memory of Bari Roseman
Bobbie & Howard Sokol

MEN’S CLUB

Chai

Happy birthday to Ira Kline
Happy birthday to Gizella Steinlauf
Happy birthday to Ann Klein
Maxine Sklute

Chai

Mazal tov to Margy Rosenbaum on the birth
of her great-grandson, Eli Albert Rosenbaum In memory of Bari Roseman
Bernard Axel
Hazel & Murray Pizette
Barbara Randman
Heartfelt thank you to Rabbi for
participating in the final wishes of my
brother with his pastoral care
Melissa & Melvin Zivitz

Mazal tov to Sarah & Abe Kunin on the birth
of Rachel Kunin
Sheri & Jimmy Krell
Bert Bloomson
Sandra Jaffe & Barry Dreayer
Susan Shiland
Pam Ruttenberg & Arnold Shiland
Thank you to Bethany Slater for teaching all
her wonderful classes
Billie Marsala

Additional

DEBORAH BOTNIK
BABY BLANKET
KNITTING

Fred Friedman
Bert Bloomston
Carol & Jimmy Filler
Ron Froehlich
Bobbie & Howard Sokol

Generous
J.B. Mazer
Lenora Pate & Steve Brickman

Double Chai
Barney Bonfield
Bernard Axel

Robert Zivitz
Bernard Axel
Phyllis Stern Gross
Bernard Axel
Marion Siegel
Eric Siegel
Lynette Mazer
Rhoda Link
J.B. Mazer (of blessed memory)
Arlene & Marvin Shelsky
Janet Schwab “Cookie” Gurwitch
Cheryl Ann Palmer

Chai
Bari Roseman
Pam Ruttenberg & Arnold Shiland
Barney Bonfield
Pam Ruttenberg & Arnold Shiland
Sheri & Jimmy Krell
Cecille & Max Herzel
Penny Gordon
Robert Zivitz
Sheri & Jimmy Krell
Lori & Stephen Dorsky
Howard Weintrob
Shirley & Ron Froehlich
Hannah & Colin Helman
Phyllis Stern Gross
Sandra Jaffe & Barry Dreayer
J.B. Mazer
Penny Gordon

Additional
Bari Roseman
Renee & Steven Singer
Dorothy Shiland
Suzanne & Howard Bearman
Robert Zivitz
Karen & Trey McClure
Alvin Slaughter
Sue & Bill Lischkoff
Dorothy Shiland
Barney Bonfield
Sue & Bill Lischkoff
Dorothy Shiland
Maxine Sklute
Phyllis Stern Gross
Jeff Padawer
Robert Zivitz
Jeff Padawer
Lynette Slaughter
Jamie & Greg Odrezdin
Leni Epstein
Sue & Albert Tuck
Lynette Mazer
Sue & Albert Tuck

J.B. Mazer
Charlotte Corenblum
Arlene & Milton Goldstein
Jeff Padawer
Barbara Bonfield

CHICO BOMCHEL
MEMORIAL SOCIAL
ACTION
Chai

William Torme, father
The Torme Family
Neville Wallace, father
Carol & Jimmy Filler
Jennie Kravitz, grandmother
Sue & Bill Lischkoff
Ida Zoneberg, mother
Marianna & Boris Yampolosky
Audrey Rich, mother
Natalie & Eric Asman

In honor of all Dan Weinrib did during his
presidency
Toby & Bert Siegel

Clara Mazer, mother
Rhodes T. Mazer

Additional

Cecila Matlick, grandmother and great
grandmother
Sandy & Gene Siegal & Family

In loving memory of Barney Bonfield
In memory on their Yahrzeits:
• Frances Cohen, grandmother
• Pearl Tishler, grandmother
• Jack Tishler, father
Karen & Dan Weinrib

YAHRZEITS
In loving memory on their Yahrzeits

Generous

Rhoda Toranto, mother
Richard Toranto
Jerry Routman, father
Robert Routman, brother
Cindi & Michael Routman
Harry Erdberg, father
Bette Spector

Tobie Reznik Axel, sister-in-law
Myra LeBendig

Shirley Senior, mother
Ember Cohen, great granddaughter
Natalie & Albert Sikora

Max Corenblum, father
Sherri & David Romanoff

Frank Green, father
Rochelle & Martin Green

Double Chai

Sheryl Siegel
Susan Siegel Brooks

Sidney Bernstein, husband
Faye Bernstein
Ethel Flesher, mother
Joy & Robert Flesher

