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A Community Service 

of Thanksgiving  

 

 

Words of  Welcome 

Rabbi Hillel Norry, Temple Beth El  

 

Special Music:   

Sarah Metzger, Music Director, Temple Beth El 

 

Call to Worship 

The Rev. Paul Eknes-Tucker, Pilgrim Church, United Church of Christ  

 

One:  We gather in thanksgiving. 

All:  We come from many faith communities, many family stories, 

unique life experiences. 

One: Grace unites us so that we learn from each other and honor the gifts of 

all. 

All:  We are blessed people and together we bless our world. 

One: Honored faith leaders, people of God, people of conscience, healers of 

the earth, light of the world… 

All:  We are grateful. May gratitude light our way forward together. 

Prayer of  Confession 

The Rev. Dr. Timothy L. Kelley,  Southside Baptist Church 

 

All: Great God, You led us to this good land and, out of conflict, created in us 

a love of peace and liberty. We have failed You by neglecting rights and 

ignoring responsibilities. Forgive our pride that overlooks national and 

community wrong. Forgive our divisions, especially those caused by our own 

preference or prejudice and not by substantive difference. Unite us as grateful 

people and make ours a grateful community that seeks justice, loves mercy, 

and walks humbly with You our God.  



 

 3 

 

 

 

Prayer for a Good Year 

The Rev. H. Huey Gardner,  

St. Mary’s-on-the-Highlands Episcopal Church 

One: O magnify God with me, and let us exalt God’s name 

together.  

All: I sought the Lord, and He answered me, and delivered me 

from all my fears. Look to God, and be radiant; so Your face shall 

never be ashamed. This poor soul cried, and was heard by the 

Lord, and was saved from every trouble. The angel of the Lord 

encamps around those who fear God, and delivers them. O taste 

and see that the Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge in 

God. 

May we hold loving in our thoughts - Those who suffer from 

tyranny, subjection, cruelty and injustice, and work every day 

towards the alleviation of their suffering. May we recognize our 

solidarity with the stranger, outcast and downtrodden, abused 

and deprived, that no human being can be treated as “other,” that 

our common humanity weaves us together in one fabric of 

mutuality, one garment of destiny. May we pursue the Biblical 

prophet’s vision of peace, that we might live harmoniously with 

each other and side by side, respecting differences, cherishing 

diversity, with no one exploiting the weak, each living without 

fear of the other, each revering the image of God in every human 

soul.  

 

May we have the courage to struggle against injustice, free those 

who suffer oppression and contempt, act with purity of heart and 

mind, despising non, defrauding none, hating none, cherishing all, 

honoring every child of God, every creature of the earth. May...all 

peoples know peace this Year, and may we nurture kindness and 

love everywhere. (Rabbi Rosove, Rabbi of Temple Israel, Los 

Angeles) 

Assurance of  Forgiveness 

The Rev. H. Huey Gardner,  St. Mary’s-on-the-Highlands Episcopal Church 
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Hallel  Readings  

Rabbi Hillel Norry, Temple Beth El 
 

Unitarian–Universalist  Reading  

Rep.  Courtney McKenney, Unitarian-Universalist Church of Birmingham 

 

Christian Scriptures Reading  

The Rev. Dr.  Timothy L. Kelley, Southside Baptist Church 

 

Special Music:   

Sarah Metzger,  Music Director, Temple Beth El  

 

Sermon 

Rabbi Adam Wright, Temple Emanu-El  

 

Special Music:   

Sarah Metzger,  Music Director, Temple Beth El  

1One: Thank the Lord, for He is good. 

All: His lovingkindness is forever.  

One: Let Israel say, 

All: His lovingkindness is forever. 

One: Let the house of Aaron say, 

All: His lovingkindness is forever. 

One: Let those who fear the LORD say,  

All: His lovingkindness is forever. 

 

One: LORD, please save us.  

All: LORD, please save us.  

One: LORD, please, grant us success.  

All: LORD, please, grant us success.  
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A Prayer for Our Country 

Rev.  Melissa Self Patrick, Director of Community Ministries & Outreach, 

Independent Presbyterian Church 

Our God and God of our ancestors, with mercy accept our prayer 

on behalf of our country and its government. Please forgive us for 

forsaking your path to follow our ego. Pour out Your blessings upon 

this land, upon its inhabitants, upon its leaders, its judges, officers, 

and officials, who faithfully devote themselves to the needs of the 

public. Help them understand the rules of justice You have decreed, 

so that peace and security, happiness and freedom, will never depart 

from our land. 

