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 ברוכים הבאים
Welcome to Beth El 

 
Bar Mitzvah  

David Mordechai Ivker 

29 Tishrei 5781 
Oct. 17, 2020 

 
Stephen Slater, Rabbi 

Sarah Metzger, Music & Youth Director 
 

The focal point of the sanctuary is the Holy Ark (Aron Hakodesh), 
in which the scrolls of the Five Books of Moses (Torah) 

are housed. Above the Ark is the Eternal Light (Ner Tamid),  
which is always lit, symbolizing that God’s  

word and message are eternal. 

 
The Aron Hakodesh at Beth El is inscribed in Hebrew.  

 

“Know before whom you stand.” 

 
Congregation Beth El  
2179 Highland Ave. S. 

Birmingham, AL 35205 



Information for Visitors 
Beth El is delighted to welcome you to David’s Bar Mitzvah, celebrated 

during our Shabbat (Sabbath) Service. 

  

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
The Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony takes place when a Jewish child 

reaches the age of 12 or 13. At this age, according to Jewish law, the child 
is considered old enough to assume the ethical and ritual responsibilities 
of our tradition and is considered a Jewish adult. In preparation, the child 
has fulfilled an educational curriculum which has demanded many years of 
study. This includes both the study of the Hebrew language and the study 
of rituals and history of Judaism.  

  

In addition to participation throughout the service, the Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah is called to the Torah, recites the appropriate blessings and chants 
from the Torah scroll—the time-honored rite of receiving his or her first 
aliyah.  

  

The scroll is made of parchment from the hide of a kosher animal, and 
it is all hand-calligraphy. It’s a full–time job for a trained scribe for a year to 
write a complete Torah scroll. The scroll could be harmed by the oils in our 
hands, so we take care not to handle the parchment, and use a pointer 
(Yad) when reading from the scroll.  

  

The Shul 
Beth El is a Conservative congregation affiliated with the United 

Synagogue of Conservative Judaism and is committed to tradition and 
change. Many of our prayers are in Hebrew. A separate English 
transliteration booklet can be found in your pew. Translations, 
inspirational readings and explanations can be found in the prayer book as 
well. During the course of the service, the Rabbi will announce the pages 
from each book. 

  

As you face the pulpit, the Rabbi is on your left, and the service leader 
is on your right. Although Judaism teaches that each worshipper prays for 
him/herself, the service leader chants the liturgy with the congregation. 

  

The Rabbi conducts and coordinates the service, commenting on the 
prayers, inviting worshippers to ascend the pulpit for honors and making 
necessary announcements. After the Torah service, the Rabbi will give a 
message on the portion of the Bible that was read during the service. 

The Torah Scrolls 
Each Torah scroll is written on parchment by a sofer (scribe) using a 

quill. Each scroll in our Ark contains the identical text: The Five Books of 
Moses. During the reading of the Torah, people are honored by being 
“called up” for an aliyah to the Torah. Blessings are recited before and 
after each portion of the Torah is read. 

  

Whenever the Holy Ark is opened, the congregation rises to show 
respect for the sacred nature and holiness of the Torah and its message. 
At the beginning and conclusion of the Torah service, the scroll is carried 
through the sanctuary. This ritual demonstrates that the Torah belongs to 
the entire congregation. As the Torah passes, worshippers respectfully 
touch the scroll with their prayer book or tallit, and bring the prayer book 
or tallit to their lips.  

  

Symbolism in the Sanctuary  
Kippah, Yarmulke 

A kippah or yarmulke is a head covering worn by all  
Jewish males (optional for females) in the synagogue. Non-Jewish males 
are respectfully asked to wear a kippah while in building as a reminder of 
God’s sheltering presence over us at all times.  

  

Tallit, Prayer Shawl 
A tallit is a prayer shawl with fringed corners (tzitzit) worn during 

morning prayers by Jewish men (optional for women) over Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah age. We wear a tallit to fulfill a biblical commandment God gave 
the Jewish people, to put fringes on the corners of our garments. The 
Torah tells us that when we look upon the fringes, we’ll be reminded of 
all the commandments God gave the Jewish people. The tallit is worn 
over the shoulders. Non-Jews do not wear a tallit. 

  

Memorial Plaques 
Memorial plaques are located on the back walls of our sanctuary. 

They memorialize loved ones who have passed away. The lights beside 
their names are lit at various times during the year, including the week 
marking the anniversary of an individual’s death (Yahrzeit).  

  

Prayer Book and Torah Book 
     The liturgy is found in the Siddur Lev Shalem prayer book. We recite 
most prayers in the holy language Hebrew, although one may pray in any 
language. On the left side of the page is the English transliteration for the 
Hebrew prayer said aloud. The red book, entitled Etz Chayim, is the 
Chumash which contains the Torah (Five Books of Moses) and selected 
readings from the Prophets. These books are in the wooden holder 
attached to the seat in front of you.   