Chai
Marion Siegel, mother
Susan & Harold Brooks
Sarah Dube, grandmother
Susan Dube
Irvin Weintraub, father
Danielle & Alan Weintraub
Ester Grunshko, grandmother
Olga & Al Belotserkovskiy

Max Corenblum, father
Susan & Steve Greene

Bobby Tuck, grandfather
Debbie & Louis Tuck
Ida Bomchel, mother-in-law
Howard Weintrob
Gerry Goldstein, brother
Sally Goldstein
Sidney Sokol, husband
Dodie Sokol
William Miller, father
Susan & Stuart Padove

Allen Brown, brother
Jerome Brown
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Tessie Cohen, mother
Monroe Cohen, father
Wanda & Ross Cohen
Evelyn Dube, mother
Susan Dube
Louis Fleisher, cousin
Joy & Robert Fleisher
Pauline Schuster, mother
Gail & Abe Schuster
Mary Margolis, great aunt
Elaine Pava
Gertrude Schwartz, mother
Gabriel Fineberg, father
Naomi & Ed Fineberg
Sam Greenberg, father
Marcia & Harry Kuniansky
Sybil & Larry Michalove
Raye Staff, mother
Dolly & David Staff
Harry Jaffe, grandfather and
great- grandfather
Sidney Jaffe, grandfather
Jan & Kenny, Kendal and Tyler Jaffe
Bertha Fritz, mother
Donna Reisman, sister
Toby Klein
Phyllis Stern Gross
Ron Rich
Sandra Jaffe & Barry Dreayer

Additional
Allyn P. Udell, sister
Arthur M. Padawer, father
Tobie Axel, friend
Jeff Padawer
David Shweky, grandfather
Natalie & Albert Sikora
Sam Grusin, father
Phyllis Weinstein
Rhonda Broner, sister
Truus & Ben Broner
Annie Rosenthal, mother
Hannah & Colin Helman
Daniel Greene, father
Susan & Steve Greene
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Jeanette Hyatt, mother
Marshall Hyatt
Elizabeth Hirschberg, mother
Ricki & Lanning Kline
David Weinstein, father
Ann Bryan
David Danneman, father
Julie & Randy Bernstein
Blair Simon, father
Jennie Simon, mother
Arnold Simon
Charles Frankel, grandfather
Bert Bloomston
Abraham Jaffe, father
Shirley & Charles Kraselsky
Julian Lichter, friend
Charlotte Corenblum
Lottie Grusin, mother
Harriett Shulmister
Jack Tishler, father
Steven Tishler

William Michalove, father
Sybil & Larry Michalove
Loyce Coughlin, mother
Cindi & Michael Routman
Clara Cohen Mazor, mother, grandmother,
and great-grandmother
Lois, Craig and Blake Lande and Family
Louis Berman, grandfather,
Ann Cohen
Annie Bram, grandmother
Katherine & Bruce Greenberg
Gizella Steinlauf, grandmother
Ann Klein, sister-in-law
Maxine Sklute
Rachel Weinstein, aunt
Harry Cooper, father
Arnold Cooper
Elsie Evensky, aunt
Fanny Katz
I.W. Spielberger, father
Joan S. Langer

Raya Kishinevskaya, aunt
Ida Bubiskisinevskaya
Yefim Bubis, cousin
Haya & Moisey Koshin, grandparents
Lazar Golubov, grandfather
Genya & Victor Safyana
Zinaida Golubova
Helen Ginsburg, grandmother
Cindy & Harvey May

ROBERT SPIELBERGER
MEMORIAL
Chai
In memory of Alvin Slaughter
Wendy & Jonathan Rutkoff

ELMWOOD CEMETERY
Chai
In memory of Earl Lipsitz, beloved brother,
on his Yahrzeit
Mickie Lipsitz Cohen
In memory of Ludwig Cohen, beloved father,
on his Yahrzeit
Victor Cohen

MUSIC & YOUTH
Heartfelt thank you to Sarah Metzger for
participating in the final wishes of Robert
Zivitz with her music
Melissa & Melvin Zivitz

Chai
In honor of the birth of Melanie Appell’s
grandson, Isaac Aronson
Sandra Jaffe & Barry Dreayer