 

Adonai, God whose spirit is in all creatures, we pray that Your spirit 

be awakened within all inhabitants of our land. Uproot from hearts 

hatred and malice, jealousy and strife. Plant love and companionship, 

peace and friendship, among the many peoples and faiths who dwell 

in our nation. Grant us the knowledge to judge justly, the wisdom to 

act with compassion, and the understanding and courage to root out 

poverty from our land.  

 

May it be Your will that our land be a blessing to all who dwell on 

earth, and may You cause all peoples to dwell in friendship, and 

freedom. Speedily fulfill the vision of Your prophets: “Nation shall not 

lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.” 

“For all of them, from the last to the greatest, shall know Me.”   

And let us say:  Amen.  
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Litany of  Thanksgiving  

The Rev. J.R. Finney II,  

Covenant Community Church, United Church of Christ  

One: Give thanks to God who is good.  

 

All: God’s love is everlasting.  

 

One: Come, let us praise God joyfully.  

 

All: Let us come to God with thanksgiving.  

 

One: For the good world; for things great and small, beautiful and awesome; 

for the seen and the unseen splendors;  

 

All: We give God thanks   

 

One: For this good nation, for brave pioneers and courageous explorers, for 

those who came to these shores as aliens and foreigners and forged unity 

out of diversity seeking liberty and justice for all.  

 

All: We give God thanks.  

 

One: For the native people who met Pilgrims with gifts of food and wisdom.  

 

All: We give God thanks. 

 

One: For work to do and strength to work; for the comradeship of labor; for 

exchanges of good humor and encouragement;  

 

All: We give God thanks.  

 

One: For marriage; for the mystery and joy of flesh made one for mutual 

forgiveness and burdens shared; for secrets kept in love;  
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 All: We give God thanks.  

 

One: For family that comes in many forms, across generations and 

traditions;  

 

All: We give God thanks.  

 

One: For children; for their energy and curiosity; for their brave 

play and their startling frankness; for their sudden sympathies;  

 

All: We give God thanks.  

 

One: For growing up and growing old; for wisdom deepened by 

experience, for rest in leisure; and for time made precious by its 

passing;  

 

All: We give God thanks.  

 

One: For help in times of doubt and sorrow; for healing our 

diseases; for preserving us in temptation and danger;  

 

All: We give God thanks.  

 

One: For the congregations into which we have been called; for 

the good news we receive from each other; for the good will 

offered across distinctions;  

 

All: We give God thanks.  

 

One: For guiding our steps and bringing us gifts of faith and love;  

 

All: We give God thanks.  

 

One: Give thanks, O people of God, for God is good.  

 

All: God’s love is everlasting. 
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Offertory & Comments  

Rabbi  Hi l le l  Norr y  
 

Today’s offering will be designated to the Alabama Interfaith Refugee 

Partnership.  

  

Please make checks payable to SIUAF (Southside Interfaith United Appeal 

Fund). Checks can be sent to:  

South Highland Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 55933 

Birmingham,  AL 35255 

You can also Venmo your donation to @UUCBHAM and note SIUAF.  

 

 

A Beautiful World 

The Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley, South Highland Presbyterian Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

The Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley, South Highland Presbyterian Church  

 

Closing Music :   “We’ll All Be Free” (William Matthews) 

Rev. Ethan Asters, Minister of Community Engagement and Spiritual Formation, 

Southside Baptist Church  

And God saw everything that He had made, and found it very 

good. And He said: This is a beautiful world that I have given you. 

Take good care of it; do not ruin it. It is said: Before the world 

was created, the Holy One kept creating worlds and destroying 

them. Finally, He created this one and was satisfied. He said to 

Adam: This is the last world I shall make. I place it in your hands, 

You hold it in trust.  
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Rabbi Hillel Norry, Temple Beth El 

The Rev. Paul Eknes-Tucker, Pilgrim Church, United Church of Christ 

Rep. Courtney McKenney, Unitarian-Universalist Church of Birmingham 

The Rev. J.R. Finney II, Covenant Community Church, United Church of Christ 
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The Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley, South Highland Presbyterian Church 
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Rev. Ethan Asters, Southside Baptist Church  

Worship Leaders 