VOLUNTEER
APPRICIATION
Double Chai
In honor of all Volunteer Appreciation
honorees
Susan & Steve Greene
Karen & Reuben Halpern
Mindy & Gary Cohen
Polina & Leonid Mazur
Loraine & David Reznik
In honor of Rebecca Rothman receiving the
Jewish Inspiration Award
Maurine & Jacob Halpern

In honor of Bernard Axel upon receiving the
Heavy Lifter Award
Anna Deason & Joshua Richman

HOLIDAY TZEDAKAH
Double Chai

Wishing Sherrie Grunfeld a speedy recovery Wishes for a speedy recovery and good
health to Judith Michaelson
and continued good health
Bernard Axel
Bernard Axel

Chai
In honor of all Volunteer Appreciation
honorees
Joyce & Maury Shevin

ROBERT SPIELBERGER
FUND
Additional

In honor of Bernard Axel receiving the
Heavy Lifter Award
Sue & Albert Tuck

In loving memory of Julius Bloomston,
father, on his Yahrzeit
Bert & Lynn Bloomston

In honor of Suzanne & Howard Bearman
receiving the Lifetime of Philanthropy Award
Renee & Steven Singer

DEDICATED D’VAR
Generous

EDIE WILENSKY FUND
Additional

Donations processed after 6.25.20 will be
published in the next edition of the
Connection.

In memory of beloved wife Tobie Axel on
her Yahrzeit
Bernard Axel

In memory of Leni Epstein
In memory of Clara Mazor, aunt
In memory of Alvin Slaughter
Ilene & Allan Wilensky

Donation Acknowledgments
If more than 5 donations to the same family are received in between printing of donation cards, a list will be
circulated including the donation information in lieu of donation cards.

Condolences (As of 7.7.2020)
With sympathy, TBE wishes the families of the following peace and love during their time of sorrow:
Carolyn Stern
July 2
Wife of Bernard Stern, mother of Wally Wailes and Wendy Ten Eyck, and sister of Sharon Garrick
Phillip Redisch
June 26
Brother of Toby Siegel (Bert)
Barbara Atlas
June 24
Mother of Alvin Atlas (Jill) and sister of Sylvia Hirshberg
J.B. Mazer
June 12
Father of Michael Mazer (Carole) and Nancy Lutz (Dennis) and brother of Eph Mazer (Frieda)
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Mazal Tov to Our Graduates!
Julia Goldberg, daughter of Shira & Matthew Goldberg, is graduating from Indian Springs School. She will be
attending List College (the joint program between Columbia University and the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America) in the fall.
Kaitlyn Jefferson, daughter of Kelly Jefferson, is graduating from Homewood High School. She will be attending
Auburn University and pursuing a nursing degree.
Austin Sikora, son of Bridget & Steven Sikora, is graduating from Mountain Brook High School and will be
attending the University of Alabama, where he will be enrolled in the business school and pursuing a degree in
management information systems.
Melissa Stein, daughter of Amy & Scott Stein, is graduating from Mountain Brook High School. She will be taking a
gap year in Israel and be on a course with Young Judaea. In the fall of 2021, Melissa will begin her college career
at Tulane University.
Raquel Wolnek, daughter of Michelle Bearman-Wolnek & Seth Wolnek, is graduating from Homewood High
School. She will be attending the University of Central Florida, where she will be joining the UCF Knights cheer
team and pursuing a psychology degree.
Eric Weintraub, son of Meredith & Gary Weintraub, is graduating summa cum laude from the University of
Alabama with a major in accounting and minor in computer science. He will continue at UA in the fall to pursue
his masters in accounting.
Mack Krell, son of Sheri & Jimmy Krell, is graduating from Northeastern University with a degree in mechanical
engineering.
Olivia Mannon, daughter of Roslyn & Peter Mannon, is graduating from California State University, Fresno, with a
bachelor’s degree in science and minor in classics. She will be pursuing a master’s degree in public administration
at the University of Oregon.
Davis Park, son of Lisa & Ross Park, is graduating from Lake Highland Preparatory School in Maitland, Fla. He will
be attending the University of Miami where he’ll be studying musical theater.
Austin May, son of Stacy & Robert May of Menlo Park, Calif., is graduating from Menlo-Atherton High School and
will be attending the University of Florida, where he’ll be studying business.
Seth Cohen, son of Mindy & Gary Cohen, is graduating magna cum laude from the University of Alabama with a
double major in finance and pre-med.
Doug Brook, son of Adrienne & Julian Brook, has earned his Master of Arts from the William Davidson Graduate
School of Jewish Education of the Jewish Theological Seminary.

Education Innovator
One of our innovative educators will be highlighted in each of our regular bulletins. This feature will cover adult
education teachers as well as Religious School teachers. Here’s your chance to learn more
about Beth-El educator Sharron Swain.

Getting to Know Sharron Mendel Swain

Sharron practiced mindfulness meditation for over 25 years, started two meditation
groups in Birmingham and has helped create and lead numerous life-cycle services,
including baby namings, coming of age ceremonies, vigils, funerals — even one wedding
and one ceremony of gratitude and blessing to end a marriage. A poet, writer, and singer,
she loves creating spaces where people can think and feel in new ways. "Fifth generation
Birmingham Jewish" on her Dad's side of the family, Sharron is married to Sean Swain and
is a mom to two sons: Leo, 11 and Noah, 9.
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What’s Your Simcha Story?
We want to hear from you! Tell us about your simchas so we can share with the congregation in our
publications! This includes births, marriages, promotions, graduations and any other good news! Contact
Lindsey in the TBE office to publicize your news at lherring@templebeth-el.net.

Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Donna & Gary Schiff on the March 25 birth of their granddaughter, Charlotte Eleanor Singer.
Mazal Tov to Adrienne & Julian Brook on their son, Doug Brook, receiving the Rabbi Carl and Barbara
Friedman Award for excellence in the field of Jewish Education. Doug was also named the featured member
for April 2020 by the Alliance for Jewish Theatre.

July Anniversaries

Special Birthdays
Special birthdays are published from age 25
and every 5 years thereafter. If we don’t
have your birthday on file, please be sure to
share it with us! We’d love to help you
celebrate your milestone!

July
Mira Griffith
Allen Halpern
Barbara Nissenbaum
Judy Olitsky
Leonid Shilkrot
Liam Youngblood

August
Betty Anfanger
Keith Bernstein
Alan Engel
Tamara Goldis
Pam Ruttenberg
Jack Schaeffer
Sean Swain
Dan Weinrib
Karen Weinrib
Hal White
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Dalia & Keith Abrams
Cynthia & Jeffrey Barnes
Phyllis & Norman Berk
Ellen & Terry Bernstein
Julie & Randy Bernstein
Lori & Stephen Dorsky
Barbara & Howard Finkelstein
Tamara & Eric Goldis
Donna & Gary Schiff
Nan & Phillip Teninbaum

(31)
(35)
(53)
(42)
(38)
(37)
(50)
(17)
(40)
(44)

August Anniversaries
Melissa & Steve Altmann (23)
Lynne & Mark Cohen (51)
Caryn & Steven Corenblum (39)
Susan & Mark Crayne (49)
Naomi & Ed Fineberg (61)
Shari & Gregory Friedman (19)
Kathy & Steven Goldman (51)
Mary & David Kimerling (39)
Sheri & Jimmy Krell (33)
Sue & Bill Lischkoff (54)
Arlene & Silvio Litovsky (32)
Celia & Jared Nadler (17)
Andrea & Larry Newman (7)
Hazel & Murray Pizette (32)
Barbara & Stuart Royal (49)
Wendy & Jonathan Rutkoff (18)
Judy & Ed Rutsky (52)
Ina Mae & David Sher (54)
Sarah Mullins & Jacob Shevin (7)
Sandy & Gene Siegal (48)
Jennifer Spiegelman & James Anderson (5)
Dolly & David Staff (72)
Sue & Albert Tuck (56)
Danielle & Alan Weintraub (23)

The Summer of 2020 and the Sound of Silence
It is a strange time. What do you do with a summer that does not involve getting together
with friends and just letting down your hair for a while? What do you do when you are
supposed to remain socially distanced, avoid public spaces and always wear a mask? That
is the question we each have to face this summer.
For many, it means cancelling vacation plans or altering them in order to stay safely away
from other people. For many, it means isolation, even loneliness. For some, it can mean
spending long hours in places or with people you would prefer to give a miss.
While we cannot gather in person, we want to stay in your life. We want to stay
connected. What are you doing this summer to cope with this strange, socially distanced
time?


What are you looking forward to this summer?
 What have you experienced so far this summer that turned out to be a good thing amid the pandemic?
(Did you discover a new hobby, exercise you love, or call an old friend?)
 Have new spiritual practices sustained you during the pandemic - if so, how?
 How can we help? Maybe you need some support from your shul. Let us know.
We would like to share your input with the whole community. So please, write us, specifically Lindsey, at
Lherring@templebeth-el.net. See the bottom of this page and the next page for the submissions we received for
our Summer Simcha Stories so far.
I want to remind us of the story of the long loneliness of Elijah. When it all got too crazy, Elijah ran away from the
hubbub of life in the kingdom of Israel, out to “the Mountain of God.” There he told God that he was all alone and
just wanted to die. In that place of loneliness, isolation, and feeling like his energy and efforts were not
appreciated or effective, he encountered God. For God to show up, Elijah suspected, it would feel like a whirlwind
shattering the rocks, or booming thunder, or a powerful fire. But, that isn’t how God showed up.
The Holy Blessed One, God Most High, the One,
visited Elijah with kol demamah dakah, a soft,
murmuring and comforting voice. The God that
spoke to Elijah still speaks, still comforts, still
cares about each person. There will be many
long, quiet hours this summer. Take advantage of
the silence. Do some deep listening. Don’t forget
to listen for the voice of God that emerges softly,
from within.
May the summer of 2020 bring new awareness
for all of us!

One of our daily staff meetings via ZOOM

—Rabbi Stephen

Summer of Silence Simcha Stories
“We love to take our granddaughters camping in our motorhome whenever possible. October 2019 was the
last time we were in our motorhome! Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we were finally able to use our
motorhome May 29, 2020. So, our granddaughters Ellie and Ava Halpern were able to join us and we went
to Lake Guntersville State Park for three nights and three days. A fantastic fun trip!!”
— Karen & Reuben Halpern
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Summer of Silence Simcha Stories
“Asher and I share a love of gardening and we weren't going to let our clay
soil or paved driveway stop us! Every year we've been adding to our
operation, and this self-isolation period gave us the time to thoughtfully plan
and tend our garden. And, it has paid off, as this summer has been our most
colorful and productive yet! We're growing several varieties of eggplant and
so many different flowers that we've been able to make small bouquets for
family almost every Shabbat.”

— Dani Kahn-Krell

1. “This summer has presented me with
challenges and disappointments
(another daughter's wedding cancelled),
but I'm looking forward to creating
opportunities to share time with loved ones and friends. Stay tuned.”
2. “I was given a sourdough starter from a friend in April and have been
baking sourdough bread ever since. The entire process of feeding the
starter, tending to the dough and creating the bread is like a meditative
discipline. It provides me with a sense of accomplishment and nourishes
me both physically and emotionally.”
3. “I am participating in some Jewish learning opportunities: a book
discussion group with Bethany and Rabbi's Torah study when I can. They
help to keep me grounded and focused on learning. Sending Shabbat
greetings to a larger group of friends and family each week (more than I
had before the pandemic) brings me joy.”
4. “I'd like to develop a spiritual prayer practice on my own at home, since I
can't be in the presence of my synagogue community. Any ideas from
others who have been successful with this are welcome.”

— Gail Schuster

1. “Gary and I were married 40 years ago at Temple Beth-El on July 6, 1980!!
We will be ‘celebrating’ with dear family and friends throughout the summer—
social distancing of course! By the way, our son, David, was born on our 11 th
anniversary!! Best anniversary gift…ever!! We will be celebrating with David,
his wonderful fiancé, Caroline, and their very active dog, Kramer!! Also, I will
have the opportunity to take care of our precious
new granddaughter, Charlotte, Julie and Jeff’s
daughter, when Julie goes back to work! Seeing
our Atlanta adorable granddaughter, Jamie, with
Caren and Seth, was a special treat!”
2. “Gary and I have had the opportunity to spend
more time exercising together!! We take long walks
and utilize our elliptical and exercise bike!! Gary
received a Fitbit from our kids and takes his
number of steps very seriously!”
3. “I have always counted my blessings, but during
this time, I have been especially mindful of expressing gratitude, forgiveness,
attentive listening and love. Balancing my day spiritually, physically, cognitively
and emotionally is my goal. I hope my actions touch others in a positive way.”
4. “I pray, with Temple Beth-El, that we will continue to be a voice of kindness and
compassion in our congregation and beyond.”

— Donna Schiff
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